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INTRODUCTION. 

•«*"-  .  ti  -  V  *  •  V  / 

OYERNME  N  T  was  in- 
tended  for  the  prefervation 
of  mankind  in  general,  and  for 
the  protection  of  individuals.  For 
this  purpofe  laws  were  made ;  and, 
enforced  by  the  fandtion  of  re¬ 
wards  and  punifhments  1  the  fir  ft 
being  defigned  for  the  encourage¬ 
ment  of  virtue,  the  laft  for  the 
fubverfion  of  vice.  While  thefe 
two  objedts  are  kept  iir  view,  the 
great  ends  of  government  firft 

mentioned  will  be  obtained. 

/  .  *■ 


But  how  it  has  happened  I  can- 

2  ,  not 


(  viii  ) 

not  fay,  yet  fo  it  is,  that  virtue  has 
not  received  encouragement  pro¬ 
portionate  to  its  value.  In  later 

f 

days,  it  has  either  been  fuppreffed 
by  a  vicious  minifter ;  or  crufhed 
by  a  reftlefs  faction ;  or  under¬ 
mined  by  the  malevolent  jefter. 
So  that  it  has  been  left  to  the  bare 
comfort  of  being  its  own  reward. 

And  as  virtue  has  drooped,  fo 
vice  has  reared  its  head.  This 
affords  us  but  a  melancholy  prof- 
pedt  :  fince  we  fee  by  the  light  of 
hiftory,  that  the  decreafe  of  king¬ 
doms  is  in.  proportion  to  the  in- 
creafe  of  vice.  Where  luxury  has 
gained  ground,  there  effeminacy 

O  d D 

lias  done  the  fame :  and  fortitude, 

the 


fc  ,  •  (kl 

the  bulwark  of  a  country,  is  be¬ 
come  a  ft  ranger  to  it.  Where 
avarice  has  prevailed,  there  the 
poor  are  made  the  flaves  of  the 
rich,  and  the  balance  of  a  free 

ftate  is  deftroyed. - Where  pro- 

fufion  has  been  the  fafhion  of 
the  times,  there  rapacioufnefs 
ftarts  up,  and  extorts  money,  not 
to  accumulate  but  to  fquander.— - 
/“Where  lafcivioufnefs  reigns,  there 
ws  in  a  torrent  of  debauchery, 
to  the  diftradtion  of  private  fami¬ 
lies,  and  to  the  infult  of  public 
laws. 


fajmf#  TZ  * 


No  empire  can  ftand  long  un¬ 
der  the  lofs  of  virtue,  and  nothing 
can  fecure  a  nation  but  the  reco¬ 
very 


very  of  It.  Nothing  but  fome 
great  affliction  can  poffibly  make 
them  regain  their  fenfes,  which 
may  ferve  to  terrify  them  into  the 
right  path  of  decency  and  honour. 

Let  us  look  into  the  amia¬ 
ble  conduit  of  the  two  find  per- 
fonages  of  this  kingdom.  They 
have  fet  an  illuftrious  pattern  of 
comeftic  iiappinefs  in  a  life  of  vir¬ 
tue.  But  though  virtue  may  he 
juftly  efteemed  one  of  the  brighteft 
jewels  of  a  crown,  yet  it  has  not 
influence  fufficient  to  expel  the 
poifon  of  private  vices :  which 
muft  in  time  produce  public  ca¬ 
lamities.  W e  fhall  bring  in- 
fiances  enough  to  prove  this  af- 

fertioa 


fertion  in  the  following  Iheets. 

'  In  order  to  which,  it  is  my  defign 
to  make  Adultery,  one  of  thefe 
vices  fo  prevalent  among  us,  the 
chief  topic  of  them.  But  I  (hall 
firft  fpeak  of  Marriage,  whereof 
it  is  an  abufe  :  that  I  may  the  bet¬ 
ter  illuftrate  how  great  this  abufe 
of  it  is. 
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Historical  Account,  &c. 


C  H  A.  P.  I, 

G  N  M  A  R  R  I  A  G  E. 

S  E  C  T  I  O  N  I. 

Its  beginning. 


"f  TTHEN  the  all-wife  Cre~ 
%/%/  ator  made  this  lower 

world,  he  provided  for 
the  continuance  of  its  feveral  parts 
in  their  kinds,  till  it  ihould  be  his 
good  pleafure  to  put  an  end  to  the 
whole.  This  is  moft  obfervable 
in  refpedl  to  all  kinds  of  living 
creatures.  But  as  the  Offspring 

B  of 


of  mankind  requires  a  longer  and 
greater  care  in  bringing  up  than 
the  Offspring  ox  any  other  living 
creatures,  fo  he  intended  a  dridter 
and  a  more  lading  union  between 
the  Parents. 


SECTION  II. 

Its  nature. 

TH  I  S  union  is  in  our  tongue 
'Piled  Marriage:  and  is  not 
only  the  fil'd,  but  the  mod  per¬ 
fect  union  that  can  be  formed 
among  men.  For  if  the  union  be¬ 
tween  a  man  and  his  father  is  by 
nature  very  great,  that  between  a 
man  and  his  wife  is  dill  greater : 

becaufe 


becaufe  they  become  united  not 
only  by  nature  but  alfo  by  corn- 
pad  and  intereft. 

Some  have  refin’d  upon  this  uni¬ 
on  between  man  and  wife,  as  if 
it  were  in  a  manner  to  continue 
after  death  :  for  which  reafon  they 
have  difapp rov’d  of  a  lecond  mar¬ 
riage.  This  fentiment  prevailed 
very  early  in  the  world,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Virgil,  who  brings  in  Dido 
making  the  following  declaration 

•  I  t  ' 

*  “  But  firft  let  yawning  earth  a  pafiage  rend. 
And  let  me  through  the  dark  abyfs  defcend ; 

Firll 

*  Sed  mihi  vel  tellus  optem  prius  ima  dehifcat  j 
Vel  pater  omnipotenj  adigat  me  fulmine  ad  umbras, 


HHl  let  avenging  Jove  with  Hames  from  high,"] 
Drive  down  this  body  to  the  nether  Iky,  J 
Condemn’d  with  Ghoits  in  endlefs  night  to 
lie  • 

lie,  ,  j 

Before  I  break  the  plighted  faith  I  gave.  ^ 


No ;  he  who  had  my  vows,  fhall  ever  have  ; 


©r  whom  I  lov’d  on  earth,  I  worfhip  in  the 


> 


grave 


j 


Drvden’s  Yirc. 


*  Thus  too  Valeria,  a  fitter  of 

the 


Pallentes  umbras  Erebi,  noflemque  profundam  ; 

Ante,  Pudor,  cuam  te  vioio,  aut  tua  jura  rcfolvo. 

Ilk  meos,  primus  <iui  me  hbi  junxit,  amores 
Abftulit  j  iile  habeat  fecum,  fcrvetaue  fbpulchro. 

Vi rg,  /Encid.  1,  if.  v,  24. 

*  Erafm.  Apoth.  viii.  19.  Valeria, 
Meflalarum  loror,  rogata,  Cur  amijfis 

Servi$y 


the  Meflalas,  being  afked,  Why , 
having  loft  Servius,  Jhe  would  not 
marry  another  ?  anfwer’d,  Becaufe 
my  hufband,  Servius,  always  lives 

to  me. 

*  Again  the  younger  Portia, 
when  a  certain  woman  was  com¬ 
mended  in  her  prefence  as  a  per- 

* 

fon  of  good  morals,  who  yet  had 
married  twice,  laid,  A  matron  who 
is  happy  and  chajh,  marries  but  once . 

Among 


Servio ,  nulli  vellet  nubere  ?  Quonlam , 
inquit,  mi  hi  femper  vivit  maritus  Ser¬ 
vius. 

_ *  *  ** 

*  Erafm.  Apoth.  viii,  Portia  Mi-. 

B  3  nor. 


*  Among  the  Romans,  women, 
who  had  been  content  with  one 
marriage,  were  prefented  with  the 
crown  of  Chaility.  For  they  judg¬ 
ed,  That  woman’s  mind  was  chafte. 


nor,  quum  laudaretur  apud  earn  mu- 
lier  quaedam  ut  bene  morata,  qute  ta- 
men  iterarat  matrimonium,  Felix ,  in¬ 
quit,  ac  ■pudica  matrona  non  mbit  niji 
fern!. 

*  Val.  Max.  ii.  c.  i.  §3.  Qu$  lino 
contents  matrimonio  fuerant,  corona 
pudieitias  honorabantur :  Exiftimabant 
enim  eum  prascipue  matronas  fincera 
tide  incorruptum  effe  animum,  qui  poft 
depofit$  virginitatis  cubile  in  publicum 
egredi  nefciret  ^  multorum  matrimo- 
niorum  experientiam  quafi  illegitimse 
cujufdam  intemperantite  lignum  efle 
credentes. 


which 


/  J 


which,  after  the  firft  marriage 
wherein  {lie  quitted  her  virgin- 
flate,  could  not  bear  to  come  forth 
to  a  fecond :  they  looking  upon 
the  practice  of  feveral  marriages  to 
be  as  it  were  a  mark  of  a  certain 
lawlefs  incontinence. 

Tacitus  giving  an  account  of  the 
manners  of  the  ancient  Germans, 
obferves  that  *  Thofe  cities  flou- 

ri  ill 

- » . . .  — ■  

*  Tac,  Germ.  c.  xix.  Melius — eaj 
civitates,  in  quibus  tantutn  virgines 
nubunt,  et  cum  fpe  votoque  uxoris 
femel  tranfigitur.  Sic  unum  accipi- 
unt  maritum,  quomodo  unum  corpus, 
unamque  vitam,  ne  ulla  cogitatio  tiL 
tra,  ne  longior  cupiditas,  ne  tanquam 

B  4  maritum. 


rilh  bed  where  only  Virgins  marry  j 
and  where  a  wife's  hope  and  with' 
is  over  once  for  all.  So  they  take 
one  hufhand,  as  one  body  and  one 
life  i  heft  there  be  any  thought 
beyond,  any  longer  deiire,  and  left 
they  may  not  love  the  bufband, 
but  the  marriage. 

%  %  f  f 

This,  delicacy,  in  regard  to  a  fc- 
cond  marriage,,  may  be  very  com¬ 
mendable  in  general :  but  it  will 
not  hold  good  in  all  cafes.  For  if 
a  young  woman  marry  becaufe  ihe 
has  not  the  gift  of  continency,  and 
the  marriage  be  foon  diffolved  .by 


maritum,  fed  tanquam  matrimoniunv 
ament, 

'  V  Jj  t  *;i  • 

death-. 


*•  * 

death  or  otherwife  ;  the  reafon  may 
be  as  ftrong  for  a  fecond  marriage 
as  for  the  firft — Again,  if  through 
the  fword,  or  famine,  or  peffi~ 
lence/  a  country  become  weak, 
file  feems  in  a  manner  obliged, 
without  a  fufficient  reafon  to  the 
contrary,  by  a  re-marriage,  to  con¬ 
tribute  towards  the  repeopling  of 
it. — And  again,  if  a  didrefl  widow 

fhould  have  an  offer  made  her  of 
marrying  a  man,  who  might  put 

her  in  eafy  circumftances,  fhe 
would  not  furely  be  to  blame  if  fhe 
embraced  fuch  an  offer.  For  when 
Portia  faid,  A  matron  who  is  happy , 
marries  but  once ;  fhe  tacitly  ac¬ 
knowledg’d,  That  were  that  ma- 

B  5  tron 


tron  unhappy,  fhe  might  then  mar¬ 
ry  twice. 


SECTION  Ilf. 


Its  progrefs. 


A  R  R  I  A  G  E,  being  infti - 


tuted  of  God  in  the  time  of 


man  s  innocency ,  was  delivered  down 
by  his  Church  to  future  ages.  And 


though  in  procefs  of  time  there 


arofe  a  generation  after  them,  which 
knew  not  the  Lord,  yet  this  infti- 
tution  was  found  even  with  them. 
We  are  told  indeed,’  that  in  the 
Region,  afterward  called  Attica, 
the  Sexes  coupled  promifcuoufly 


like 


t  II  ] 

like  the  beafts  of  the  field :  but 
we  are  told  again,  that  Cecrops  the 
firft  king  of  the  Athenians,  among 
other  wife  regulations,  made  this 
of  marriage,  according  to  Nonnus ; 

*  Cadmus  Invented  letters,  Solon  laws. 

And  Cecrops  marriage-bonds. 

For  the  people  of  Attica  were 
then  in  a  depraved  ftate ;  and  Ce¬ 
crops  undertook  to  make  them 
live,  not  like  beafts,  but  like  men. 


*  Ketfytos  I vyXuicrtTOio  ogyayx 

Qect(j.u  2oXwv  a%gav?ct)  xcu  ivvo/uoy  Ar$lfo  9 teukw, 
Ju^vyins  ahVTCic.  crwgifra  o'i^vyE  Ksxgo^, 

Non n,  Djonysjc,  1.  kb 


■> 
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SECTION  iv: 

Agreeable  to-  the  law  of  nature. 

INDEED  we  have  a  fufficienti 
warrant  to  fay  that  Marriage 
was,  not  only  fan&ified  by  the  law 
of  God,  but  enforc’d  by  the  law  of 
nature.  '*  Cicero  afTures  us,  that 
w  The  hrA  of  all  the  Philosophers 
taught  it  to  be_o£dained  by  nature* 


-f-  Cic.  de  finib.  I.  iv.  c.  7.  Primr 
ex  omnibus  Philofophis  a  natura  tri- 
butum  die  docuerunt,  ut  ii,  qui  pro- 
creati  effent,  a  procreatoribus  amaren- 
tur,  et,  id  quod  temporum  ordine 
antiquius  eft,  ut  conjugia  virorum  et 
uxorum  natura  eonjunfta  die  dice- 
rent. 

that 


[  13  ] 

that  they  who  are  begotten  are  be¬ 
loved  by  thofe  who  beget  them  > 
and,  what  in  the  order  of  time  is 
more  ancient,  they  aflerted,  that 
the  marriages  of  hufbandsand  wives 
are  formed  by  nature.” 

And  this  he  declares  as  his  own 
opinion  j  “  *  Since  we  may  per¬ 
ceive  that  man  is  born  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  men,  it  is  agreeable  to 
this  nature  for  a  wife  man,  that  he 


*  Cic  de  fin.  iii.  c.  20.  Cum. — ad 
confervandos  homines  homineni  natum 
efie  videamus,  confentaneum  eft  huic 
naturae,  ut  fapiens  velit— ut  e  natura 
vivat,  uxorem  adjungere,  et  velle  ex 
ea  liberos. 


may 


may  live  according  to  nature,  to 
take  a  wife,  and  raife  children  of 
her.” 

m  ■  f  - 

«  * 

But  the  defcription  of  the  mar- 
ried-flate,  bv  the  fame  Author, 
plainly  demonftrates,  that  of  all 
fellowfhips,  it  is  the  moil  fuitable 
to  the  nature  of  man.  I  {hall  give 
an  abftradt  of  it  only  for  brevity’s 
fake.*  The  union  of  marriage 

is 


*  Cic.  Fragm.  Maritale  Conjugium 
fie  comparatum  eft  natura,  ut  non 
folum  jucundiffima,verum  etiam  utilif- 
fima  vitre  focietas  iniretur  j  et  ne  ge¬ 
nus  humanum  temporis  longinquitate 
occideret ;  Propter  hoc,  mas  cum 

femina 


I 


[  *5  ] 

is  fo  contriv’d  by  nature,  that  by 
it  not  only  the  moft  plea  ling,  but 
even  the  moft  ufeful  fociety  of  life 
might  be  entered  into ;  and  that 
mankind  (hould  not  perifh  through 
length  of  time.  For  this  reafon 
the  Male  is  joined  with  the  Female, 
and  likewife,  that  from  the  fame 


femina  eft  conjundus ;  deinde  ut  ex 
eadem  focietate  mortalibus  adjutatoria 

% 

fenedutis,  nec  minus  propugnacula 
preparentur.  Turn  etiam  cum  vidus 
et  cultus  humanus,  non  uti  feris  in 
propatulo  ac  fylveftribus  locis,  fed 
domi  fub  tedo  accurandus  effet,  ne- 
cefiarium  fuit  alterutrum  foris  et  fub 
dio  efie,  qui  labore  et  induftria  com- 
pararet,  intus,  qui  tedis  reconderet 
atque  cuftodiret. 

fociety. 


(  >6  ] 

fociety,  aids  and  fupports  might 
be  prepared  for  Old-age.  And 
then  hnce  meat  and  clothing  muft 
be  provided  for  men,  not  in  wil- 
dernefles,  and  in  the  open  air,  as 
for  wild  beads,  but  at  home  un¬ 
der  a  roof;  it  was  necdTary  that 
the  one  of  the  married  couple, 
fhould  be  abroad,  who  by  labour 
and  industry  fhould  get  what  might 
be  needful,  the  other  within,  who 
fhould  hoard  up,  and  keep  under 
cover  what  was  gotten.” 

Thefe  quotations,  out  of  a  ce¬ 
lebrated  heathen  writer,  ought  to 
weigh  fomething  with  thofe  Li¬ 
bertines,  who  argue,  That  Mar¬ 
riage  is  not  the  voice  of  nature, 

but 


4 


[  *7  1 

but  a  reftraint  put  upon  man  by 
Civil  Policy. 


SECTION  V. 

Its  life  and felicity. 

A  Little  experience  difeovered 
of  what  excellent  ufe  this 
inftitution  of  marriage  was  to  the 
world.  Indeed  for  every  man  to 
have  his  own  wife ,  and  every  woman 
her  own  hufband,  is  the  belt  me¬ 
thod  of  propagating  the  human 
fpecies— —of  afcertaining  whofe  the 
children  are  which  are  brought 

o 

forth- - of  improving  the  enjoy  ¬ 

ments  of  life  by  imparting  them 
—  of  lefiejiing  its  cares  and  for- 

s 


rows 


t  >8  J 

/ 

tows  by  dividing  them— of  pre¬ 
venting  men  from  wafting  their 
time,  health,  and  fubftance,  in 
wild  purfuits — of  fixing  property, 
and  thereby  maintaining  peace  and 
order  in  the  commonwealth. 

A  happy  marriage  is  certainly 
the  higheft:  degree  of  earthly  fe¬ 
licity.  The  Roman  Pindar  inti¬ 
mates  fo  much  by  the  following 

lines; 

* Happy,  thrice  happy,  both  the  kinds* 
Whom  an  unbroken  wedlock  binds  y 

'  Whoft 

-rfilf  T" ■■«■■■  ■  H  —  '■■■—  ■  —I  IH  II  11  ,'lmi  IM.TO.HI  Mill  !■  IIMII  ■  IW  I  III  U—l  ■  > 

*  Felices  ter,  et  amplius, 

Quos  irrupta  tenet  copula,  nec  raalis 


Divulfui 


[  l9  ] 

Whofe  love  unhurt  by  quarrels  lad. 

Till  the  full  time  of  life  be  pall. 

And  our  Englifh  Homer  jpeaks  thus 
in  its  praife : 

s  Hail  wedded  love,  myderious  law,  true  fonrce 

Of  human  offspring,  foie  propriety 

In  Paradife,  of  all  things  common  elfe  1 

By  thee  adulterous  lull  was  driv’n  from  men 

Among  the  beflial  herds  to  range  ;  by  thee 

Founded  in  reafon,  loyal,  jud,  and  pure, 

Relations  dear,  and  all  the  charities 
% 

Of  Father,  Son,  and  Brother,  fird  were  known. 
Far  be  it  that  I  ihould  write  thee  fin  or  blame*, 


Divulfus  querimoniis, 

Sup.rema  citius  folvet  amor  die. 

Hor.  i,  Gd.  13,  v.  17. 


Or 


L 


50 


Or  think  tlice  unbefitting  holieft  place. 
Perpetual  fountain  of  domellic  fweets, 

Whofe  bed  is  undefiPd,  and  chafle  pronounced, 
Prcfent,  or  pail,  as  Saints  and  Patriarchs  usM. 
Here  Love  his  golden  fhafts  employs, here  lights 
His  conllant  lamp,  and  waves  his  purple  wings, 

S  .  ’  *  .  -  J 

Reigns  here,  and  revels;  not  In  the  bought  fmifes 
Of  Harlots,  lovelefs,  joylefs,  unindear’d, 
Cafual  fruition  ;  nor  in  Court- Amours, 

Mixt  dance,  or  wanton  malts,  or  midnight  balls. 
Or  Serenate  which  the  ftarv’d  Lover  fings 
To  his  proud  fair,  heft  quitted  with  difdain* 
Milton  Par,  Loft,  h,  iv%  I,  73©^ 


/ 
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SECTION  VI. 

Its  encouragement . 

TH  E  ancient  lawgivers  hav¬ 
ing  abundantly  difcover’d 
the  ufefulnefs  of  marriage,  gave  it 
all  proper  encouragement. 

*  Herodotus  fpeaks  of  a  law 

which 


*  Herod  ^  i.  N qjjloi  Szgcvto ic'iooS'e  xcc~ 
Te^ectTcti'  6  juch  a oj (poor oct os'  oSe  xccrcc. 
yvca/jwv  tuV  ^jucer^ocv  too  xocl  I/.Avpicov 
orvvSrocvofJLcti  Kcctcl  xoojjlcls  excc* 

<^CC$  <Z7TCt£  Td  It  SOS  exceed  S7T0iiST0  TCtib' 
60?  CtV  CCl  TTOtp&tVQl  yeVQlCLTO  yocpLOlV 

oogoacciy  tccvtccs  oxoos  Gvvocyxyoitv  ttqt 

OQCi* 
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which  the  Illyrian  Magiflratcs 
put  in  pra&ice  once  every  year  in 
all  their  towns.  “  When  they  had 
gathered  all  the  Virgins  that  were 
marriageable,  they  brought  them 
together  into  one  place.  Round 
about  them  flood  a  company  of 

men. 

iwrrinifn  m  i  in . . 

g-otfj  2$  sv  y/oopiov  ecrxyecrxov  aA tots  ?rs~ 
Si  CLVTCCS  1$OCTO  QfXlXo$  dvSpooV.  OLVC 
^d$  S' 2  xo,TOt,  jxinv  exdcf'nv  xrigv^  7rco?Jea  xs9 
TTDOoTCC  fj}-V  IW  Iv&S  £S~CLTYIV  27C  7TCCG200V* 

tj.era  S\  cxas  ’an rri  wpmoc  ttoXXov  %gu- 
crlov  TrpccQ&Mi  ceAAtfi'  ocvexYipvo^e  yi  pter* 

ht€l  MV  1(7X2  tirooXioovTo  Si 

hri  avvQixWGi*  caoi  [xriv  Si  1  laxov  euSoti- 
fj.ov2$  t 00 v  BaCuA oovloov  iTriyccpnoi 3  ut rtp- 
CocAhovres'  aAAfiAe?  e^ooviovro  t  cc$ 

XCC/\?U^eVrd(7Ci$'  0(701  S' \  TO  SrtjXd  1<7X0V 

?7rlyCi[X0l’>  fdTGl  S'C  2lS  €G$  fXiV  dSiV  iS'iQVTO 

%tr>9* 


men.  Then  a  Cryer  rofe  up,  and 
expos'd  to  fale  each  Virgin  one  by 
one,  but  firft  the  handfomeft  of 
them  all.  As  foon  as  fhe  was  fold 
off  at  a  confiderable  price,  he  put 
up  another  who  was  the  hand- 
fomeft  next  to  her.  Now  they 
were  fold  for  marriage.  Thofe  of 


5  01  S  OLV  %p)1lUOLTCL  TS  XUl  (XA^iOVOiS 
7rctpQ$vK'd<>  e\<zfj£cLVGV.  cJs  yocp  Sri  oi 

&01  0  X7ICV&  TTWhtCtiV  TOCS  ivCiSt^CtTOCS  T 00V 
TTCCp^reVOOV  dvi$7)  OLV  T  T.V  CtttOg(pOT(XTVV0 
V  Bl-TlS  GLUT 200 V  spt7TVPCS  71 B*  XOLl  TOCVTYIV 
avexripvocre,  oq~i$  SrePiei  ePia^t^ov  wwlov 
A oc€u)V}  ovvoixeeiVj  durri*  h  o  tgj  to  sAgl- 

*X}$OV  BTTiq-'Cif/.eVGJ  TrPQGZXeiTQ.  TO  SI  OLV 

%fvcriov  sylvtTQ  cctto  TOOV  WGiSiooV  7TCLQ- 
&&VCOP$  xcci  8T CO  al  lvjXOp(pOL  TCL$  CCJJ„0p(p&5 
Xcci  BfL7 rriPrd$  e^eSiSooLcrciv, 


the 
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the  Babylonians  who  were  in  happy 
circumdances,  and  of  age  to  marry, 
out-bidding  one  janother,  bought 
up  the  prettied;.  But  whoever  of 
the  common  people  were  of  age  to 
marry,  thefe  had  no  need  of  exqui- 
iite  beauty,  and  therefore  took  both 
money  and  the  homelier  Virgins 
together.  For  as  foon  as  the  Cryer 
had  done  felling  the  Virgins  who 
were  the  prettied,  he  put  up  the 
uglied,  or  if  any  one  of  them 
were  blemidi’d.  Then  he  pro¬ 
pos’d  her  to  be  married,  to  him 
who  would  take  the  lead  money 
with  her  :  till  die  fell  to  that  man 
who  made  the  lowed  demand.  The 
money  arofe  from  'the  fale  of  the 

faired 


% 
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faireft  virgins.  And  fo  the  well- 
favour’d  provided  for  the  ill-fa- 
vour’d  and  blemifli’d. 

*  With  the  firft  Romans  great¬ 
er  honour  was  not  ufed  to  be 
paid  to  birth  and  fortune  than 
to  age.  But  after  that  an  Off- 
fpring  feemed  necefiary  for  the 
City,  then  whoever  had  a  wife 


*  Aul.  Gel!,  ii.  c.  ig.  Apud  anti- 
quiflimos  Romanorum,  neque  generi 
neque  pecunire  prseftantior  honos  tri- 

bui  quam  setati  folitus.  Sed  poftquam 
foboles  civitati  neceffaria  vifa  eft  ;  turn 
antelati  quibufdam  in  rebus  qui  u jc- 
orem  quique  liberos  haberent  ieniori- 
bus  neque  liberos  neque  uxores  ha- 
bentibus. 

and 


C 
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and  children  were  preferred  in  feme 
things  before  their  elders  who  had 
neither  children  nor  wives. 


v 


IN  ay  lometimes  married  men 
were  preferred  even  before  men  in 
office.'*  “  The  Prelident  of  the 
province  of  Crete  came  to  vifit  the 

Philo- 


■f  Aul  Gell.  ii.  c.  2.  Ad  Pnilofo- 
phum  Taurum  Athenas  vifendi  ejns 
gratia  venerat  Pnefes  Cretre  provin- 
ciae  •,  et  cum  eo  fimul  ejufdem  Pra> 
jidis  Pater  ;  allata  una  fella  eft,  quae 
in  promptu  erat :  atque  dum  aliae 
promebantur,  appofita  eft.  Invita- 
vit  Taurus  Patrem  Praefidis  ut  federet. 
Atque  iile  ait  ;  Sedeat  hie  potius,  qui 
psputi  Rcmani  Magijlratm  eft.  Ahftque 

pr<s- 


Philofopher  Taurus  at  Athens,  and 
with  him  the  Preiident’s  Father. 
One  chair  was  brought  that  was 
at  hand ;  and  while  others  were 
bringing;,  it  was  drawn  near.  Tau- 

O  o 7 

rus  invited  the  Preiident’s  Father 
to  tit.  He  faid  ;  Let  him  Jit  rather 
who  is  a  magijlrate  of  the  Roman 
People.  Without  offence,  faid  Taurus, 
•do  yon  Jit  in  the  mean  time,  %vhile  we 
enquire  and  examine ,  whether  it  be 
moji  proper  that  you  fit,  who  are  a 
Father,  or  your  jon  who  is  a  Ma~ 
gif  rate." 


prajudido,  inquit  Taurus,  tu  intereafede, 
dum  injpicimus  quterimufque  utrum  con - 
veniat ,  tine  potius  federe  yui  Pater  es , 
an  filium  qui  Magifiratus  eft, 

C  2  Quindtus 
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*  Quinftus  Metellus  Numidi- 
cus  the  Cenfor,  and  afterwards 
Julius,  and  then  Auguftus,  made 
a  law  about  marrying  the  people, 
inviting  them  by  rewards  and  im¬ 
munities  to  propagate  an  iffue ; 
viz.  to  him  who  had  three  chil- 


*  Alex.  ab.  Alex.  iv.  c.  8.  Q.  Me¬ 
tellus  Numidicus  cenfor,  et  poftea  Di- 
vus  Julius,  deinde  Auguftus,  legem 
de  maritandis  ordinibus  tulere,  eos  ad 
progeniem  propagandam  pnemijs  et 
immunitatibus  invitantes :  fiquidem, 
cui  tres  erant  liberi,  vacatio  muneris  : 
cui  plures,  libertasdonabatur.— Quin- 
etiam  prseturas,  quaefturas,.  et  confu- 
latus,  honorefque  et  magiftratus,  Ro¬ 
mani  veteres  nifi  parentibus  plurium 
liberorum  comitijs  dedere. 


e 


dren 
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dren  was  allowed  a  difpenfatioa 
from  office,  to  him  who  had  more 
was  given  his  freedom.  Moreover 
the  old  Romans  bellowed  in  their 
aflemblies,  Praetorlhips,  Quasllor- 
fhips,  and  Confulfhips,  both  ho¬ 
nours  and  magiftracies,on  none  but 
the  parents  of  many  children.” 

Nay  the  father  even  of  but  one 
child  had  a  right  to  inherit  the 
eilates  of  Grangers  $  and  to  receive 
legacies.  This  gave  rife  to  that 
obfervation  of  Plutarch,  *  “  Many 

■'  . . . —  —-■■■■  ■  . . . . . . . ■■■'  " 

*  Plut.  de  amore  prolis.  P ojuxlw 
ttqAAoi  yctfAHci  koli  yevQWiVj  °lvcc 
x  A vgQvofAovs  tycoocriV]  uAA9  iict  xAngovo” 

fJLU'V 
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Romans 


Romans  marry  and  get  children* 
not  that  they  may  have  heirs,  but 
may  be  qualified  to  inherit. ^ 


f  Through  me  you  have  obtain’d  a  PatherT 
merit,. 

To  receive  windfalls,  and  eftatcs  inherit* 
four  profits  will  be  more  and  greater  yet, 

i 

If  of  three  children  I  compleat  the  fet. 


t  Jura  parentis  habes  5  propter  me  fcriberis  haeres^ 
Legatum  omne  capis  5  nec  non  et  duke  caducutiu 
Commoda  praeterea  junguntur  multa  caducis, 

Si,  numsrum,  fi  tres  iixjpleverw* 


Juv,  Sat,  ix,  v, 


And 
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And  here  I  {hall-  venture  to  oh- 
ferve  that  it  would  be  no  bad 
policy,  if  in  this  prefen t  ftate  and 
age,  marriage  were  more  encou¬ 
raged  among  the  poorer  fort  than 
it  is.  There  has  long  prevailed  with 
us  a  paffion  for  building  Hofpitals  : 
which  are  grown  at  lafc  fo  nu¬ 
merous  as  to  leiTen  the  induftry 
and  frugality  of  men  in  low  sta¬ 
tions.  But  it  would  be  very  be¬ 
neficial  even  to  the  Public,  if  a 
fund  could  be  eftabliih’d  in  every 
County,  that  might  contribute  to¬ 
wards  the  maintenance  of  the  La¬ 
bourer’s  Family  in  proportion  to 
its  number,  not  fo  much  to  relieve 
them  in  di  ft  refs,  as  to  prevent  their 
falling  into  it.  For  the  men  of - 

C  4  this 


-  this  rank  are  iri  effect  not  only 

\  *-  '  ■> 

the  fupport,  but  the  defence  of 
the  rich,  and  great  :  and  therefore 
demand  all  the  encouragement  that 
Law  can  prefcribe,  or  Charity  be- 

few. 

Horace  thews- us  the  great  bene¬ 
fits  which  had  accrued  to  the  Ro- 

*  '  -i 

man  State  by  the  hands  that  came 
from  the  plough.  Having  firft  in¬ 
veigh'd  againfl  the  Youth  of  his 
own  time,  he  favs. 

J  < 

•  ..  \  \  i 

*  Not  fach  a  Youth,  of  fa  ch  a  II  rain  * 

.  .  .. . i 

Who  dy’d  with  Punic  gore  the  main  $ 

ww 

\  "  r  1 

*  Non  his  juventus  orta  parentibus 

infecit  jeqvtor  fan^uine  Penico  3 
;  -v  Pyrrhum^ue^  . 


Who  Pyrrhus*  flying  Wa r  purfu’d  i 

l  I’’-"'  ^ 

u 

Antiochus  the  Great  fubdu’d  ; 

V  ”  > 

And  taught  the  terror  qf  the  field, 

■\  r 

The  cruel  Hannibal,  to  yield  : 

p  *  - 

v%,  .  * 

’  Buta  rough  race,  inur’d  to  toil ; 

✓  ^  - 

With  heavy  fpade  to  turn  the  foil  % 

And  by  a  mother’s  will  fevere 
To  fell  the  wood,  and  homeward  bear 

-  i  '  „  .  ,  J  '  :  ' 

h  Jr 

Pyrrhumque,  et  ingentem  cecidit 
Antiochum,  Annibalemque  dirum,. 

Sed  rufticorum  mafcula  militum 

» 

-  ■  ■  > 

-  Froles  j  Sabellis  do<Tta  ligonibusr 
Yerfare  giebasj  et  feveras 
Matris  ad  arbitrium  recifos 
Portare  fuftes  5  Sol  ubi  montiuni 
Mutaret  umbras,  et  juga  demerit 
Bobus  fatigatis  j  amicum 

Tempus  agens  abeunte  curru* 

Hor,  iii,  £*v,  33., 
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\  -  . 

Tlie  ponderous  load,  even  when  the  Sun 
His  downward  courfe  of  light  had  sun  ; 
And  from  the  weltern  mountain’s  head 
His  changing  ihadows  length’ning  fpread  ; 
And  with  the  friendly  hour  of  red. 
Unyok’d  the  team  with  toil  opprelL” 

Francis,. 


C  H  A  P. 
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C  H  A  P.  II, 

ON  CELIBACY. 

SECTION  I. 

Celibacy  difcountenanced. 

AS  the  Ancients  encouraged 
Marriage  ;  fo  they  difcoun- 
-  tenanted  Celibacy  *.  Camillus  and 

Poft- 


*  Val.  Max.  ii.  c.  9.  §  1.  Camillus 
et  Pofthumius  Cenfores  sera  p cense: 
nomine  eos  qui  ad  fenectutem  coeiibes 
pervenerant,  in  serarium  deferre  juf- 
ferunt :  iterum  puniri  dignos,  fi  quo, 

C  6  modo 


Pofthumius  when  Cenfors  appoint¬ 
ed  that  old  Bachelors  fhould  pay- 
a  fum  of  money,  by  way  of  fine, 
into  the  public,  Treafury ;  and 
judged  them  worthy  of  being  pu¬ 
nched  a  fecond  time,  if  they  at  all 


modo  de  tarn  jufta  conftitutione  queri 
cfTent  aufi  :  cum  in  eum  modum  in- 
creparentur.  “  Natura  vobis  quemad- 
modum  nafcendi,  ita  gignendi  legem 
fcribit  i  parentesque  vos  alendo,  ne- 
potum  nutriendorum  debito  (fi.  quis 
pudor)  alligaverunt.  Accedit  his, 
quod  etiam  a  fortuna  longam  pne- 
ftandi  hujufce  muneris  vacationem 
eftis  afiecuti :  cum  interim  confumpti 
fint  anni  veftri,  et  mariti  et  patris  no¬ 
mine  vacui.  Ite  igitur  et  nodofam 

*3  ' 

exfolvite  Itipem,  utilem  pofteritati  nu- 
jmerofe.” 

pre- 
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prefumed  to  complain  of  io  juft  a 
determination  :  when  they  were  to 
be  reprimanded  in  the  following 
manner ;  “  Nature  prefcribes  you  a 
law,  as  of  birth  fo  of  procreation  ; 
and  your  Parents  in  breeding  you 
up,  bound  you  (if  there  be  any 
modefty)  under  the  obligation  of 
breeding  up  Grand-children  for 
them.  Add  to  all  this,  that  ye 
have  had  the  good  fortune  of  a 
long  time  for  the  performance 
of  this  duty  :  when  in  the  mean 
while  your  years  have  been  con- 
fumed  j,  and  you  have  been  free 
from  the  names  of  Hulband  and 
Father.  Go  therefore  and  open 

x 

your  cheft  which  ye  have  kept 
clofe  -  locked,  that  it  may  be 

■  .  .  ©f 
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©f  ufe  to  the  many  who  jfliall  come; 
after  you. 

Hence  we  may  learn  that  Ba¬ 
chelors  were  formerly  taxed,  how¬ 
ever  weak  the  reafons  given  for  it 
might  have  feemed  to  them. 

*  Lycurgus  fet  a  mark  of  infamy 

on 


*  Plut.  in  Lycurgo.  a  fAv  aAAcs  xcci 

CLTlfJLi&V  T tVCC  T  01$  CCyCiULOl $* 

&gyovTo  yoig  ev  tolls  yvjJLVQTrcuS'ious 
tvs  S^as.  ts  %&[aoovq$  qi  uev  clp^gv— 
Tts  ccutovs  SKtAevov  ev  xvxAoo  yvjju'ovsj, 
vregiitvdu  r nv  ctyogavy  oi  cTs  Tre^tiovrSy 
7}^ov  els  avTcvs  ooSwv  t ivee  7re7roL^fxiniv 
go$  ^i'xjxiol  nvoityoiev y  otl  t ois  vojxois  ctvrei- 
\fjVQi*.  Tigris  cN  $  &egct7r&cc$  nv  veoi  Tr^ea* 

&JT£f>0& 
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on  men  who  declined  marriage- 
For  they  were  debarr’d  admittance 
to  the  fliows  of  young  women,  who 
performed  feveral  public  exercifes 
undreffed.— The  Archons  ordered 
them  to  go  round  the  Forum 
naked  in  the  winter  feafon  :  and 
as  they  went  round  they  fung  a 
fong  -  made  upon  themfelves,  that 
they  fuffered  what  was  right  for 
difobeying  the  laws. — And  they 
had  allb  that  refpedt  with-holden 
from  them,  which  was  wont  to  be 


Cvt egois  Trcc^mcoVj  €q~egQPTO:oSrev-  £}  to 
TTgGS  /ItuXVTklS'cCV  pn&ZV  CuS'BlSy  efASfAr- 
*^CtTOD  KCC17TSP  euS'GKIUQV  QVTCC  (fgCtTtJ* 
yov.  sttlgvtl  yag  dvrqj^  eiTrm^  O ya g 


iyjol  av  t ov  vr/rei^ovrcc  yeyewxas. 


z 


fhewed 
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fhewed  by  the  young  men  to  their 
Elders.  Hence  nobody  blamed 
what  was  faid  to  Dercyllidas* 
though  a  famous  Captain  :  for  one 
of  the  younger  men  did  not  give  up 
his  feat  to  him,  as  he  approached, 
faying,  You  have  not  begotten  a  fon} 
who  might  hereafter  give  up  his  feat 
to  me. 

But  Athenaeus  goes  further,  and 
fays  *  “  that  in  Sparta  the  wo~ 
men,  on  a  certain  feftival  day. 


*  Athen.  xiii.  Tiv  XaxiS'aly.ovi  toih 
aydyoui  cti  yvva.ir.ii  iv  scpTn  Tiviy  Tripi 
tcv  (ttoycv  gAx.a cat  pairlfuriv,  ivcc  Ttiv 
tx  ra  7rpa.yy.aToi  vSoiv  fvyovTeg.  <pt- 
Xcq-o^ycbii  Ti  Oj  iv  coca.  7rpociooai  roii 

I 

yxfXQlS* 

-  dragged 
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dragged  the  unmarried  men  round 

OO 

about  an  altar,  and  beat  them  with 
rods :  that,  to  avoid  the  fcandal 
a  riling  from  this  deed,  they  might 
become  lovers  of  children,  and  in 
good  time  betake  themfelves  to 
marriage.” 

O 

The  procedure  of  the  Ancients 
againfl  Bachelors  feems  to  want 
feme  apology.  It  may  therefore  be 
prefumed,  that  in  many  cafes  in¬ 
dulgences  were  allowed  them  > 
and  that  the  laws  concerning  them 
were  not  put  in  execution  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  rigour,  unlefs  where 
there  was  a  fcarcity  of  Inhabitants. 
Otherwife  it  would  have  been 
too  great  an  encroachment  upon 

the 


the  liberty  of  fubjedts,  for  whofe 
fake  the  laws  were  principally 
made  and  who  were  the  bed: 
judges  what  Hate  of  life  would  fuit 
them  bell. 


S  E  C  T  I 


Some  Pbilojopbers  for 

JERE  too  I  muff  ingenu- 
i  ouily  confefs,  that  fome  an¬ 
cient  Philofophers  gave  Celibacy 
the  preference  to  marriage,  both  in 
their  own  practice,  and  in  their 
advice  to  ethers.  For  inftance, 

*  When  Thales  was  importuned 

by 


’*  Diog.  Laert.  in  Thalete.  i.  26. 
.  '  'J ; 
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by  his  mother  to  marry,  he  laid. 
It  is  not  yet  time  •  again  when  fhe 
urged  it  more  vehemently  after  he 
advanced  in  years,  he  faid.  It  is  no 
longer  time . 

Had  the  generality  of  men  been 
of  his  humour,  not  only  many  no¬ 
ble  families,  and  whole  nations, 

but  mankind  itfelf  would  long  ago 
have  had  an  end.  So  that  he  con- 
fulted  his  own  eafe  more  than  the 
Public  Good.  Socrates  adted  like 
a  better  Citizen,  if  not  a  wifer  Phi- 

»  III  'n.  ■  ■■  ■  ...  .  .  .  1 --  '  ■  ,■ 

T  %  $  [JWTpc.5  dvoLyTto&F&ays  ctvrov  y^fxou^ 

O9v^st!'C0  Ttaipos.  «t ct  ZTr&S'r.  Tree™ 

P&wtV)  eyK&fiiyW)  eh re?v0  O'uxztl  xca~ 

/ 

gos*  . 

lofopher. 
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lofopher.  For  *  “  they  fay,  that 
the  Athenians,  being  defirous,  be- 
caufe  of  the  want  of  men,  to  in- 
creafe  the  number,  voted  that  every 
fingle  man  fhould  marry  ;  and  that 
Socrates  did  fo.” 

But  Plutarch  tells  us  the  fol¬ 
lowing  ftory  of  the  fame  Philofo- 
pher  Thales  *f*.  “  Solon  being  with 

Thales 


*  Diog.  Laert,  ii.  in  Socrate.  <Pxcn 

CovXii^evra.5  ’A Qr/Vcti'y?  tf'ict  to  Kenrai- 

fK  CV  C.'A*-  \  -A.'*  I 

crwav^naou  to  TvAYizros  (pytyicr- 
ce-crGaij  Ja/*#p  b  tcutq  ttopitoci  xj  'Xctoxga* 

T  YlV. 


y  Pint,  in  Solonc.  Jlgos  ©a hvu 

M/Awtop  eAS*oPTa.  top  2gA oovay  Srocvficc- 
rQ'riV  QT*  ydlfiQV  Xj  r&CCl£'Q7TQUCt$  TO  7TCiPCC- 

7T4LP 
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Thales  on  a  vhit  at  Miletus,  won¬ 
dered  he  was  altogether  indifferent 

about 


Trap  wyeAvxe.  xj  top  0aAw  tots  y?p 
u iwirna at'  S'la.TuTrovTct,  cT’&A iya$  fiyJ~ 

v  (\  ‘r  ’  ' 

OCtS,  OLVd  QOL  7T'CC^CC(7X2VXaoU  CiVOVy  agT lOOh 

w&tv  (pdaxovTce  dexctrcaov  A Srnvoov. 

r\  >  r,  '  ^  xr^'  1  7  rv  >  ' 

7TVt3‘0]J£V&  dt  TB  2*qAC*)V0$  U  0  Tj  T L  7t Oil ~ 

viv  er  reus  A SrrivouSy  de^idayujvov  d 
p£gij  Azyeiv  t or  av^PcnTrov,  ovS'h  eiTv&v 
tieoGVj  ei  fan  vv,  A  let  vsctvlcntQv  Tiros  r,v 

7  \  \  Jf  C  S  ~  7  \ 

exponas  x  ezrgovTrS  power  r\  wqAis,  nr  jao 
vi os  (cos  epoccrcev)  avd^os  erd'o^ov  xj  7 rgoo- 
TtvovTos  ccpern  t gov  wgAltoov.  cv  wetonv 
J ?y  d:AA  ccTrodnfxeiv  e(poecrcer  avjov  ndn 

-v  ,  Q  \  5  -v> 

wcAiv  %goror*  cos  6  vyvyrs  zxetvos, 
(pavea  tov  XcAwct.  T ivee  S  ocvcfxaQov 
avTov  *,  Hxcvcrce,  (parcel,  t Hvopea,  tov 
<x,v$rpot)7rov'  ce?A  ov  jarv/aovevoo9  irAnv  qti 
woAvs  Aoycs  r\v  avr B  crootyiocs  xj  S  mqu- 
ocrvrns*  cut oj  on  xA  exdyvv  cewoxpicriv 

TO) 
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N  > 

about  marrying  and  having  chil¬ 
dren.  Thales  for  that  time  was 
filent :  but  letting  a  few  days  pafs, 
he  procured  a  fbranger  to  fay,  he 
had  left  Athens  ten  days  ago.  So¬ 
lon  afking,  if  there  were  any  news 
at  Athens,  the  man  being  inftru cit¬ 
ed  what  to  fay,  anfwered.  There 


(pcCu  ‘wpoaa.yoy.erov  top  xj 

'-v  A  r  ^  t  »  ' 

T2A0S  7)6  Yj  G-'JVTtTOLQOLyfJLBl’QVj  OLVTOV  UTCrO- 

CaM. etv  t  tivojJLQL  toj  ^evoo0  •zovvSrccvoiu.evGV 


JJJY]  0  VlOS  CjOVOfAOL^TO. 

>  r  a  '  o  '  ^  ^ 

tyrxrou/Tos  0  e  a.vzrgoo'&TOU}  t ov  fxtv  o^rxncrccL 

i  \  \  \  \  ’  r-’  % 

r&TOUCiV  TTiV  KBCpU  Ar,V  Xj  T  CX./ACI  'uTGlStV  X) 
Aeyav  a  cv{j£ctiv&i  t as  TuepiTrcc^ovui * 
T  OV  Sg  G‘CC?01  V  ■SrG7 1  A.CL,£gm£1‘0V  CCVTCO  Xj 
yeAccaavra^  Tccvrct  tol  ((pa veil)  gj  Xo~ 
A coify  ey)  yctjJLS  Xj  TTca^GuTcacis  a(pt^m 

CJlVj  Cl  Xj  ytCLTZOe.Cxjei  TQV  6ppG0f/.6V8<j~&‘m 

Tor.  a? Aa  S'dppei  tgjv  Aoyccv  zvtxci  tou- 
‘t&tt  y  ycio  eurtv  aAri-Acis* 
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were  none  other,  but  that  a  cer¬ 
tain  Youth  was  carried  out  to  be 
buried,  and  the  whole  city  attend¬ 
ed  his  funeral :  for  he  was  the  fon, 
(as  it  was  reported)  of  an  honour¬ 
able  man,  and  the  frit  of  the  citizens 
for  virtue  j  yet  he  was  not  prefen t  j 
but,  they  faid,  he  had  been  gone 
a  journey  a  long  time.  How  un¬ 
happy  is  he,  faid  Solon  !  what  is 
his  name  ?  1  heard  his  name,  faid 
the  man,  but  I  don’t  remember ; 
only  that  there  was  great  talk  of 
his  wifdom  and  juftice.  Thus,  at 
every  anfwer,  Solon  increaling  in 
fear,  and  at  laft  being  quite  af¬ 
frighted,  he  himfelf  fuggefied  a 
name  to  the  if  ranger,  and  enquired 
if  the  deceafed  were  not  called  the 

fon 


fen  of  Solon  ?  When  the  man  an- 
fwered,  Yes,  he  began  to  beat  his 
head,  and  to  do  and  fay  whatever 
occurs  to  them  who  fuffer  greatly. 
Then  Thales  took  him  up,  and, 
laughing,  faid,  Thefe  things,  O 
Solon,  have  kept  me  from  mar¬ 
rying,  and  from  having  children  ; 
which  diflurb  even  you  fo  much, 
though  a  man  of  the  greateft  con- 
flancy.  But  be  comforted  about 
the  report,  for  it  is  not  true.” 

This  reflection  of  Thales  does 
not  make  at  all  againfl:  marriage, 
however  fmart  it  might  be,  for,  * 

•*  TU  v  n\  \  ’  '  c  '/c 

ID.  OiT0ruT0$  O  2  Xj  ccysviiz  Q  T 0)  (p'/vOO 
rrls  a'woCoAriij  tw  KTVaiv  ocv  %pii  ttpou- 
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(as  Flutarch  oblerves)  that  man  is 
idle  and  cowardly,  who  fhuns  the 
poffeflion  of  ufeful  things,  for  fear 
of  loiing  them. 

*Bias,  another  Philofopher,  when 

allce'd 


*  A  ill.  Gell.  v,  c.  ii.  Cura  rogatus 
eftet  a  quodam  Bias  deberetne  uxorenr 
ducere,  an  vitam  vivere  ccelibem,  %  toi 

1nquit,  xaAr.v  ?/  ccuyoar.  >q  ei  jta- 

_  \  '/  ^  3  1  r/> 

AM'}  eg***  xow?]y.  et  S  * *  aicypav, 

Troirvy.  hazreeav  Ss  bx.  ctjaS'jv.  y  A?;7T- 
rkv  a. ooi-  fie  au tem  hoc  refponfuna 
convertuut :  ei  yiv  x«Aw  «£;&>,  e£&> 

7 roivnv.  et  Ss  uifypai'i  xowm'.  yac- 

fjuneov  a. pa.  Favorinus  [lie  arguit]  in¬ 
ter  pulcherrimam  feminara  et  defor- 
mi  film  am  media  quasdam  forma  eft  ; 
quae  a  nimia?  pulchritudinis  periculo, 

D  et 
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sliced,  by  fomebody  whether  he 
fhould  take  a  wife,  or  live  tingle, 
thus  anfwered  You  'will  have  ei¬ 
ther  a  hand  Jo  me  wife,  or  an  ugly  one* 
If  foe  be  handfotne ,  floe  will  be  com¬ 
mon  5  if  floe  be  ugly ,  fhe  will  be  dif- 
gnjlful:  neither  is  good ;  therefore 
you  fhould  take  neither.  Some  have 
turned  this  anfwer  thus  $  If  I  have 
a  handfotne  wife,  1  fhall  not  have  a 
difguflful  one  :  if  I  have  an  ugly 
wife,  1  Jhall  not  have  a  common  one  j 


et  a  fummo  deformitatis  odio  vacat 
qualis  a  Ennio  Jlata  dicitur  ;  qua: 
neque  xoivv  futura  fit,  neque  iroivd 
quam  formam  Favorinus  non  infcite 
appellabat  uxoriam.  Ennius  autem 
eas  fere  feminas  ait  incolumi  pudi- 
citia  effe,  qnas  Jlata  forma  forent. 

therefore 


therefore  I  Jkould  marry.  Favo* 
rinus  thus  argued ;  there  is  a  cer¬ 
tain  middle  form  between  a  very 
handfome  and  a  very  ugly  woman, 
which  is  without  the  danger  of  ex- 
cefTive  handfomenefs,  and  the  dif- 
guft  of  extreme  uglinefs  •,  fuch  as  is 

called  by  Quindtus  Ennius , fated: 
which  will  neither  prove  common 
nor  dilguftful,  and  which  Favori- 
nus  not  inelegantly  fUled  a  'wife’s 
form.  And  Ennius  declared,  that 
thofe  wives  are  the  likeliefl  to  pre- 

r  ~  . 

ferve  their  chaftity  who  are  of  a 
Hated  form.  ;  • 

But  perhaps  this  argument  may 
be  farther  improved  by  faying,  that 
one  ought  to  -confider,  not  fo  much 

15  z  the 


[  52  ] 

the  form  of  the  body  as  the  difpo- 
fition  of  the  mind.  If  that  is  bad, 
the  handiomeft  will  prove  dilguft- 
ful :  if  good,  the  uglieft  will  prove 

lovely. 

What,  in  thefe  modern  times, 
makes  feveral  young  men  chufe  to 
remain  Bachelors,  is  the  number 
of  unhappy  marriages  they  hear 
talked  of  in  the  world.  Now  there 
is  no  hate  of  life  compleatly  happy. 
A  hngle  life  may  be  as  void  of 
happinefs  infome  refpedts,  as  a  mar¬ 
ried  life  in  others  :  and  there  may 
be  more  fources  of  happinefs  in 
the  latter  than  in  the  former.  Nor 
may  the  married  life  be  (all  things 
confidered)  fo  unhappy  as  it  ap¬ 
pears 
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pears  to  be.  Befides  the  number 
of  happy  marriages,  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  is  far  greater  than  of  un¬ 
happy  marriages :  though  the  firft 
may  not  make  fo  much  noile  in  a 
neighbourhood  as  the  laft.  And 
after  all  we  mud  not  put  unhappy 
marriages  to  the  account  of  the 
married-ftate  itfelf,  but  to  fome  in¬ 
cidental  caufes,  which  may,  by  the 

Perfons  concerned,  be  often  pre¬ 
vented.  I  fhall  mention  fome  few 
of  them. 

A  4  Jh  He.  ,  v  •  *  •  .  v 


Do  SEC- 
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:  SECTION  III. 

I  x 

Ctiufes  of  unhappy  marriages ,  ‘viz* 
Improper  education,  &c. 

ONE  caufe  of  unhappy  mar¬ 
riages  is  an  education  of  the 

;  '  >  .  -  ■  .  ■■  -'V  ■ 

Female  Sex,  either  improper  in  it- 
felf  or  mifapplied. 

f  *  •"  ■'  *  \*t  '  >  V  •  *■-  ■  .  V  f  ■  ^  -V  , 

Young  Ladies  are  too  early  ini¬ 
tiated  into  the  games  of  fkill  and 
chance.  Hoyle  muft  be  their  pre¬ 
ceptor  in  the  firll,  and  Demoivre  in 
the  laft.  But  when  luck  is  againll 
them  they  fometimes  take  Jonas 
for  their  mailer.  Now  a  paffion 
for  gaming  in  a  wife,  mull  needs 
be  difagreeable  to  a  hulband,  as  he 

is 
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Is  not  only  deprived  of  the  comforts 

of  domeftic  life,  but  lives  under  the 
terrors  of  a  ruined  fortune. 

Sometimes  young  Ladies  are  dif¬ 
fered,  when  children,  to  domi¬ 
neer  over  thofe  who  are  under 

•  V  -  ■  * 

them  :  and  having  contracted  a  ha¬ 
bit  of  it,  are  too  apt  to  pradtife  it  on 
thofe  who  are  rather  above  them. 

For,  as  Milton  fays,  the  hufband 
and  wife  are 

Not  equal ;  as  their  fex  not  equal  feem’d  3 
For  contemplation  he,  and  valour  form’d. 

For  foftnefs  flie,  and  fweet  attractive  grace. 

Milton  Far,  Loft,  b.  iv.  1.  296* 

So  that  die  owes  fubjedtion, 

D  4  Mm 


Bat  fuch  is  requir’d  with  gentle  fwayv 

-  ■  • 

♦  }  V 

And  by  her  yielded,  by  him  beil  receiv’d, 

lb.  1.  308, 

Whereas  if  both  flrive  for  the 
maftery,  there  can  be  no  conjugal 
peace,  nor  family- order. 

’.V'1  •'  »• 

Again,  young  Ladies  are  often 
taught,  if  not  by  precept,  yet  by 
example,  to  read  idle,  more  than 
ufeful  books  -}  and  to  frequent  places 
of  diverfion,  more  than  places  of 
improvement.  By  which  means 
they  learn  how  to  carry  on  an  in¬ 
trigue,  better  than  how  to  manage 
a  houfe.  What  a  grievance  mull 
this  be  to  a  man  of  ceconomy, 
who  all  the  while  he  is  endeavour- 


ing  to  fupport  his  fortune  and 

V 

credit,  has  a  wife  who  is  neglect¬ 
ing  them  both ! 

X 

To  all  this  we  may  add.  That 
the  endowments  young  Ladies  ac¬ 
quire  are  form’d  rather  to  catch 
than  to  retain  the  affections  of 
men.  For  infiance,  Mufic  ferves 
to  give  pleafure  to  the  performers 
and  their  friends :  but  as  foon  as 
marriage  is  obtain’d,  mutic  is  laid 
aiide  :  or  (which  is  worfe)  it  is 
followed  with  more  attention  than 
is  fui table  to  prudence  and  de¬ 
cency  being  made  a  buiinefs,  in- 
liead  of  an  amufement.  Hence 
they  grow  fonder  of  the  company 

D  5  of 


E  1 

of  Fidlers  and  Songders,  than  of 
their  hulbands. 


:  S  E  C  T  I  O  N  IV. 

-  •'  .... 

Wrong  Choice » 

*  -  '■  '  ‘  ^  ,  ..  ..  \  < 

ANOTHER  caufe  of  un¬ 
happy  marriages  is  a  wrong 
choice  either  in  the  Parents  or  in. 
the  Parties  themfelves. 


In  the  Parents. 

?  *  "  *  •  -  f 

A  Father  wants  to  repair  a  crazy 
edate.  For  this  purpofe  he  obliges 
his  fon  to  marry ;  not  by  the  mea- 
iure  of  affedtion.  but  by  the  tale 

■  **  .  '  f 

©f  money.  The  wife  mud  bring 

fo 
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fo  much  as  will  pay  off"  the  for¬ 
tunes  of  the  younger  branches  of 
the  hufoand’s  family  :  which  is 
nothing  lefs  than  clearing  the  in-, 
cumbrances  of  an  Eftate  by  the' 
mortgage  of  an  Elder  Son.  It  is 
no  matter  whether  the  lady  be 
young  or  old ;  handfome  or  ugly  j 
good  or  bad ;  v/ife  or  foolifh ; 
healthy  or  fickly ;  well  or  ill 
tempered ;  fo  the  main  end  be- 
ferved.  Is  there  in  this  fituation 
any  profpedl  of  happinefs  ?  What 
now  can  keep  alive  that  reciprocal 
tendernefs,  that  alternate  ftudy  to 
pleafe,  that  free  communication 
of  fentiments,  which  are  necefFary 
requifites  to  the  happy  Hate,  of 
marriage  ?  Inftead  of  all  this,  no- 
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thing  is  feen  but  a  dillant  civility' 
a  cold  interview,  and  no  more  con- 
verfation  than  in  a  pair  of  pie- 

✓ 

• tures. 

2  i  ■  .  .■  ;  -  -  '  y- 

-  -  •  •  r'  '  .  '  i 

Again,  a  Father  fets  up  his 
daughter  at  bargain  and  fale.  Her 
Lover  muft  offer  a  fettlement  ex¬ 
actly  proportionable  to  her  dower. 
Mutual  inclination  is  not  at  all 
coniider’d  :  though  nothing  but 
mutual  inclination  can  fecure  a 
happy  life  to  the  Couple.  As  for 
perfonal  merit  in  the  man,  it  is 
entirely  out  of  the  queftion,  Such 
Parents  had  better  have  adled  by 
the  judgment  of*  Themiftocles, 
■  j  who. 


*  Val.  Max.  vii:  c.  a.  8.  Exter.  U 


mcae 
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who,  when  the  Father  of  an  only 
Daughter  confulted  him,  whether 
he  fhould  give  her  to  a  poor  man, 
and  well- accompli  fh’d ;  or  to  a 
rich  man,  and  but  meanly  quali¬ 
fied  j  faid,  I  would  chufe  a  man 
that  wants  money ,  before  money  that 
wants  a  man." 

.  f  v  •;  :i  ' •  ;;  ^  , . .  ; 

In  the  Parties. 

't  -  ;  v  -  \  ,  ;  \  -v  /  f  * 

+  A  -J  *-•  '  •*  •  ** 

When  the  Parties  themfel ves  are  at 
their  own  difpofal,  they  areaptto  lay 
more  firefs  on  Wit,  Beauty,  Riches, 
andTitles,  than  onVirtue,  Prudence, 


nicas  filire  pater  Themiftoclem  confule- 
bat  utrum  earn  pauperi,  fed  ornato, 
an  locupleti,  parum  probato,  colloca- 
ret:  cui  is,  Malo,  inquit,  virum  pecu- 
nja  quam  pecuniam  viro  indigentem. 

Honour? 
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Honour,  Meeknefs,  and  fuch  qua¬ 
lities  of  mind  and  heart :  by  which 
conduct  they  often  find  themfelves 
grofsly  mifiaken.  For  Wit  during 
courtfhip  appears  indeed  to  a  great 
advantage,  its  only  aim  being  to 
pleafe.  But  it  is  obferved  to  grow 
after  marriage  duller  every  day ; 
or  to  turn  its  edge  againft  the  ob¬ 
ject  it  drove  to  pleafe  before.  If 
the  married  Couple  are  both  Wits, 
from  Lovers  they  foon  become  Ri¬ 
vals,  and  cad  their  farcafms  at  each 
other,  merely  for  the  fake  of  ap- 
plaufe.  This  familiarity  breeds  at 
tail  hatred  and  contempt. 

Beauty  is  very  alluring:  but 
how  foon  do  its  charms  go  off  in 

a  wedded 
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a  wedded  date!  Not  to  mention 
that  they  may  be  utterly  fpoiled  by 
difeafes  or  accidents.  Or  fhould 
they  remain  for  a  long  while,  yet, 
if  we  may  believe  Mr.  Addifon* 

Beauty  foon  grows  familiar  to  the  Lover, 

Fades  in  his, eye,  and  palls  upon  his  fenfe* 

Add*  Cato* 

1  '  / 

Befides  that  beauteous  perfons 
are  generally  fo  much  in  love  with 
themfelves,  as  to  have  but  little  of 
it  to  fpare  for  their  partners.  Nay 
they  are  inclined  to  think  it  a  pity 
to  communicate  their  graces  only 
to  one,  and  therefore  look  about 

for  new  Votaries  at  their  altar. 

♦  ’  ‘  '  *  * 

Riches  promife  a  lading  fund  of* 

j°y 
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joy  and  fatjsfa&ion :  but  if  they 
chance  to  fail,  and  there  be  no¬ 
thing  elfe  left  to  comfort  the  mar¬ 
ried  Pair,  how  wretched  mud:  their 
condition  be !  And  if  they  conti¬ 
nue,  the  Party  who  brings  them, 
may  upon  that  account  render  the 
life  of  the  other  very  unhappy. 
Hence  Juvenal  concludes  that 

*  There  is  not  in  life, 

A  greater  torment  than  a  purfe-proud  Wife. 

Titles  have  glittering  outfides, 

* 

but  there  may  be  fometimes  an 
evil  hid  within,  that  may  break 


*  Intolerabilius  nihil  quam  fWmiaa  dives. 

Jvv,  Sat,  vi.  459# 

forth 


/ 
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forth  when  it  is  too  late.  Horace 

•  •  *  '  t  ■'  .  >-. 

thus  recounts  the  fad  cataftrophe 
of  a  man  who  married  for  the  fake 

.  .  .  [  3  r  >  4.  ••  v  •  '  -  v-  f>  t  .•  ; 

1  >  -  K  .  ,  . 

of  a  noble  alliance. 


*  Of  Sylla’s  wanton  daughter  when  poffefs’d, 
Villius  believ’d  himfelf  fupremely  bkft-t 
To  a  Di&ator  thus  to  be  allied 
Dazzled  his  fenfes,  and  indulg’d  his  pride  : 
But  fure,  if  Vanity  were  fairly  rated, 
Methinks  poor  Villius  was  full  hardly  treated  s 

t  •  *•  X  <V  1  *  •  ''  •  ■  v.  •  »  ■  1  .  r  . 

When  buffeted  and  flab’d  the  coxcomb  dies. 
While  in  the  Wanton’s  arms  a  Scoundrel  lies, 

Francis, 


*  Villius  in  Faufta  Sullae  gener,  hoe  mifer  uno 
Nomine  deceptus,  poenas  dedit  ufque  fuperque 
Quam  fatis  eft,  pugnis^caefus,  ferroque  petitus, 

Exclufus  fore,  quum.Longarenus  foret  intus, 

Hor,  i.  Sat.  2,  24, 

;  S  E  C- 


SECTION  V. 


Concubinage , 


F  a  young  Gentleman  be  de- 


JL  terred  from  marriage  by  fome 
of  the  caufes  above-mentioned, 
what  will  he  do  ?  Inftead  of  a  wife 
he  will  take  a  miflrefs.  Yet  he  foon 
finds  this  to  be  only  a  vifionary 
happinefs.  His  daily  converfation 
is  in  all  probability  with  a  low-bred 
creature,  whofe  relations  muft  be 
fometimes  his  companions.  From 


hence  he  finks  gradually  into  a 
train  of  vulgar  fentiments,  and  be¬ 
comes  unqualified  for  a  gentle¬ 
man-like  intercourfe  with  bis  fu- 


periors  or  equals.  He  cannot  ex- 


i 
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ped  flie  will  be  true  to  him,  wha 
has  not  been  true  to  herfelf.  She 

has  an  intereft  totally  oppolite  to 
his :  fo  that  if  the  be  covetous,  Ihe 
is  a  leech  }  if  fhe  be  profufe,  fhe  is 
a  harpy.  Her  fituation  in  life  of-r 
tentimes  renders  her  uneafy  in  her¬ 
felf,  and  troublefome  to  him.  And 
he  too  cannot  but  reflect  with  fome 
degree  of  pain,  that  he  ads  a  lean- 
daious  part  in  tranfgreffing  the 
rules  of  decency  and  order j  and  a 
cruel  one  in  ufhering  children  into 


the  world  with  the  mark  of  in¬ 
famy  upon  them,  and  whom  he  is 
afhamed  to  own  they  are  his.  Dur¬ 
ing  this  guilty  commerce  he  muft 
lpend  much  of  his  time  with  her, 
or  fbe  will,  to  kill  time,  and  drown 

3* 
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thought,  feek  out  for  the  company 
of  other  men.  The  affronts  put 
upon  her,  he  mud:  take  upon  him- 
felf :  and  this  will  bring  him  into 
quarrels  which  may  not  redound 
greatly  to  his  honour  or  fafety. 

**  ■'  ,  *  *  1  \ 

He  will  fay,  I  can  part  with 
her,  ■whenever  I  pleafe.  But  alas !  * 
“  one  falfe  tear  fqueezed  from  a 
lafcivious  eye,  will  quench  his 

fierceft  refolution.”  From  that  mo- 

®  *  • 

ment  he  becomes  a  Have  to  a  vi- 


*  Haec  verba  una  mehercule  falfa  lacrumula, 

Quam  oculos  terendo  mifere  vix  vi  exprefferit, 
B.eftingu«t, 

Ter.  Eun.  Ad.  i,  Seen.  i.  zz* 


CIOUS 
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cious  and  enfnaring  woman  ;  and 
is  drawn  by  little  and  little  into 
the  very  pit  he  had  been  fo  cau- 
tious  to  avoid,  viz.  Matrimony. 

S  *  .  \.  ' 

Such  is  moil  commonly  the 
cafe  of  one  who  takes  a  Miftrefs  : 
to  which  a  timely  and  well*con- 
certed  marriage,  though  fome- 
what  unhappy,  is  vaftly  preferable, 
efpecially  where  a  man  has  no¬ 
thing  to  reproach  himfelf  withal. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  fhall  refer 
the  wary  Bachelor  to  a  part  of  the 
fpeech  of  Metellus  Numidicus, 
which  he  Ipake  in  his  Cenfor- 
fhip  to  the  people  about  marrying 

“If 


wives. 


t  7°  1 

“  If,  0  ye  Romans ,  we  could  be 
without  a  wife,  we  might  all  be  free 
of  that  trouble :  but  fnce  Nature 
has  fo  ordered  it,  that  there  is  no 
living  eajy  enough  with  them,  nor 
at  all  without  them,  we  mujl  con - 
fult  a  perpetual fafety  before  a  Jhort- 
liv’d fat  isf action  i’ 


*  Aul.  Gel.  i.  c.  6.  Si  fine  uxore, 
Quirites,  poflemus  efle,  omnes  ea  mo- 
leftia  careremus  :  fed  quoniam  ita  Na- 
tura  tradidit,  nt  nec,  cum  illis  fatis 
commode,  nec  fine  illis  ullo  modo 
vivi  poflit ;  faluti  perpetum  potius 
quam  brevi  Voluptati  confulendum. 


C  H  A  P. 


t  7>  ] 


CHAP.  III. 

ON  ADULTERY. 

LAwgivers  both  ancient  and 
modern,  facred  and  pro¬ 
fane,  have  not  only  encouraged 
this  institution  of  marriage,  but 

x 

guarded  againft  every  breach  of  it. 
Now  one  of  the  greateil:  is  Adul¬ 
tery.  This  is  a  crime  of  the  firll 

j 

magnitude ;  of  a  baleful  influence  5 
and  of  a  complicated  nature. 


/S 


SEC 
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SECTION  I. 

Its  Ueinoufnefs . 

THE  Adulterer  robs  the  huf- 
band  of  a  moft  precious 
jewel,  viz.  the  love  of  his  wife  ; 
renders  him  unhappy  perhaps  as 
long  as  he  lives ;  and  brings  the 
fcorn  of  the  world  upon  him — 
He  robs  the  wife  of  her  innocence, 
her  reputation,  and  her  peace  of 
mind;  and  draws  her  into  the  fame 
guilt  and  condemnation  with  him- 
•  felf — Nay,  he  robs  the  children 
that  are  yet  unborn  of  their  pro¬ 
perty,  by  caufing  his  own  illegi¬ 
timate  brood  to  partake  with  them, 
if  not  to  take  place  of  them. 


4 


m 


in  the  inheritance  of  their  Fa- 

•  -  1  i'  . 

ther. 

The  Adulterefs  affronts  the  De~ 

i 

ity,  by  thus  defpifing  his  holy  or¬ 
dinance  j  by  tranfgreffing  one  of 
his  commandments ;  and  by  break¬ 
ing  the  vow  (lie  made  in  his  pre- 
fence,  and  to  the  performance  of 
which  fhe  in  the  mod;  folemn. 
manner  called  him  to  be  a  witnefs 

•: - She  wrongs  her  hu/band  in 

giving  herfelf  to  another  befides 
him,  who  alone  hath  power  of  her 
body,  and  to  whom  foe  is  bound  by 
the  law,  fo  long  as  he  llveth ;  and 
in  bringing  forth  a  fpurious  iffue, 
and  thereby  laying  an  additional 
burthen  upon  him,  as  well  as 

E  fupplant- 
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fupplanting  his  own  lawful  chil¬ 
dren. 


The  very  Heathens  looked  upon 
Adultery  as  an  abomination.  *  Ci¬ 
cero  ranks  it  among  the  mod  in¬ 
famous  crimes,  and  fays,  it  is  bafe 
to  commit  it.  -j~  Xenophon  rea- 
fons  after  this  manner  ;  Cities  are 
not  ignorant,  that  Friendfhip  is 


.  *  Cic.  de  offic.  i.  35.  Latrocinari, 
fraudare,  adulterare,  turpe  eft. 

f  Xen.  in  Hierone.  Oj  XeXnS-ev  tcc's 
7tcA«?j  oti  ti  (piXtcc  yAyic^ov  ctyoc^ov  >9 
rJiyoi'  a  i'Sr^M7rcii  t 01s  yav  fxoi^ia 

rovuCpoi  7ro>\ai  tw  vroAeoJi1  vYiTboivoc 
.Ct'jTSKTfil'fl!'  SilXoi'QTl  £  loi  TO.VTOC  QTt  Xv~ 

uoivTVcai  avicbi  vopu^uvi  rm  rcov  yurca. 
auy  ipiXlas  tbcostois  a.vS'pa.s  tii/oci- 


the 
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the  greateft  good,  and  the  mod 
pleating  to  mankind.  Therefore 
many  cities  fuffer  Adulterers  to  be 
killed  with  impunity,  for  this  plain 
rea'fon,  becaufe  they  are  deftroyers 
of  wives  friendfhip  towards  their 
hufbands. 

*■  Lyfias  the  Orator  pleads  in 

*  J- 

his  defence,  tor  having  killed  Eraf- 

tcthenes 


*  Lyfias  Orat.  pro  caede  Firaft.  Toils 

LlCtCoUtVGUS  Z/KCLi'TQ  VOS  l7lUACt$  CCYlUS  G 

O'  o  / 

,  c  3  \  , 

vrjfj tcs  nyncrccro  eivcu.^  . rtis  TreifrovTotS* 

YiyUUSYOSy  To5  JJJcV  O  1 0L7r £ ai'rc fjAVdy 
U7TC  TOOV  £ iCCTTi V T CrJ V  fXlCC >cJCC l .  THS  d.£  7T &U 

fl  c  ♦  \  A 

Xjocvtqls  ouio'S  olvtoov  tocs  yV^yccs  d  icttpr 

J&eifC-il’j  0)^  QIX&OJ&COLS  CCUTQIS  TTQLCiV  TCCS 

cOXotplols  yvvxixcts,  v  tqls  ccv^pccci-  stoa 


E  2 


cv 


VTGLGOCV 
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* 

totlrenes  whom  he  caught  in  Adul¬ 
tery  with  his  wife,  “  that  a  Law 
[of  Areopagus]  judged  ravilhers  to 
be  worthy  of  a  lefs  puniflmient 
than  Seducers :  fuppoling  that  they 
who  a  fled  by  force  were  hated  by 
thofe  who  were  forced  by  them  5 

but  they  who  feduced  them,  fo 

.  .  .  "  '  ,,  ' 

corrupted  their  hearts,  as  to  make 
other  men’s  wives  more  attached 
to  themfelves  than  to  their  huf- 
bandsj  and  that  the  whole  houfe 
became  to  be  at  their  command  j 
and  that  the  children  were  un- 


Truer  cev  ztt  tx&vois  rnv  oixlxv  yzyovevcci? 
^  tos  7 ra/cAa$  ctinAovs  itV'cci  gttqt* poor 
T VyXCCVQVGiV  ©FT T 00V  XV $ POOV  71  TGCV 


knows* 
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known  whofe  they  were,  the  huf- 
band’s  or  the  adulterer’s.” 

Yet  our  modern  fine  Gentle¬ 
men  look  upon  this  crime  as  mere 
gallantry,  and  though  guilty  of  it 
never  fo  often,  would  ill  pafs  for 
men  of  honour.  But.  what  honour 
can  there  be  in  that  man,  who  vio¬ 
lates  the  laws  of  friendlhip,  the  laws 

Jk  ^ 

of  his  country,  the  laws  of  reafon, 
and  the  laws  of  God  ? 


S'  E  CTIO  N  II. 

Its  Scarcencfs. 

F'ROM  the  fenfe  which  the 
Heathens  entertained  of  Adul¬ 
tery,  we  may  fuppofe  it  was  but 

E  3  feldom 


I 
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,  < 

feldom  committed  at  fir  ft  in  any 
Nation.  At  Sparta,  it  was  once 
quite  unknown,  as  appears  from 
the  following  ftory *  *  :  “  Geradas, 
one  of  the  moil;  ancient  Spartans, 

x  9 

being  a  iked  by  a  ftranger  what  pn- 
niihment  Adulterers  fuffered  among 
them,  anfwered,  There  is  no  Adul - 

■  u  ' 

*  <  .  *  <  >  r 

■■■■■—  n^r  .  W-n-in.  * ffW-iir 

* 

*  Plat,  in  Lycurgo.  Aoyos  uTro/uvn- 

fJLOViVSTOU  TtgolScc  TU'is  'X7TUPTlCtr&  T Qt)V 
CTtpoS'gci  TrcchcOCOV)  09  epOOTYlfr&S  VI TO 
Ti  iracyjivaiv  oi  pea^pi  Trap  avrols^ 

Oijrei^  O  ovS'eU  ycco  f^oi^ps  rjvce£ 

r  Oj  3  >  f\  V  p  \  T!>  '  o' 

KfJJV,  iKtlVGV  de  VWOACLbOVTOfp  HCLV  Oi 

yzvyrcei  j  Tuv^ov  (ecpu  0  Te  payees)  IktIvch 
fjLtyaV)  os  vviePTio^as  to  T ccoyeroVj  a^uso 
TB  liv ponct  TaTLSTCCJ •  ©CCU/ULCCCraLVTOS  txei* 
vfs  xui  (pmoevTQSj  I  loos  S^av  yivoiTo  €ovs 
mi/\iXGVT0$  >  yzX daces  oYipxS'oes^  1  IcoS 
S'.av  fiQi%p$  yboiroy 

4  terer 
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terer  among  us .  But  the  ftranger 
alking  him  again,  Suppofe  there 
twere  He  'would,  replied  Geradas, 

*  •  .'it 

be  fined  a  great  bull,  which  f retch¬ 
ing  its  neck  over  ’Taygetus,  could 
drink  out  of  Eurot as.  But  how ,  faid 
the  ftranger  wondering,  could  there 
be  fuch  a  bull  ?  And  how,  laid  Gera¬ 
das  with  a  fmile,  could  there  be  -an 
Adulterer  at  Sparta? 

The  truth  is,  while  a  State  is  in 

i  4  •  ■'  * •  %  •  ' 

its  infancy,  the  members  of  it  have 
no  leifure  for  intrigues  of  this 
kind.  Their  time  and  thoughts 
are  rather  taken  up  in  cultivating 
peace  with  their  neighbours ;  fe- 
curing  themfelves  from  their  ene- 

E  4  mies  j 

<*  '  • 
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mies  j  and  making  laws  to  keep 
One  another  in  order,  as  Horace 
ihfOi'ms  u5. 


•  Hence  they  began  to  ceafe  fVom  war  x 

£  -  t  i  .  »• *  *  * 

To  fortify  their  towhs ;  and  laws  prepare 

a 

Againfl  thief,  robber,  ahd  adulterer* 


Befides,  there  is  commonly  at 
that  time  a  great  fimplicity  of  man¬ 
ners  in  both  fexes,  of  which  the 


fame  Poet  has  drawn  a  beautiful 


Pitfture  from  the  Geta?. 


*  dehinc  abfiftere  bello  j 
Oppida,  cceperunf,  munire  $  et  ponere  leges, 

Necpiis  fur  elfet,  neu  latro,  neu  quis  adulter* 

Kor,  Sat*  L.  i.  Sat,  iii.v.  104, 


*  “  No 


No  wife  high -portion'd  rules  her  fpouw* 
Oj*  trufls  her  eHenc’d  Lover’s  fait  kiefs  vow-s* 

■*  ’  v  <.  •  • , .  •  .  .  . 

1  ■  •  ■  .  i  i  K  J  ■  J 


The  courtiers  there  for  dowry  claim 

/  S'  ■  ■  i  :•  «.  }  «  f  , 

The  Parents  virtue  ;  and  the  fpotlefs  farne 
Which  dares  not  break  the  n up ual  tie. 


Polluted  crime,,  whole  pardon  is  to  died" 

*  }  ‘  i  -  ^  -  •  *-.  *  &■■■  •*  •--*  4  '  '  •  '  *  J  *  v  & 

Francis* 

••  4  . 

‘  •  ■  *  ;•  -  " ■'  •  '  *  -  1 


To  all  this  I  may  fubjoin,  that 
there  was  as  yet  little  or  no, gold 
to  bribe  the  guards  which  are 
fet  over  a  woman's  conduct,  and 

— — — — I  -I.;  M  ■  I-  .III  III  n  ....  II 

•  '  •  ' •  '  *  -J  .1  JX  > 

*  Nec  dot  at  a  re  git  virutti 

Conjux,  n’ec  nitidofidit  adalfer$» 

Dos  eft  magna  parentium 

Virtus,  et  metuens  alter!  i*s  viri 
Certo  feeders  caftitas-:  4 

Et  peccare  nef as,  aut  pro ti urn  eft  mori, 

fl°R*  0<j.  L»  lit,  Oi  2-4«  v.  29, 

E  5  which 
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which  Horace  again  infinuates  few 
can  withstand. 

#  “  Swifter  than  light’ning’s  winged  force 
All-pow’rful  Gold  can  fpeed  its  courfe  ; 
Through  watchful  Guards  its  paffage  make^ 
And  joy  through  folid  walls  to  breaks 

Francis*.  * 


SECTION  III. 

Its  Increafe. 

■t 

BU  T  if  the  members  of  a  State 
kept  themfelves  chafte  for  a 
while,  yet  as  foon  as  they  became 


.  i 


)d,  16.  v.  9. 


rich 


*  Aurum  per  medios  ire  fatellices 
It  perrumpere  amat  faxa^  potentiua 

iau  fulmineo. 
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rich  and  at  eafe,  they  gave  a  loofb 
to  this  as  well  as  to  other  vices. 
For  thus  again  Horace  fpeaks  of 
the  age  he  lived  in  ; 

*  “  Fruitful  in  crimes  this  Age  firfl:  llain’d 
Their  haplefs  Offspring,  and  profan’d 
The  nuptial  bed.” 

Francis. 

E’en  delicacy  had  no  more  re¬ 
gard  paid  to  it  than  chaftity,  if  we 
may  believe  this  Poet,  who  de~ 

feribing  a  girl  juft  married,  fays  •„ 

\  %  ^ 

*  7  ' 


*  Faecunda  culpas  fecula>  nuptias 
Prinaum  inquinavere,  et  genus  et  domcis, 

Hor.  Od.L.  iii.  Od.  vi.  v.  17, 

E  6  v  t  Streight 


f  Stre'ght  ma36  a  wife,  airudft  her  liufb&nd’s 


cups 


•  '  •'  \ 

>  '1 


ft 


With  young  adulterers  lhe  fits  and  Tups  s 
Nor  cares  to  whom  fhe  yields  herfelf. 
When  lights  are  out,  for  fordid  pelf, 
dfk’ct  v^ill  rife,  her  confcious  hufband  by, 
To  proftitute  connubial  modefty,  y 

At  Fa&or’s  call,  or  Pilot’s  hire. 

Of  ldftfbl  fhame  a  coftly  buyer.51  t 

Brome* 


*  f 


^  Mox  juniores  quasrit  adultercs 
later  jnaritj  vina  :  neque  eligit 
Cut  4onet  imperrnilta  raptini 
G^udia,  luminibus  remotis; 

Sedguffa  coram,  non  fine  confclo 
Surgit  marito,  feu  vocet  inftitor, 

Seu  navis  Hi'fpana£  Magifter, 

^oteccrum  pretfofus  emptor. 

Hof.  Od,  ill.  6.  25. 

•  ■  * 

Horace 


V 


Horace  indeed  complimented 
Auguftus  very  juftly  for  enabling 
the  Julian  law,  which  produced 
at  firft  a  happy  effedt. 

*  No  foul  aduft’ry  ftairis  our  rate. 

Your  law  has  cur’d  that  fpotted  vice  \  \  + 
1  he  child  can  fhew  the  father’s  face. 

Pain  follows  fm,  and  checks  its  rife*** 

MB 

Creech. 

And  Martial  thus  addrefles  0or 
mitian,  though  he  thereby  fhewed 


#  Nullis  polluitur  cafta  domu$  ftupris  5 
Mos  et  lex  maculofum  edomult  nefaj; 
Laudantvrr  flrnili  prole  puerperae  1 

Culpam  poena  premit  comes. 

-  .  -  ■  '  >  '' 

Iior.  Od,  iv/5.  zjt 


himfelf 
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himfelf  to  be  a  better  Courtier  than 
a  Prophet.  - 

#  *  Twas  once  a  fpartive  fafhionable  plan 

To  injure  marriage-beds,  and  caflrate  man, 

* 

Both  you  forbid,  great  Caefar,  to  fecure 
An  Offspring  genuine  from  a  marriage  pure* 
Nor  Eunuchs  nor  Adulterers  fhall  be  feen 
To  walk  the  flreets  as  long  as  thou  do’ft  reign, 

*  *  «*  •  V.  A-‘  * 

Whereas  before  (O  lhame  to  Rome  and  her’s) 
E’en  Eunuchs  were  become  Adulterers, 


*  Lufus  erat  facrae  connubia  fallere  txda?, 

Lufus  et  eraeritos  exfecuiffe  mares. 

Utraque  tu  prohibes,  Caefar,  populifque  futuris 
Succurris,  nafci  quos  fine  fraude  jubes. 

Nec  fpado  jam>  nec  mcechus  erit,  te  pnefide,  quifquam^ 
At  prius  (o  mores  !)  et  fpado  mcechus  erat. 

Mar  *  vi.  7.  ad  Domitianum. 

But 


Juvenal  lathes 
very  feverely,  on  account  of  his 
committing  Adultery  and  I  nee  ft  to¬ 
gether,  with  his  niece  Julia  mar¬ 
ried  to  Sabinus ; 

Jn  -  ■  <■.  :<?•*•.  a.  t  -  *  .  •  *  . 

Such  lately  was  a  vitious  Magidrate* 

Who  then  redor’d  thofe  laws  that  might  create 
In  Mars  and  Venus  dread,  himfelf  the  while 

'  I  ’  "  ...  ,  •  U  .s  •*  *•’>) 

With  impious  drugs  and  potions  would  beguile 
The  teeming  Julia’s  womb,  and  thence  would 
wred 

\ 

-  Crude  births  thatyet  th’inceduous$lreconfed.,^ 

Dr  YDEN. 

*  Qualis  erat  nuper  tragico  pollutus  adulter 

Concubitu,  qui  tunc  leges  revocabat  amaras,, 

Omnibus  atque  ipfis  Veneri  Martique  timendas  % 

Cum  tot  abortivis  faecundam  Julia  vulvam 

Solveret,  et  patruo  furules  efFunderet  odas», 

Ju  v,  Sat,  ii.  v.  30Q..  ' 


Domitian 
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-  .  *.  "  *c  /■* 

|  |  v  o  £*•  '  S  ' 1  'i  ’*?  *•$  t  .  _ 

SECTION  IV. 

Methods  of  preventing ,  &c. 

■  .  .  •  U|.A 

n  ~  i  * 

IT  cannot  in  juft  ice  be  denied 

but  that  Statefmen  have  at  all 

.  *  *  ’  v 

times  ufed  feveral  methods  of  pre¬ 
venting  or  reftraining  this  great 

it 

evil. 

TJfe  of  Public  Women . 

<>*..•  ,  *  } 

%■  ■  '  '  v  .  1  .  .  :1./  j  v  / 

One  method  was  to  allow  the 
ufe  of  Public  Women.  *  It  is 
faid  that  “  Solon,  to  keep  the 


*  Alex.  ab.  Alex.  iv.  c.  i .  Solon 
ut  ab  adulterijs  Cohiberetur  JuventuS, 
coemptas  meretriculas  Athenis  profti- 
tuit,  Obviafque  in  Yeneretn  effe  vo- 
tuit. 

2 


CUauJ 


Youth 
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Youth  from  adulteries,  bought  and 

’v  V  0s  .  ■*  *'  f  '*  •  » 

introduced  at  Athens,  Courtezans, 
and  differed  them  to  offer  them- 

felves  for  proflitution.  Something 

■ 

like  this  is  done  at  prefen  t  even  in 

. 

fome  Chriftian  dates.  But  how- 

,  %  '  .  ,  ‘  \ 

ever  excufable  it  might  have  beeit 
in  Heathens,-  it  is  not  at  all  fo  in 
Chriftians  :  becaufe  they  are  taught 
by  a  much  wifer  Law-giver  than 
Solon,  *  not  to  do  evil  that  good  may 
ime.  And  fornication  is  an  evil, 
though  not  fo  great  a  one  as  Adul¬ 
tery.  , . 


Horace  brings  Cato’s  authority 
for  the  ufe  of  fuch  women  in  the 


1  •  r 


—  -v 

- - - 


*  Rom.  iii.  8. 


*  1 

t  ■’"T 

*  :  J 


As 


f  As  a  fam’d  Spark  was  palling  from  the  hews,. 
This  divine  fpeech  old  Cato’s  faid  to  life. 

•  -  .  -  -  *  -  v. 

Here  come,  my  Lads,  if  Lull  have  fwell’d  your 
vein. 

Not  pra&ife  on  the  wives  of  other  men. 

But  how  much  more  divine  is  this 
fpeech  of  the  great  Apoftle;  *Know 
ye  not,  that  your  bodies  are  the 

members  of  Chrift  ?  (hall  I  then 

f  *  » 

take  the  members  of  Chrift,  and 

■  V  i  '  '  :  '  "  '  '  *  -  •• 

•f  Quidam  notus  homo  cum  exiret  fornicc  $  Matte 
Virtute  efto,  inquit  fententia  dia  Catonis. 

Nam  fimul  ac  venas  inflavit  tetra  libido. 

Hue  juvenes  squum  eh  defeendere  j  non  alienas 
Ferjnolere  uxores. 

Hoiw  i  S.  a,  v*  31* 

f  Rom,  6.  15. 


make 
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make  them  the  members  of  an  har¬ 
lot  ?  God  forbid. 


SECTION  V. 

Care  over  Wives  and  Virgins . 

A  Surer  and  more  judifiable 
method  was  to  take  a  due 
find  timely  care  of  the  female  fear, 
both  married  and  unmarried.  Dif¬ 
ferent  States  had  different  ways  of 
doing  it.  This  will  appear  by 
comparing  the  Greeks  and  Ro¬ 
mans  together  :  for  fays  Cornelius 
Nepos,  *  Which  of  the  Romans 

fcruples 


'*  Corn.  Nep.  Prsef.  in  vit.  Quern 
enim  Romanorum  pudet  uxorem  du~ 

cere 
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fcruples  *to  carry  his  wife  to  a  feaft, 
or  whofe  wife  does  not  occupy  the 
fore-rooms  of  the  houfe*  and  ap¬ 
pear  in  company  ?  Which  is  quite 
otherwife  in  Greece.  For  the  is 
neither  carried  to  any  feaft  but 
that  of  her  relations  j  nor  does  fhe 
dwell  but  in  a  remote  quarter  of 
her  houfe,  called  the  women’s  apart- 


oer'e  in  eonvivium  ?  aut  cujus  mater- 
familias  non  primum  locum  tenet  sedi- 
-um,  atque  in  celebritate  verfatur  ? 
Quod  multo  fit  aliter  in  Gracia,  h!  am 
lieque  in  eonvivium  adhibetur,  nifi 
propinquorum  neque  fedet  nifi  in  in- 
teriore  parte  tedium,  quae  gynaeconitis 
appellatur,  quo  nemo  accedit  nifi  pro- 
pinqua  cognatione  conjunct  us. 

ment*  ' 


menf,  where  no  man  approaches 
but  a  near  kinfmanV 

*  However  in  ancient  times,  as 
Valerius  Maximus  acquaints  us, 
the  ufe  of  wine  was  unknown  to 
the  Roman  Women :  left  they 
might  fall  into  feme  disgraceful 
adtion.  For  ufually  the  next  Step  of 


*  Val.  Max.  if  c.  i.  5.  Vini  ulus 

olim  Romanis  foeminis  ignotus  fuit, 

ne  fcilieet  in  aliquod  dedecus  prola- 

berentur :  quia  proximus  a  Libero 

patre  intemperantise  gjradus  ad  incon- 

ceffam  Venerem  efie  confuevit.  Id.  vi. 

_  <■ 

3.  9.  Et  fane  quscunque  feemina  vini 

ufum  immoderate  appetit,  omnibus*  efc 

virtutibus  januam  claudit,  et  delidtis 

aperit.  ■  • 


intern- 
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51 

* 

intemperance  from  Father  Bacchus 
is  to  forbidden  Venus.  “  And  in¬ 
deed  (our  Author  fays  elfewhere) 
■whatever  woman  immoderately  co¬ 
vets  the  ufe  of  wine,  ihuts  the  door 
againft  every  virtue,  and  opens  it  to 

every  vice.”  Yet  one  fhould  think  a 

«  » 

juft  medium  could  have  been  fafely 
obferved  between  an  immoderate 
ufe  of  wine  and  no  ufe  of  it  at 
all. 

The  Spartans  allowed  their  Vir¬ 
gins  to  go  unveiled,  but  not  their 
married  women.  *  One  afking  Cha- 

rikus 


*  Plat,  in  Apotheg.  Lacon.  riuvSra- 

VGU.fV  a  TIVQS  S' ICC  T  t  TitS  UtV  XQPCti  CtKCC * 

4  6  & 


rilaus  the  reafon  of  it,  he  faid.  The 
Virgins  have  hu/bands  to  get,  the 
married  women  are  to  keep  the  huf- 
bands  they  have  gotten 


*  It  was  a  cuftom  for  the  Clan 
young  women  to  meet  at  the  pub¬ 
lic  Feftivals,  and  to  fpend  the  day 
together;  and  their  Lovers  beheld 
them  playing  and  dancing.  To¬ 
wards  the  evening,  each  one  de¬ 
parted 


Au7rT85,  Tab  Se  yvvcuxcts,  zyKexa?\u[s.- 
fVvcci  as  Toiifj,(pctvk  ayovcriv ,  Qti  (s<pn) 
t as  jw.gr  xooccs  ccvS'eas  evgen/ S g?  tops  it 
yuvatxas  c tw^chv  tow  lyowcts. 

*  Pint,  de  virt.  mulier,  Teds  X/«r 

rs  r  3'fy  ^  ■>  c  1  A  ) 

7 Tcco^revois  tvros  vv  us  it  Pet  6  yy.Qcrict  avjx- 

'zropev** 


parted  to  her  own  home,  and  mi- 
niftered  to  her  Parents  and  Bro* 

*  ■  r  v.  •»  '  ♦  %  *  *.  s  %  x  * 

thers  even  to  the  wafliing  of  their 
Feet.  Oftentimes  many  Lovers 
courted  the  fame  woman,  but  f© 
modeftly  and  decently,  that  as  foon 
as  ihe  was  betrothed  to  one,  the 


Trogwe&cti  v.sti  ^ly/uLegivaV)  fxer  aM^A&p 
ci  Se  fJA'v^ri  qzs  e&eoovTO  7 rca^uacts  xui 
%og€i>&aaf*  la7regcts  Se  7 rgos  ixaq^nv  civet 

fJL^lsScC^^OVO’Ctl  S'lyXQVQVVTQ  T 015  aMw- 

7\oov  yovlvai  xcti  acfg-A (pois^  tb  xcti 

fT0VS  iroS  CCS  CLTTOvl^eiV*  YlgQOV  7T0?\cCXiS  fJMS 
7T  A?  loves  OUT  OJ  XQGfAlQV  btoT&XCtl  VG]Ltl[JtOV} 

TV s  xoP7)S  eyyvy$rel<TM  hi  tous  aA~ 
A evs  svSrvs  7r€7r<xv£rcti»  xtfyah ccicv  ere  t7)S 
evr ct^icts  t gov  yuvcuxoov 3  r o  fame  pta- 
^siccv  jjl7\ re  (pSrogexv  avveyyvcv  Iroovhrra- 
%'oaioov  f/.v^uoi’evccucti  Keep’  clvrois  yevo* 
yjnv* 


others 
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others  left  off  courting  her.  The 
refill t  of  this  good  conduct  of 
thefe  women  was,  that  neither 
adultery  nor  debauchery  was  faid 
to  have  been  committed  among 
them  for  feven  hundred  years.” 


SECTION  VI. 

Puntjhments. 

BU  T  the  uiual  method  of  pre¬ 
venting  or  retraining  adul¬ 
tery  was  by  inflicting  punifhments. 
Many  and  various  have  been  the 
modes  of  punilhing  adulterers  :  I 
Ih all  here  fpeak  of  feme  of  the 
mot  remarkable. 


F 


Death 
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Death  in  general. 

Death  was  one  mode  of  pn- 
niihing  adulterers*.  A  law  of 
the  Romans  authorized  a  huf- 
hand  to  kill  his  wife,  if  he  caught 
her  in  the  adt  of  adultery.  And 
Lyfias  declares  that  [in  a  law  of 
Areopagus  •f*]  <c  it  is  exprefsly  laid 
not  to  condemn  that  man  for  mur-  . 


*  Frag.  xii.  Tab.  25.  Si  earn  in  adul- 
terio  deprehenderet,  turn  earn  occi- 
dendi  jus  poteftatemque  habere t. 

-j-  Lyfias  pro  czede  Eraftoth.  Aiocfpi- 

S'YjV  &PnTCtt0TdTOV f/M  7tCtTOtyil'toSK€iV  (pOVB^ 
os  hrl  <P<XfACtPTl0  T 7)  eoiDTS  fJLOl^GV  A CC&tiVy 
TOCUTTiV  Tnv  Tiuoopiav  irQl'tVTZTXi* 

der. 


der,  who,  if  he  catch  an  Adul¬ 
terer  with  his  wife  {hall  take  upon 
him  this  revenge  And  a  law 
of  the  Wiligoths  enafted  that  “  if 
a  hufband  kill’d  the  adulterer  with 
the  adulterefs,  he  fliould  not  be 
accounted  guilty  of  homicide.” 

•f*  By  another  Law  of  the  Wili- 
goths,  even  “  if  a  Father  kill’d  his 
daughter,  whom  he  had  taken  in 


*  LL  Wifig.  L  4.  Antiqua.  Si  adul- 
terum  cum  adultera  maritus  occiderif, 

pro  homicida  non  teneatur. 

! 

f  LL  Wifig.  5.  Antiqua.  Si  filiam 
in  adulterio  Pater  in  domo  fua  occi¬ 
derit,  nullam  pcenam  aut  calumniam 
incurrat. 

F  2 


adultery 
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adultery  in  his  own  houfe,  he  was 
not  to  incur  any  penalty  or  re¬ 
proach” — *  “  Nay  Solon  allowed 
any  man  to  kill  an  adulterer  when 
he  took  him.”  So  that  an  Adul¬ 
terer  was  in  the  condition  that 
Cain  fear’d  to  be  in.  That  every 
one  that  found  him  might  Jlay  him. 

But  all  this  was  carrying  the  mat¬ 
ter  too  far  :  becaufe  it  was  taking 
the  fword  of  Juflice  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  Magiftrate,  and  put¬ 
ting  it  into  the  hands  of  a  pri¬ 
vate  man  ;  who  mad  with  jealoufy, 
or  blinded  with  zeal,  might  often 


*  Plut.  in  Solone.  M oi'yov  uh>  avt- 

?MV  TCii  Xo&QVTl  S'if'UXi V. 

J 


4. 


have 
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have  mi  (taken  the  fa<ft  itfelf. 
Yet  Juftinian  went  farther  (till, 
and  made  a  law  *,  That  “  if  any 
man  fufpedled  with  reafon  ano¬ 
ther’s  having  a  defign  to  corrupt 
the  chaftity  of  his  wife,  and  fent 


*  Juftinian.  Auth.  Collat.  viii.  tit. 
xviii.  Nov.  i  1 7.  E i7r€o  tU>  cos  ehtosuiro- 
Trisvcra  rivet  £&A e&cti  rv  tvs  iS  las  yxjjj- 
tvs  auy,7rcab;cti  aoo(poocuiv  vretpetyys- 
Aiots  dvroo  €yyg<x(pGV$  r^ets  e7t7riyr\a  c- 

r/QWCLS  fA'XOTVPICiS  CivSp'jjV  Ct^lOTTl yCOVj  >tj 

fj.erd  TctvrctS  TccSTpe.g  eyypol(pov9  Slot- 

i  <7  ■>  ~  \  ^  , 

fjtctprvficts  evooi  clutqv  auvruy^otvovret 

TV  fOCUT#  yotfxe TV*  8i  yip  &$  TOP  °lS 1 0 V 
CIXGP)  V  TCP  CtVTVS  TVS  yVPCUXOS)V  Tb?  fJLOl- 
m  *  sp  7TP07TLVCtlSi  71  h  7TpQOtc?doiS  €4 - 

yoti  ctSdctP  tw  dvSgi  t otis  cixelcus  ytfgai 
top  toicvtop  ctyeh sip9  eSepct  kipSvpqp  ev~ 
t zvfyep  tfActyCovysvco* 


T?  o 

x  y 


/ 
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him  three  written  notices  of  it, 
bearing  the  tefcimony  of  men  of 
credit,  and  after  thefe  three  written 
notices  thus  teftified,  found  him 
converfing  with  his  wife  either  in 
his  own  houfe,  or  his  wife’s,  or 
the  adulterer’s,  or  in  a  tavern ,  Or 
in  the  fuburbs,  the  huiband  fhould 
have  the  liberty  of  killing  fuch  a 
one  with  hispwn  hands,  without 
running  thenceforward  the  leaft 
danger  for  fo  doing.” 

i  ;  •  '  >  . 

*■ 

Adulterers  likewife  were  put  to 

,  i 

death  not  only  by  permiffion, 
but  by  order  of  the  magiftrate  *. 

iwi»  ii  — — — ■  i  I  ■■  ii  mm— mm —  ■■wn  i  i 

V-  • 

*  Suet.  Aug.  c.  67.  Proculum  ex 
acceptiffimis  libertis  mori  coegit,  com- 
pertum  adulterare  matronas. 

“  Auguftus 


I 
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Augustus  put  to  death  Procu- 

lus  one  of  his  favourites  whom  he 

had  made  free,  having  underftood 

that  he  debauch’d  married  women.” 

In  this  he  followed  the  example 

of  j  ulius  -j-  **  who  did  the  fame 
•  • 

to  a  favourite  of  his  and  his  freed- 

4  > 

man,  for  having  feduc’d  the  wife 
of  a  Roman  Knight,  though  no 
one  had  complain’d  to  him  of  it.” 
And  J  “  Aurelianus  punifh’d  with 


f  Suet.  Jul.  c.  48.' — Libertnm  gra- 
tiflimum  ob  adulteratam  equitis  Ro¬ 
mani  uxorem,  quamvis  nullo  querente, 
capitali  pcena  affecerit. 

£  y  r  J. 

J  Vopifc.  Aurelian.  ii.  Ancillam 
fuam  qu£E  adukerium  cum  fervo  fuo 
fecerat,  capite  punivit. 
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death  his  lervant-maid  who  had 
committed  adultery  with  one  of 

his  flaves.” 

i 

S  E  C  T  I  O  N  VII. 
Kinds  of  death. 

i 

AN  D  here  it  may  not  be  im¬ 
proper  to  be  more  particu¬ 
lar,  and  to  mention  feme  few  of 
the  many  kinds  of  death  men  have 
been  put  to  by  order  of  the  Ma- 
giftrate  for  Adultery. 

Stoned . 

+  Mofes  commanded,  “  If  a  wo¬ 
man  that  was  only  betrothed  was 

— »  ■  ■  -  ■■  *  "*  -  ■  — >  — *  11  (  — — — ~ 

-  -  .  Jit 

t  Deut.  xxii.  23,  24. 


taken 
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\  ■>  1  ■  „ 

taken  lying  with  another,  both  of 
them  Ihould  be  Honed  to  death.” 

Beheaded. 

Among  the  *  Athenians,  and  the 
Bohemians  beheading  was  exe¬ 
cuted  on  Adulterers  §.  “  And  it 

is 


*  Petit.  Leg.  Atticse,  p.  460.  Fol. 
Par.  1635.  Capital  erat  in  adulterijs 
deprehendi. 


4 


■f  Du  Frefne.  Glofs.  Lat.  F.  Lutet. 
1678.  ad  V.  Adul.  Adulterorum  poe- 
nam  apud  Bohemos  decapitationem 
fuifle  docet  Vita  S.  Adalbert!  Epif- 
copi  Pragenhs, 


.§  Heracl.  de  Polit.  N oy-ov  Si  T  l  VCt 

fyOLQl  TQV  QoLTlAtCt,  T evvnv  SiCCd?hJ?aAy  & 


Tii 


\  \  • 
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is  faid,  that  a  certain  King  of 
Tenedos  publiih’d  a  law,  that  if 
any  one  took  an  adulterer,  he 
fhould  cut  off  his  head  with  an 
ax,  and  that,  his  own  fon  being 
taken,  and  he  who  took  him  a  ik¬ 
ing  the  King  what  he  muft  do, 
he  anfwer’d.  Put  the  Law  in  Exe¬ 
cution.” 

Burnt  alive. 

*  **  The  Emperor  Opilius  had 


/o  i  >  ' 

77$  A'XhOl  JJLQl%QV  OL7rOXrT&tV&lV  TOVTGV 

7re Aeuet  ccAovtqs  Sxs  tb  mu  <xut&0  kj  tS 
ha£ovTo$  egofjLtvtf  tgv  £ctciA?ct  t)  %pti 
TTQIGW)  CL7TQ%glVCLcfrca 

*  Capitol.  Adulterij  reos  femper  vi~ 
vos  fimul  incendit  junftis  corpori- 
bu  s9 

t  ■  0  I 


rvj 

TOO  VQfLW  %pyio$CCl. 


always 


[  l07  1 

always  the  bodies  of  the  two  Per- 
fons  guilty  of  adultery  fattened  to¬ 
gether  and  burnt  alive.”  There  is 
in  Diodorus  Siculus,  a  very  odd 
Story  relating  to  this  kind  of 
death*.  SefottrisII.  King  of  ./Egypt 
“  was  depriv’d  of  fight.  In  the 
tenth  year.  He  was  directed  by 
an  Oracle  to  watti  his  face  with 
the  water  of  that  wife  who  had 


*  Diod  Sic.  i.  p,  38.  Han.  'E<?em$ni 
orris  oodcrioos.  toi  Stxxroy  <E  sra  jxccvTeiccs 
dvrco  ysvofj.h’ins^yvi'MKcsovpM  ri^tcb'ou  to 

TrQQGUTTQV)  «T/5  7TUDXV  CCl'S'POS  B3C 

C  /  >  w  9  \ 

(ptv  er tojv  fjitv  yvvouxoov3  u7tg 
Idiots  ao^uevos,  7ro?Act$  e^BTaaa^ 
&cP ejAiccv  £  voev  aS'ici(pSroPocv,  ttXtjv  xri7rcti- 
pov  t ivgSj  YiV  vyins  yevotuevos  \yn\x,£.  r cc§ 
^a/Accs  ^ooaas  xctTexctvaev* 

F  6  known 
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known  no  other  man  than  her 
hufband.  Having  tried  feveral, 
beginning  with  his  own,  he  found 
not  one  of  them  untainted,  ex¬ 
cept  the  wife  of  a  certain  Gar¬ 
dener  ;  whom  after  he  was  cured, 
he  married  :  the  reft  he  burned 
alive.” 

I  have  recited  this  Story  upon 
no  other  account  than  to  fhew 
how  fevere  they  were  in  thofe 
times  againfl  Adultery.  For  as 
to  the  matter  of  fa£t,  though  Se- 
foftris  might  have  believed  he  re- 

O 

cover'd  his  fight  by  the  method 
aforefaid,  yet  it  is  hardly  pro¬ 
bable  th at  but  one  out  of  fo  many 
wives  could  provide  fuch  a  re¬ 
medy 


E  I09  ] 

rncdy,  fuppofing  it  to  be  eftec- 
tual, 

K, .  '  * 

’Torn  afunder. 

*  “An  uncommon  death  was  or¬ 
dered  by  the  Emperor  Valerius 

Aurelianus  to  be  executed  on  a 

** 

Soldier,  who  had  committed  adul¬ 
tery  with  the  wife  of  his  Hoft  : 
viz.  that  the  tops  of  two  trees 
ihould  be  bent  down  and  tied  faft 


*  Vopifc.  Aurelian.  Militem  qui 
adulteriiim  cum  hofpitis  uxore  com- 
miferat,  ita  punivit,  ut  duarum  ar- 
borum  capita  inflefteret,  et  ad  pedes 
militis  deligaret,  eademque  fubito  di- 
mitteret,  ut  fciffus  ille  utrinque  pen- 
deret. 


if) 
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to  the  feet  of  the  foldier,  and  that 
the  boughs  fhould  be  let  go  of  a 
fudden,  fo  that  he  being  torn  afun~ 
der  might  hang  on  each  fide.’’ 

Here  the  punifhment  was  very 
expreffive  of  the  crime.  It  was 
proper  that  he  who  had  thus  di¬ 
vided  man  and  wife,  who  were  one 
body,  fhould  have  his  own  body 
divided,  and  become  a  prey  to  the 
fowls  of  the  air. 

j Hang’d* 

*  In  old  Saxony  if  a  married  wo- 

man, 

Jr** ——"ii  ...I  .  -  . . -  .!■—» 

*  Du  FrefneGlofs.  Lat.  T.  i.  p.  76. 
In  antiqua  Saxonia,  fi  mulier  maritata 

2  fradto 
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man,  breaking  the  marriage-con- 
tradf,  committed  adultery,  they 
fometimes  forced  her  to  end  her 
life,  being  hanged  with  a  halter 
fattened  by  her  own  hand;  and 
over  her  body  fet  on  fire  and  burnt 

•N.  t 

they  hang  her  feducer. 

*  A  fentence  was  paft  at  Orle¬ 
ans  againtt  Dellandes  Sieur  du  Mou¬ 
lin, 


fradto  feedere  matrimonij  adulterium 
perpetraverit,  aliquando  cogunt  earn 
propria  inanu  per  laqueum  fufpenfam 
vitam  finire  :  et  fuper  buftum  illius  rn- 
cenfe  et  concremata?  corruptorem  ejus 
fyfpendunt. 

*  Thuan.  Hitt,  xxxv,  ad  ann.  1563.’' 

Judicium 
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lin,  who  being  convicted  of  having 
debauched  Godarde,  the  wife  of 
John  Godin,  while  her  hufband 
wras  in  the  camp,  was  condemned 
to  die :  and  both  Deflandes  and 
Godarde  were  hanged  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  ftreet. 

‘  v  "*» 

Here  too  the  punishment  feems 
to  be  well  adapted  to  the  crime. 


Judicium  Aureliani  latum  eft  contra 
Landam  Molinum  qui  Godard  am  Jo. 
Godini  uxorem  dum  -  vir  in  caftris 
eflet  corrupifle  convidtus,  ad  mortem 
damnatus  eft,  amboque  Landa  et  Go- 
darda  in  pyblica  platea  laqueo  fuf- 
penfi  funt. 


For 
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For  an  ignominious  life  deierves 
an  ignominious  death  :  and  he  who 

has  wallowed  in  another  man’s 
bed  like  a  fwine,  ought  for  fo.  do- 
jmg  to  be  hang’d  like  a  dog4 


C  H  A  P, 
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CHAP.  IV. 

ON  ADULTERY* 

THOUGH  Death  was  in 
many  countries  a  ftated  mode 
of  punching  Adulterers,  yet  other 
inodes  of  puni/hing  Adulterers  were 
made  ufe  of,  lefs  fevere,  in  the  com¬ 
mon  opinion  at  leaft,  than  Death* 
To  proceed  therefore. 


SDC- 
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SECTION  I 


Banijhment  was  another  mode  of  pu* 


nijhing  Adulterers . 


T'  H  U  S  Auguflus  being  re- 


-«L  folved  to  reform  their  vi¬ 
cious  practices,  fent  the  Poet  Ovid 
to  the  chafte  region  of  the  Gets 
to  cool  his  amorous  fires.  No  one 
indeed  would  be  furprized  to  hear 
that  this  Author  was  guilty  of 
Adultery  (for  which  he  had  the 

good  fortune  to  be  only  banilhed) 
being  looked  upon  as  a  Profeflor  of 
the  arts  of  illicit  love,  as  himfelf 
allures  us. 


Undetf 
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#  Under  the  charge  of  this  foul  crime  I  lie. 
That  Pm*  a  Do&or  in  adultery. 

However  he  rather  infinuates 

than  proves  his  innocence,  in  his 

%  * 

appeal  to  Cupid,  too  partial  a  judge 
in  cafes  of  intrique. 

f  You  know*  and  may,  if  iwcrn,  protell 
1  never  brake  a  hu&andk  reft*  &c« 

*■  J  ' 

And  he  brings  other  men's  wiit* 

*  ~  r 

ings  to  excufe  his  own,  as. 


*  turpi  crimine  ta&us 
Arguor  obfcceiij  Doftor  adulterii. 

Ovid.  Trift,  ii,  an*. 

•fScis  tamen  et  liquido  juratus  dicere  poflis* 

Non.  me  legitimes  follicitafie  toros,  &c. 

V 

©vie,  Pont,  hi,  3. 49» 

What 
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#  What  is  the  Iliad  but  a  lhamelefs  whore. 
For  whom  was  wag'd  a  ten  year’s  war  before 
Between  a  hufband  and  a  paramour  ? 


Tiberius  having  gotten  Apu- 
leia  Varilia  excus’d  the  greater  pu- 
nifhment  for  adultery,  prevailed 
that  after  the  example  of  their  an- 
ceilors  die  might  be  remov’d  above 
two  hundred  miles  from  her  rela- 


*  Ilias  ipfa  quid  eft  nift  turpis  adultera,  cie  qua 
Inter  amaforem  pugna  virumque  fuit  ? 

Ovid,  Trift.  ii.  371, 

f  Tac.  Anna!,  ii.  e.  50, — Adultery 
graviorem  poenam  deprecatus,  ut  ex- 
emplo  majoruni  propinquis  fuis  ultra 
ducenteffimum  lapidem  removeretur, 
fuafit.  Ad ulte ro  Manlio  Italia  atque 
Africa  interdiftum  eft. 


tions. 
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lions.  The  Adulterer  Manlius 
was  banilhed  out  of  Italy  and 
Africa. 

*  He  likewife  puniflied  with  ba~ 
nifhment  Aquilia,  who  was  ac- 
cufed  of  committing  adultery  with 
Varius  Ligur,  though  LentulusGe- 
iulicus,  the  Conful  eledt,  had  con¬ 
demned  her  according  to  the  Ju¬ 
lian  Law. 

It  feems  thefe  two  Emperors 


'*  Tac.  Annal.  iv.  42.  Aquiliam 
adulterij  delatam  cum  Vario  Ligure  j 
quanquam  Lentulus  Getulicus  con¬ 
ful  defignatus  lege  Julia  damnaflet> 
exilio  punivit. 


were 
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were  of  opinion  that  Perfons,  who 
behav’d  fo  unworthy  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  a  well  regulated  Society, 
ought  to  be  debarred  from  dwelling 
any  longer  therein,  though  it  were 
their  own  native  country. 

SECTION  II. 

Confinement  was  another  mode  of  pit* 
nifhing  Adulterers. 


*  p  O  NS  TAN  TINE  ordered 
that  a  wife,  guilty  of  adul- 
tery,  fhould  be  tnrown  into  a  nun¬ 
nery. 


*  Conftant.  A  u then.  Collate  tit.  xvii. 
Noveii.  134*  caP*  10.  KsA zvofjiev  tyiv 
uoi^ytvcrcicroLV  yvveuxec  Iv  jxqvcl^t^ico  ?//.- 
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* 

nery,  giving  her  hufband  a  power 
of  taking  her  out  again  within  two 
years  if  he  thought  proper ;  If  the 
above-mentioned  time  elapfed,  or 
the  hufband  died,  before  he  took 
her  out.  He  order’d  her  to  be 
fhorn,  and  to  take  the  habit  of  a 
nun,  and  to  abide  in  the  fame 
nunnery  during  her  w'hole  life.” 

This  great  Civilian  judged  that 

a  Wo- 


tu  a  uh'  eicco  £ K7tas  ava- 
XccQhv  amw  o  amp  Ccvh nSreir-t  Ifyatav 

7  ^  r '  r  ^  t' 5  r'  ’  c 

OCIIT  <J)  0  Id  GfJLtV  T8T  0  TTCLPiV.  11/  St  0 


7rooeigVfjJi'Q$  fypcvos  ^0ipiA?rn^  r\  o  ccvnp 
'ztrciy  araAaitU'  r?)y  yvvcaxoi  Ttfovivcrei 
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a  Woman  who  had  fo  little  regard 
for  her  honour,  as  to  break  through 
the  bounds  of  Chaftity  prefcrib’d 
her,  fhould  be  confin’d,  at  firft 
only  for  a  time,  in  hopes  the  might 
become  lefs  di (orderly  ;  and  if  die 
did  not,  ihould  be  confin’d  for 
ever. 


TteAeuofxev  xovoeutcuou 


avTTiVy  xcct  to  [ao* 


•.  /O  / 


VX%lXOV  tyWfACC  AoLfAhOLVeiV9  7CCCI  OlTCGiV 

™  ^  /  0  \  r/  »  I 

T cc  auTu  u.ovct~VPico*  e  uri  cAov  tqv 
vor  rm  oixeias 
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SECTION  III. 

Public  Difgrace  was  another  mode 
of  punijking  Adulterers. 

SOLON  made  the  follow¬ 
ing  Law  in  refpedt  to  wives. 
*  “  He  would  not  fuffer  a  wife 
with  whom  an  Adulterer  had  been 
caught,  to  be  dreft  out :  but  if  the 
were  dreft  out,  he  bad  any  one 
who  met  her  to  tear  off  her 
cloaths.” 

Again,  by  a  Law  of  Athens,  it 


*  Tichin.  Orat.  in  Timarch.  Try  yv- 

3  ?  >1  <i  \  y  0  -\. 

i'xncct]  z(p  v  ecu  aAcfJ  facL^os^  qvk  sol  xg§- 
jJL&&OCl'  \ctV  S'i  XOG'/LtfiTCCl}  T OV  iv7V%0VT6L 
xeA'vei  xccTMppyi^rivw  ret  i/accticc* 

was 
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was  thus  decreed,  *  “  When  the 

hulband  has  taken  the  Adulterer, 

/ 

let  it  not  be  lawful  for  him  to 
cohabit  with  his  wife,  but  if  he 
do,  let  him  be  accounted  infa¬ 
mous/’ 


The  deiign  of  this  law  was  (I 
prefume)  not  only  to  deter  the 
wife  from  committing  Adultery 
through  the  apprehenfion  of  being 
utterly  call  off,  but  to  teach  the 
hufband,  that  to  receive  again  into 
Ills  bofom  a  faithlefs  and  polluted 
wretch,  argued  a  meannefs  of  fpi- 


*  Demofth.  Orat.  in  Neaeram.  E'zro- 
S'av  sAo(  t cv  fxoi^pvy  un  e£sq~oj  roo 

ru  3  \  a  \ 

rn  gvvoik&v  tv  yvy<xnu.  ecc v  6  s  avyoiTcy 

/  3 

CtTiy.GS 

fh,§ 
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rit,  and  a  want  of  delicacy*  and 

•r 

would  breed  a  fufjpicion  that  he 
partook  with  her  in  the  wages  of 
iniquity.  However  there  is  a  wide 
difference  between  a  harden’d  Ad  ul- 
terefs,  and  a  young  unexperienc’d 
creature  furpris’d  into  a  fingle  a£t 
of  Adultery  by  a  common  Se¬ 
ducer,  or  decoyed  into  it  by  an 
unfufpedted  Bawd.  The  law  might 
have  been  rather  too  fevere  againfl 
the  lafl  of  thefe  ;  efpecially  if  fhe 
had  given  all  polfible  tokens  of  a 
thorough  contrition. 

*  With  the  Germans  there  was 

no 

"an  I,  n  ,  i  in i-t— r— '  —tmmm  L  „  i  -  

'*  Tacit  Germ.  xix.  Publicatse  pu- 

dicitise 


[  125  ] 

no  pardon  for  a  woman  who  had 
once  loft  her  character.  She  could 
not  get  another  hulband  by  her 
perfon,  her  age,  or  her  fortune. 
For  there  nobody  made  a  jeft  of 
vice  ;  nor  was  it  call’d  the  falhion 
of  the  times  to  debauch  and  to  be 
debauch’d.” 

“  When  the  Cumaeans  took  a 

woman 


clicitias  nulla  venia.  Non  forma,  non 

jetate,  non  opibus  maritum  inveniret, 
Netno  enim  illic  vitia  ridet :  nec  cor- 
rumpere  et  corrumpi  feculum  voca* * 
tur. 


*  Plut.  Qiiseft.  Grsc.  Tcov  ywai- 
xociv  TW'  staU  /UGi^etcc  /\r<(pSreicrav  ay cc- 

f  3  5  \  5  \  /  t  3 

yovrss  21$  ayo^otv  Ai^ov  tivo$  e/jiCpcc^ 

vn  'VTOLQ'l  KCcSri<?CCGOLv'  2LTCC  OUT 00$  CSJ'g£/- 
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woman  in  Adultery,  they  brought 
her  to  the  Forum,  and  made  her 
fland  in  the  fight  of  every  body  on 
a  done.  Then  fetting  her  upon  an 
Afs,  they  led  her  round  the  City. 
After  that  {he  was  made  again  to 
fland  on  the  fame  flone ;  and  all 
her  life-time  was  reckon’d  infa¬ 
mous,  and  nick-nam’d  the  Afs- 
rider.  And  they,  looking  from 
thence  on  the  flone  as  impure,  ana¬ 
thematized  it.” 


Cet^oy  (7T  cvay,  xcti  tw  voXiv  xwXy 
‘mepix^renTa.v,  tStt  ■wahiv  I'w't  tov  dv~ 
tov  AiSrcv  xa.TdSSvce.1^  xa't  to  AcWoc 
aT/uoi',  SictTeX&Vy  ovo£a,Ttv  vr^oaccyo- 
pevoyJvw.  Toy  St  Xi?7ov  aVjo  tout  on  ov 
xctfrctccv  t’Ofii^QVTiS  ci<p<ti<rtOVVTQ- 

The 
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The  Adulterer  too  when  taken 
had  his  {hare  of  Public  Difgrace. 

*  “  Among  the  Pifidians  he  was 
led  about  the  town  fitting  upon 
an  Afs.”  'f* * * §  “  Among  the  Le- 
preans  he  was  carried  bound 
through  the  crofs-ways  for  three 
days  together.”  §  “Among  theGor- 


*  Stob.  S.  42.  ’EaV  St  aA^:» 

TrepiczyeTcti  twv  7tg?\iv  ei n  ovov* 

•f"  Heraclid.  de  politicis.  Asir^e^tuv 
ccv  AaCoiai  fA.cL%ov0  Tregidyovai  tchs  yy.s- 
£ets  tvv  7ro?Ciy  SeSsf-dvoy. 

§  Cael.  Rhodig.  xxi.  c.  45.  Apud 
Gortynam  adulter  deprehenfus  ad 
magiftratus  per  civitatem  produceba- 
tur  lana  cOronatus.  Quare  ill!  plane 
mollior  approbabatur  natura  effemina- 
tiorque. 

G  4 
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typians  he  was.  pubiickly  brought 
through  the  City  to  the  Magi- 
flrates  crown’d  with  wool ;  where¬ 
by  he  was  plainly  adjudged  to  be 
by  nature  fofter  and  weaker  than 
wool  itfelf.” 

Indeed  as  to  both  the  fexes  it 

t*  ;  - 

may  be  laid.  Nothing  could  be 

more  juft  than,  That  the  who 

fcrupul’d  not  to  do  a  lhameful  adt 
«*. 

in  private,  fhould  be  expos’d  to 
lhame  in  public  j  and  that  the 
Foci’s  Cap  fhould  be  taken  from 
the  head  of  the  hufband,  and  put, 
where  it  fitted  beft,  upon  the  head 
of  the  Adulterer. 


SEC 
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SECTION  IV. 

Bodily  Pain  was  another  mode  of 
punijhing  Adulterers. 

*  “  Hp  H  E  Egyptians  ordain’d 
that  if  a  man  had  pre¬ 
vail’d  on  a  married  woman  to 
commit  Adultery  with  him,  he 
fhould  receive  a  thoufand  lafhes.” 

Tacitus  fpeaking  of  Germany, 
informs  us  f  “  that  there  were 

very 


*  Diod.  Sic.  i.  50.  Hanov.  Ei  r is 
7r&aa.s  /uoi^dvcrouy  tdvS'cts  AiccS  Trhrr 
yai  AcLjJt&aLveiv  tvdX'cvov. 


•fTac.  Germ.  xix.  Pauciffima  in 
tam  numerofa  gente  adulteria,  quo- 

G  5  rum 


[  13°  ] 

very  few  Adulteries  in  fo  numer¬ 
ous  a  people  :  the  punithment  for 
which  was  at  hand,  and  allow’d 
to  hufbands.  The  hulband  having 
ftrip’d  her  [his  wife]  naked,  and 
cut  off  her  hair  before  her  rela¬ 
tions,  turn’d  her  out  of  doors, 
and  whipp’d  her  through  every 
ftreet.” 

*  In  ancient  Saxony,  if  a  mar¬ 
ried 


mm  poena  praefens,  et  maritis  permifla. 
Accifis  crinibus  nudatam  coram  pro- 
pinquis  expellit  domo  maritus,  ac  per 
omnem  vicum  verbere  agit. 

*  Du  Frefne  Glofs.  Latin.  T.  i.  p. 
76.  In  antiqua  Saxonia  fi  muUer 
maritata  frado  fcedere  matrimonij  ad- 

ulteriutn 
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4 

* 

ried  woman,  breaking  the  mar¬ 
riage-  contract,  was  guilty  of  Adul¬ 
tery,  fometimes,  a  female  troop  be¬ 
ing  aflembled,  the  women  led  her 
round  about,  whipp’d  through  the 
ftreets,  beating  her  with  rods  •,  and 
goading  her  with  fmall  wounds, 
fent  her  from  town  to  town  bloody 
and  torn ;  and  hill  there  met  her 


ulterium  perpetraverit,  aliquando,  con- 
gregato  fcemineo  exercitu,  flagellatam 
earn  mulieres  per  pagos  circumqua- 
que  ducunt,  virgis  csdentes  ;  et  pun-  9 
gentes  minutis  vulneribus  cruentatam 
et  laceratam  de  villa  ad  villain  mit- 
tunt  :  et  occummt  Temper  novas  fla- 
gellatrices  zelo  pudicitias  addudtas  uf- 
quequo  earn  aut  mortuam,  aut  vix 
vivam  derelinquunt. 

G  6  frefh 
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frefh  tormentors  drawn  by  their 
zeal  for  chaftity,  till  they  left  her 
either  dead,  or  fcarce  alive. 

% 

Under  this  head  of  bodily  pain  I 
may  place  a  kind  of  punifhment 
very  common  at  Athens. 

'  *  When  they  caught  Adulterers 
in  the  fadt,  they  tied  them  neck 
and  heels  j  made  bald  their  pofte- 
riors  with  hot  allies  •,  and  then 
thruft  up  their  bodies  radifhes  of 
the  largeft  fize.  To  this  Catullus 
alludes ; 

AL! 


*  Petit.  Atticse  Leg.  p.  464.  Depre- 
henfos  in  adulterio  mcechos  quadrupe- 

des 
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•  Ah  !  wretched  thee,  and  of  a  haplefs  fate. 
Whom  with  thy  drawn-up  feet,  and  open  gate* 
Mullets  and  Radilhes  fhall  penetrate. 


For  fometimes  mullets  were 
thruft  up  the  body  as  well  as  ra¬ 
dices. 

This  Punishment  was  called 


des  conftituebant ;  et  eis  nates  depila- 
bant  cinere  calido  :  deinde  raphanos 
prtegrandes  in  podicem  immittebant. 

#  Ah  !  turn  te  miferum,  maiique  fati. 

Quern  attra&is  pedibus,  patente  porta, 

Fercurreat  raphanique  imigilefque, 

Catull,  Ode  xv»  i&. 


a  Pluck- 
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-j~  a  Plucking  ox  %  a  Radijhing.  But 
it  was  a  punishment  for  poor  men 
only.  Rich  men  commuted  by  a 
pecuniary  muldt ;  as  we  may  gather 
-from  Ariftophanes,  who  brings  in 
one  thus  reproaching  Poverty ; 

§  Through  thee  th’ Adulterer  when  caught  Is 
pluck’d. 

Bodily  pleafure,  if  unwarranta¬ 
ble,  is  fitly  puniShed  with  bodily 
pain.  Yet  no  bodily  pain,  though 
never  fo  exquifite,  can  be  a  fuffi- 
cient  compenfation  for  that  pain 
of  mind  which  might  be  given  to 
an  injur’d  huSband. 


r 

'*}“  TIagariXtuo£»  '  J  pet (pav&wc-tg, 

?  yt  $ta.  ere  7ra  TTct^arlxXzTctu 

AiUSTOPH,Plut,  Aft  i.  Sc.  2. 

C 
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SECTION  V. 


Disfiguration  was  another  mode  of 


funijhing  Adulterers . 

HE  ./Egyptians  command- 


A  ed  the  nofe  of  an  Adul- 
terefs  to  be  flit:  being  of  opinion 
that  fhe  who  fet  herfelf  off  to  gra¬ 
tify  an  unpardonable  incontinence^ 
fhould  have  taken  from  her  what- 
ever  moft  recommended  her  beauty. 


*Diod.  Sic.  i.  50.  ’E/  t/5  Tretrras 
jfjccu^vcrcth  hd/\evGv  Titty  vpocikcs'.tw  pirn 

V7TQXctfj£(XVQVTZ$  TK$ 

yroos  ccavy%cogy}Tov  ctxgaalctp  xaAA&JTr/- 
cttyQLiQcZwvcu  toc  fcoA /<px  xoa™ 


r 


P&vtcl  tt\v  eu7rgt7rei(%v* 


Canute 
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*  Canute  made  this  decree,  “  If  a 
wife,  the  hufband  being  yet  alive, 
be  convi&ed  of  having  an  illicit 
commerce  with  any  other  man 
whatever,  let  both  her  nofe  and 
her  ears  be  cut  off.” 

>  .  >JW 

Beauty  is  a  gift  of  heaven.  But 
when  it  is  put  to  fo  bad  a  ufe,  it 
is  made  an  inflrument  of  hell :  and 
therefore,  like  a  well-wrought 
Statue  as  foon  as  it  becomes  an 
Idol,  and  leads  men  aflray,  ought 
to  be  disfigured. 


*  Spelm.  L.  L.  Eccl.  Canuti  R.  c. 
22.  Uxor,  fi  marito  fuperftite,  cum 
alio  quocunque  corpus  mifcuifie  con- 
vincatur,  mulieri  turn  nafus,  turn  au¬ 
ricula;  prscinduntor. 


S  E  C- 
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SECTION  VI. 

Blindnefs  was  another  mode  of  pu¬ 
nching  Adulterers. 

ALEUCUS,  Prince  of 
M—  -J  Locris,  made  a  law  that  the 
Adulterer’s  eyes  fhould  be  put  out : 
ofwhofe  confummate  juflice  there 
is  the  following  remarkable  ac¬ 
count.  *  When,  according  to  his 

own 


*  Val,  Max.  vi.  5.  Extern,  fed.  3, 
Cum  filius  ejus  adulterij  crimine  dam- 
natus  fecundum  jus  ab  ipfo  confdtu- 
tum,  utroque  oculo  carere  deberet,  ac 
tota  civitas  in  honorem  patris  pcente 
neceffitatem  adolefcentulo  remitterer, 
aliquarndiu  repugnavit :  ad  ultimum 

precibus 
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own  law,  his  Ton  was  to  be  depriv¬ 
ed  of  both  his  eyes,  being  found 
guilty  of  adultery  j  and  the  whole 
city,  out  of  regard  to  the  father, 
would  have  had  the  young  man  re¬ 
leafed  from  the  penalty  j  he  for 
feme  timeoppofed  it.  At  laft  be¬ 
ing  overcome  by  the  intreaties  of 
the  people,  having  firft  pull’d  out 
one  of  his  own  eyes,  and  then  one 
of  his  fons,  he  left  to  both  the  ufe 
of  light.  Thus  he  gave  the  law 


precibus  populi  evidtus,  fuo  prius,  de- 
inde  filij  oculo  eruto,  ufum  videndi 
utrique  reliquit.  Ita  debitum  fuppli- 
cij  rnodum  legi  reddidit,  aequitatis  ad- 
mirabili  temperamento,  fe  inter  mife- 
ricordem  patrem  et  juftum  legiflato- 
rem  parti tus. 

its 

— * 
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its  due  meafure  of  punifhment,  di¬ 
viding  hinafelf  equally  between 
the  compaffionate  father  and  righ¬ 
teous  Law-giver.”  Though,  I  think, 
he  carried  the  former  to  an  extra¬ 
vagant  length. 


SECTION  VII. 


Caf ration  was  another  mode  of  pu-« 
nijhing  Adulterers . 


I O  D  O  R  U  S  Siculus  tells 


us,  that  the  Egyptians 
ie  ordered  a  man  who  forced  a  wife 

that 


*Diod.  Sicul.  i.  50.  Ty  y~2v  Qiaaar 


jjv&vis  yvvcuxa,  iAti tfepav  'jrpofxi'xa.^a.v  a- 


OIWOV 
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that  Was  a  Free- woman  to  be  caf- 
t rated  :  judging  that  fuch  a  man, 
by  one  illegal  adt,  wrought  three 
of  the  greateft  evils,  Infult,  Cor¬ 
ruption,  and  Mixture  of  feed.” 
Probably  for  much  the  fame  rea- 
fon  *  “  Adulterers  were  caftrated 
among  the  Spaniards.” 

I>  A  I'  *  .  -  w  -  l  .  . 

Plautus  gives  a  hint  of  this  pu- 
nilhment  in  a  paiTage  of  one  of  his 
Comedies  j 


w  ~  t  y  i  > 

rroiBjov  paa  Trparet  7rctPocvopLOd  t gtot  rrct 

\  oa  0 

fjjsyicf’cc  Toov  xccxoov  evypyyxei'ai}  tw 
ukpiV)  Xj  mp  (pzrQGaV)  >a  roor  rexroop 
cvy%wiv* 

f  Du  Frelhe-Glofs.  Lat.  T.  s.  ad.  v. 

Adult.  Adulteri  apud  Hilpanos  caf- 
trabantur. 

M  i. 
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*  Mi.  What  doft:  thou  ?  Sy.  I 
do  what  *tis  plain  Adulterers  are 
not  for  the  moft  part  wont  to  do. 
Mi.  What  is  that  ?  Sy.  I  bring 
back  my  veffels  whole. 

v.  *  *  ?  *  **  ^ 

It  muft  be  owned  on  the  other 
hand  that  Domitian,  J  after  Ti¬ 
tus  had  taken  great  pains  to  have 


*  Mi.  Quid  agis  ?  Sy.  Facio  quod 
manifefto  moechi  baud  ferme  folent. 

-Mi.  Quid  eft?  Sy.  Refero  vafa 
falva. 

Plaut.  Pasruiv.  2.  40. 

J  Xiphil.  in  vit.  Domitian  :  EttoJW 
0  Titos  Trip  tbs  exTofj.'ix$  ea- 

ccTtiyapevaev  emi  exeivou 
(A.vf'ei’cc  £Ti  tv  t n  rm  Vo}fJ.a,ioov  cc(>%n 
Ijcr/jWj'gc&a;. 

offenders 
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offenders  caffrated  to  bring  ait 
odium  on  him,  forbad  that  any 
man  Should  be  any  longer  caftrated 
in  the  Roman  Empire.”  [as  I  have 
already  hinted  from  Martial.  ] 

But  this  was  a  bad  motive  for 
abolishing  a  good  law.  For  when 
Caftration  is  ufed  otherwife  than 
as  a  punifhment,  or  a  remedy,  it 
is  contrary  to  humanity  and  civil 
policy.  But  it  is  highly  reason¬ 
able,  that  a  man  who  proud  of  his 
manhood  exercifes  it  to  another’s 

wrong,  Should  be  made  lefs  than 

*  -  1  - 

*nan. 


SEC- 


SECTION  VIII. 


Tine  was  another  mode  of  jwnijhing 

Adulterers. 

*  “  fk  Mong  the  Arragonians, 
JL  Jc  by  their  laws,  if  a  mar¬ 
ried  man  or  married  woman  was 
taken  in  Adultery,  they  paid  three- 
fcore  folids,  by  way  of  fine.  And 
if  a  married  man  was  taken  in 


*  Du  Frefne.  Glofs.  Lat,  Tom.  r. 
p.  76.  Apud  Arragonenfes  fecundum 
Foros  antiquos,  fi  conjngatus  aut  con- 
jugata  erant  deprehenfi  in  Adulterio, 
iolvebant  60  folidos  de  calumnia.  Et  fit 
conjugatus  cum  conjugata  erant  de¬ 
prehenfi  in  Adulterio,  folvebant  dic- 
tam  calumniam  duplicatam. 

2  Adultery 
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Adultery  with  a  married  wo¬ 
man,  fhey  paid  the  aforefaid  Fine 
doubled.’1 

*  “  In  doom’s-day  for  Kent,  it 
appears,  that  the  King  had  cog¬ 
nizance  of  an  adulterous  man,  and 
the  Archbifhop  of  an  adulterous 

JL 

woman,  and  that  an  equal  fine  was 
laid  on  them  both.” 


*Du  Frefne.  Glofs.  Lat.  Tom.  i.  p; 
7 6.  De  Adulterio  per  totam  Client 
[Cantium]  habet  Rex  hominem,Archi- 
epifcopus  mulierem,  &c.  Alibi :  Adul- 
terium  faciens  8  Sol.  4.  D.  emende- 

bat  homo,  et  fcsmina  tantundem.  Rex 
habet  hominem  A  dulterum,  Archie- 
pifcopus  fceminam. 

4  *  “  A 
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*  “  At  this  day  in  England, 
and  moft  other  countries.  Adul¬ 
teries  are  punilh’d  by  Fine.”  This 
mode  falls  vaftly  (hort  of  the  end 
propofed.  For  what  Fine  can  be 
adequate  to  fo  great  an  injury  ?  A 
hufband  who  chearfully  acquiefceS 
in  this  kind  of  fatisfadtion,  gives 
the  world  room  to  fufpedt  that  he 
defires  nothing  more  than  to  make 
a  market  of  his  wife’s  inconti¬ 
nence. 


'*  Harris’s  Juitinian.  4. to.  iv.  p.  87. 

*  is«r  '4 


S  E  C« 
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SECTION  IX. 

Forfeiture  was  another  mode  of pu- 
nijhing  Adulterers. 

BY  the  Statute  Law,  f  e<  If  a 
wife  willingly  leave  her  huf- 
band,  and  go  away,  and  conti¬ 
nue  with  her  Advouterer,  [Adul¬ 
terer]  fhe  fhall  be  barred  for  ever 
of  adtion  to  demand  her  Dower 
that  fhe  ought  to  have  of  her  huf- 
band’s  lands,  if  Ihe  be  convidl 
thereupon  :  excepted  that  her  huf- 
band  willingly,  and  without  coer- 


-f  Anno  decimo  tertio 
A.  D.  1285.  c.  34. 


Edvardi  I. 


tion 
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tion  of  the  church,  reconcile  her, 

andfuffer  her  to  live  with  him  5  in 

* 

which  cafe  (lie  {hall  be  reibored  to 
her  adion.” 


*  Coke  fays,  <c  All  this  is  com- 
prehended  fhortly  in  two  Hexa¬ 
meters.” 

Sponte  virum  Fugiens  mulier,  et  adultera 
Dote  fua  careat,  nifi  fponfi  Fponte  retra£la. 

Which  in  about  as  elegant  verfe 
may  be  thus  Engli filed  j 

If  wife  elop’d  Adulterefs  become. 

To  lofe  her  dower  let  it  be  her  dooms 
Unlefs  the  hufband  freely  take  her  home, 

*  Coke’s  Inftit.  L.  i.  Cap.  5.'  Of 

Dower.  s 

H  2  Cambdc*. 


- 

Cambden  relates  this  remarka¬ 
ble  cafe  (out  of  the  Parliamentary 
records,  30  Ed.  i.)  *  “  Sir  John 
Camois,  fon  of  the  Lord  Ralph 
Camois,  of  his  own  free-will  gave 
and  demifed  his  own  wife,  Mar¬ 
garet,  daughter  and  heir  of  John 
de  Gaidefden,  unto  Sir  William 
Panell,  Knight ;  and  unto  the  fame 
William  Panell,  gave,  granted,  re- 
leafed,  and  quit-claimed  all  her 
goods  and  chattels,  &c.  fo  that  nei¬ 
ther  he  h'imfelf,  nor  any  man  elfe 
in  his  name,  might  make  claim, 
or  ever  challenge  any  intereft  in 

the  laid  Margaret,  or  in  her  goods 
or  chattels,  &c.  Ey  which  grant. 


*  Camb.  Brit.  tit.  Sufiex, 


when 


J 
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when  fhe  demanded  her  dower  in 
the  manor  of  Torpid  1,  part  of  the 
pofleffions  of  Sir  John  Camois,  her 
firft  hufband,  there  grew  a  memo¬ 
rable  fuit  in  the  law,  but  wherein 
fhe  was  overthrown,  and  judgment 
pronounced.  That  fhe  ought  to 
have  no  dower  from  thence  upon 
the  fiatute  of  Weftminfler.  2. 
Becaufe  fhe  departed  from  her 
hufband,  in  his  life-time,  and  lived 
in  adultery  with  the  aforefaid  Wil¬ 
liam/’ 

Nor  was  this  punifhment  un¬ 
known  to  the  ancients,  as  we  may 
gather  from  thefe  verfes  of  Homer, 
where  Vulcan  thus  fpeaks  of  Mars 

II  3  and 


/ 
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and  Venus,  whom  he  had  caught 
together  in  his  bed. 

*  Fail  bound  within  this  net  they  iliall  be  laid. 
Till  the  whole  dow’r  her  Father  has  repaid  $ 
Which  for  a  ihamelefs  woman  I  put  down. 

His  daughter,  fair  indeed,  but  wanton  grown. 

*  'j *  * . 

It  is  true  this  is  a  fkdion  :  vet 

*  ¥ 

it  points  out  to  us  the  law  of  thole 
ancient  times  in  cafe  of  Adultery  $ 
which  Horace  confirms  by  the  cn- 
iuing  pallage. 


*  — .  \choq  xcdi  fotrpk  ip  &b 

Elcwf.  jCtcj  rxrdyrcc 

cl  eyfyd?>^ci  Kwu'R&cq  UvBi'-a  nvfvq, 

ol  nci'hn  Z'vyarnf,  drap  tin  l^Zvy.cq. 

Kom,  Qdyfs,  0* 

*  Loudly 
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*  Loudly  cries  the  wife. 

My  jointure’s  loft. 

Francis. 

.  r 

'  ,  •  '  v  ft 

But  from  Valerius  Maximus  we 
farther  learn  there  was  an  ancient 
Roman  lav/,  by  which  the  dov/er 
of  a  wife,  convidted  of  Adultery, 
was  forfeited  to  her  hulband ;  and 
that  fuch  a  law  at  a  certain  time, 
had  it  not  been  hindered,  would 
have  been  grofly  abufed.  For  * 
“  when  C.  Titinius,  of  Minturnae, 

attempted 


*  nruferara  fe  confcia  claipet, 
doti  deprenfa. 

Hojs  ft  h#  !•  Sat. 

*  Val  Max.  viii.  c.  2,2.  Cum  C. 

H  4  Tjtinius 
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attempted  to  deprive  of  her  dower 
his  wife  Ftinnia,  whom  he  had 


married  on  purpoie,  being  an  im~ 
moded  woman,  and  divorced  upon 


Titinius  Minturnenfis  Fanniam  ux- 
orem,  quam  impudicam  de  induf- 
tria  duxerat,  eo  crimine  repudiatam, 
dote  fpoliare  conaretur,  [C.  Marius] 
fumptus  inter  eos  judex,  in  confpedlu 
habita  qureftione,  fubdudtum  Titinium 
monuit,  tit  incepto  defifteret,  ac  mu- 
lieri  dotem  redderet.  Quod  cum 
iiepius  fruftra  feciflet,  coadlus  ab  eo 
fententiam  pronunciare  :  mulieremim- 
pudicitite  ream  feftertio  nummo,  Ti-  ■ 
tinium  futnma  totius  dotis  damnavir. 
Prasfatus,  idcirco  fe  hunc  judicandi 
modum  fecutum,  quod  liqueret  fibi, 
Titinium  patrimonio  Fannite  infidias 
ftruentem,  impudicae  conjugium  ex¬ 
pedite. 

'  L'lfr  i 


that 
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/ 

that  account,  C.  Marius,  being 
chofen  arbitrator  between  them, 
took  alide  Titinius,  and  advifed 
him  to  reflore  the  woman  her 
dower.  Which  after  he  had  done 
feveral  times  in  vain,  being  obliged 
from  thence  to  give  judgment,  he 
muldt  the  woman  as  guilty  of  im- 
inodefty  a  feflerce  (i.  e.  about  three 
half-pence)  and  Titinius  the  fum 
of  her  whole  dower  :  having  pre- 
mifed  that  he  therefore  followed 
this  manner  of  judging,  becaufe 

‘  ’  -•  •  •  \  *  it  ••  .  *K 

it  appeared  plainly  to  him,  that 
Titinius  fought  for  a  marriage 
with  Fannia,  an  immodeft  woman, 
laying  a  fnare  for  her  dower.” 

•  .  -  ’  ;  ■  ,  .  '  .  ;  ■'  :  i  .  t 

Indeed  this  might  have  been  of-, 

II  5  ten 
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ten  the  cafe.  Nay,  a  bad  hufband 
mJght,  for  the  fake  of  appropri- 

'•  v  ..  fv  ...  f.  •  .  •  :  \  ,  v. 

ating  to  himfelf  the  whole  or  great* 
eft  part  of  his  wife's  dower,  have 
employed  a  villain  to  draw  her  into 
an  aft  of  adultery. 

But  on  the  other  fide,  the  fallb 
generality  of  fome  hufbands,  in 
thefe  modern  days,  fhewn  to  their 
divorced  wives,  in  allowing  them 
even  more  than  their  dower,  is 
very  imprudent.  For  it  may  in- 
ereafe  the  number  of  adulteries : 
fince  women,  vitioufiy  inclined, 
will  keep  a  very  little  reftraint 
upon  themfelves,  when  they  expeft 
an  ample  and  independent  provi¬ 
sion  upon  a  divorce. 


The 
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The  cafe  indeed  might  be  fome- 
what  alter’d,  if  the  wife  had  been 

-  '“V  — '  v4. 1  ?  •  v .  -  J  V  ^  ■  -  '  t  K  -•  '(  $  'i  y1  ’  •  , 

provok’d  to  infidelity  by  frequent 

'  s.  -  *  ■  -V  , 

infidelities  from  the  hufband.  Be- 
caufe  there  is  no  reafon  that  he 
fhould  be  the  aggrefior,  and  fhe 
the  only  fufferer.  For  the  hnjbandis 
bound  to  the  Wife ,  as  well  as  the  wife 
is  bound  to  the  hufoand',  and  as  the 
wife  hath  not  power  of  her  own  body, 
but  the  hufband,  fo  the  hufband  hath 

•  '  ,  t  »  '  ;  . 

not  power  of  his  own  body,  but  the 
wife.  Not  that  I  would  juftify 
this  retaliation  of  the  wife ;  fince 
Chaftity  is  a  duty  Hie  owes  not 
only  to  her  hufband,  but  to  God, 
her  children,  and  herfelf.  I  would 


only  plead,  fhe  ought  not  to  be  fo 

fi  6  feverely 


—Jr' 
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feverely  dealt  with  by  her  fiul- 

band,  as  if  fhe  had  been  falfe  to 

his  bed  without  any  provocation 

at  all. 

# 


SECTION  X. 

t 

TO  thefe  feveral  modes  of 
punching  Adulterers,  I  fhall 

.  .  r  ,  '  V  " 

add  an  inftance  or  two,  where  the 
mode  is  not  fo  clearly  expreft, 
but  left  to  the  will  of  the  injured 

v 

-  ,  -  ..I.*'-.,'  i-s  r;  ,  S 

yerfon. 

/  -'if.  *  •  *  '  '■  -  ‘ 

Mr.  Petit  fays,  That  “  by  a  law 

of 


*  Petit.  Leg.  Attic,  t.  4.  Solonis 
‘  '  "  :  lege 
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©f  Solon,  it*  was  in  the  choice  o  £ 
him  who  had  taken  an  Adulterer* 
to  do  with  him  as  he  thought 
proper.  Thefe  are  the  words  of 
the  Law ;  IF  ANY  ©NE  TAElE 
AN  ADULTERER,  HE  MAY 
DEAL  BY  HIM  ASHE  P.LEAS- 
ETH. 

t  *  '%  s~  '■  v  ;  v  .  v  < 

;  fit  p- •* -y  •  >  .  *  / 

i  -c>  •  V  ’  ?  ■  -  -  -  -i  ’  J  ■  ‘  •  ■  <  ’  •  -  Ji  ■ 

A,  Law  of  the  Wifigoths  thus 
declares,  -f*“If  any  man  forcibly 

com- 


lege  arbitrium  erat  penes  eum  qui 
adulterum  deprehendiffet,  ftatuendi  de 
adultero  quicquid  libuiffet.  Legis 
verba  ita  funt.  EAN  TiX  MOIXON 
AABH,  O,  TI  AN  EOTAHTA1 
XPH©AL 

-f  LL.  Wifig.  iii.  t.  4.  1,  Antiqua, 


\ 
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commit  adultery  on  another  man’s 
wife,  if  the  Adulterer  himfelf  who 
committed  it  have  any  lawful  Blue, 
let  only  himfelf,  without  his  effedts, 
be  delivered  up  to  the  woman’s  huf- 
band.  But  if  he  have  no  lawful 
Blue,  to  whom  his  fubftance  may 


Si  quis  uxori  alienae  adulterium  in- 
tulerit  violenter,  fi  ipfe  adulter  filios 
habens  legitirnos  talia  perpetraverit, 
ipfe  folus  abfque  rebus  addicatur  ma- 
rito  mulieris.  Si  autern  filios  legiti¬ 
rnos  non  habuerit,  quibus  facultas  fua 
deberi  legitime  pofiit,  cum  omnibus 
rebus  fuis  in  poteftatem  mariti  mulieris 
deveniat,  ut  in  ejus  poteftate  vindi- 
cta  confiftat.  Quod  fi  mulieris  fuerit 
fortaffe  confenfus,  marito  fimilis  fit 
poteftas  de  his  faciendi  quod  pla¬ 
cer. 

be 


/ 
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be  due  by  law,  let  him,  with  all 
his  effects,  be  given  into  the  hands 
of  the  woman’s  hulband,  that  the 
f^tisfaftion  may  lay  in  his  bread:. 
And  if  there  were  the  eonfent  of 
the  woman,  let  the  hufband  have 
the  like  power  of  doing  with  them 
both  whatever  he  hath  a  mind. 


CHAR 
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C  H  A  P.  V. 

ON  A  D  U  L  T  E  R  Y* 

* 

SECTI  ON  I; 

Revenge  on  private  Adulterers . 

TH  E  many  and  various  laws 
1  have  mentioned  to  have 
been  made  againft  Adulterers  could 
not  fail  to  check,  in  fome  meafure, 
their  evil  courfes.  But  very  often 
the  perfons  injured  in  fo  tender  a 
point  were  too  impatient  to  wait 
the  proceedings  of  law,  and  chofe 
to  do  themfelves  juftice. 


There 


[  #1  ] 

There  is  in  the  Nodtes  Atticas  cf 
A  ulus  Gellius  the  following  iiory. 
*  “  M.,  Varro,  a  man  of  much  cre¬ 
dit  for  learning,  and  grave  in  his 
deportment,  fays,  that  Salluft  was 
taken  in  Adultery  by  Annins  Milo, 

^  r~‘~  ■>'f  <*  ' —  •  (  .  . 

and  well  beaten  with  thongs,,  and 
difmifled  on  paying  a  fum  of  mo¬ 
ney.” 

-J-  Valerius  Maximus  gives,  (as 


*  Cell.  No<5b  Att.  xvii.  18.  M. 
Varro  in  litteris  atque  vita  fide  homo 
multa  et  gravis.  C.  Salluftium  in  adui- 
terio  deprenfum  ab  Annio  Milone 
bene  cad'um  dicit,  et  quum  dedifiet 
pecuniam,  dimififum. 

Val.  Max.  vi,  c.  i.  §  rj,  Sed  ut. 


'  [  i6a  ] 

he  tells  us)  a  fliort  account  of  fom,e 
"Romans,  who  in  revenge  for  the 
wrong  done  to  their  bed,  made  ufe 
of  their  own  private  refentment  in- 

JL 

'ftead  of  the  public  law.  Sempro- 

* 

nius  Mufca  beat  with  fco urges  C, 
Gallius,  whom  he  caught  in  Adul¬ 
tery  with  his  wife. - C.  Mem- 

mius  beat  with  cords  L.  Octavius, 


eos  quoque  qui  in  vindicanda  pudi- 
citia  dolore  fuo  pro  publica  lege  ufi 
ftint,  ftriftim  percurram  Sempronius 
Mufca  C.  Gallium  deprehenfnm  in 
adulterio  flagellis  cecidit.  C.  Mem- 
mius  L.  Oftavium  fimiliter  deprehen- 
fum  nervis  contudit :  Carbo  Accienus 

•  ■  ■  tf 

a  Vibieno,  item  Pontius  a  P.  Cer- 
nio  deprehenfi  caftrati  funt.  Quibus 
irte  fuse  indulfiffe  fraudi  non  fuit. 

-  ■  •  whom 
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whom  he  caught  in  the  like  man* 

ner. - -Carbo  Accienus,  who  was 

caught  by  Vibienus,  .and  Pontius 
by  P.  Cernius,  were  emafculated. 
And  all  thefe  came  to  no  trouble 
for  having  indulged  their  paffion. 

0-  Cv  ?  V  j.  ->i  ■  *  f  {  *'  ‘  > 

A  little  after  he  relates  a  ftory  of 
a  foreigner  worthy  cur  notice.'* 
**  The  army  of  the  Gallo-Greci- 


*  lb.  extern,  a.  Exercitu  et  copijs 
Gallograscorum  a  Cn.  Manila  con¬ 
fute  in  Olympo  monte  ex  parte  de- 
letis,  ex  parte  captis,  Oriagontis  re- 
guli  uxor  rniraa  pulchritudinis,  a  cen- 
turione,  cui  cuftodienda  tradita  erat, 
ftuprum  pari  coacta.  Poftquam  ven- 
tum  eft  in  eum  locum  in  quepi  con- 
fulis  juflii  Centurio  miffo  nuntio,  ne* 

c  diaries 
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ans  being  partly  cut  off,  and  partly 
taken  by  C.  Manlius,  the  eonfui, 
ob  Mount  Olympus,  a  woman  of 
admirable  beauty,  the  wife  of  OrL- 
agontes,  a  petty  king,  was  forced 
to  fuffer  Adultery  by  a  centurion, 
to  whole  cuflody  Ihe  was  commit- 
ted.  After  they  came'  to:  the  place 
whither,  by  the  conful’s  order,  the 
centurion  had  directed  the  wo- 


ceflarios  mulieris  pretium,  quo  earn 
redimerent,  afferre  jufferat,  aurum  ex- 
pendente  centurione,  et  in  ejus  porr- 
dus  animo  oculifque  intento,  Gallograe- 
cis  lingua  gentis  fuse  imperavit,  ut 
eum  occiderent4  InterfedU  deinde  ca¬ 
put  abfcifium  manibus  retinens  ad 
eonjugem  venit ;  abjedtoque  ante  pe¬ 
des  ejus  &  injuriae-  &  ultionis  fuse  or- 
dincm  expofuk, 
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man's  relations  to  bring  a  ranforft 
for  her;  while  the  centurion  was 
counting  the  money,  with  his  eyes 
and  thoughts  fixt  on  the  weight  of 
it,  fhe  bad  the  Gallo- Grecians, 
in  their  country  language,  to  flay 
him.  Then  fhe  came  to  her  huG 
band,  holding  in  her  hands  the 

head  of  the  flain  that  was  cut 
off,  and  havins  thrown  it  down 
before  his  feet,  declared  the  pro- 
cefs  of  her  injury  and  revenge.” 

••  '  ri.X.  ~  ' 

S  E  C  T  I  O  N  II. 

Examples  from  the  Poets. 

Nr  O  R  are  the  poets  filent  in 
this  particular.  Horace,  by 
way  of  prophecy,  afcertains  the 
death  of  Paris  for  his  adultery. 

*  Though 


I  \ 
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*'  *  "  f»- 

*  Though  you  efcape  the  noife  of  fight, 

;  «  I  .  *  v 

Nor  Ajax  can  o’ertake  thy  flight, 

Yet  lhalt  tliou,  infamous  through  lull, 

Soil  thofh  adult’rous  hairs  in  dull. 

Francis® 

.  ‘  ri 

Martial  warns  a  youth  who  took 
liberties  with  another  man’s  wife, 
prefuming  upon  the  edid  of  Do- 
mitian  againil  caflration ;  and  in¬ 
timates,  that  a  hufband,  flung  with 
jealouly,  would  fhew  but  little  re¬ 
gard  to  Edids. 


*  Vi  tab  is  flrepitumque,  et  celerem  fequi 
.Ajacem,  tamen  heu  !  ferns  adulteros 
Crines  pulvere  collines. 

Ho® ,  1.  Od»  1 5*  v.  iB» 


#  Hyllus 
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I 


*  Hyllas,  you  kifs  an  armed  tribune’s  wife* * 
Nor  dreed  the  futdre  vengeance  of  his  knife. 
Wo  to  thee,  {tripling !  thou’lt  be  caftrated* 
While  thus  you  wanton  in  another’s  bed. 
You’ll  fay  the  knife’s  illegal,  it  may  kill : 

Pray  is  it  legal  to  do  what  you  will  ? 

Horace  again,  in  order  to  pet— 
fuade  men  not  to  commit  this 
crime,  fpeaks  in  the  following 
manner  ; 

&  *  ^ 


*  Uxorem  armati  . ,  .  ,  .  puer  Hylle,  tribuni, 
Supplicium  fa&i,  nec  puer  Hylie,  times, 

Vx  tibi !  dum  ludis,  caftrabere  :  jam  mihi  dices. 
Non  licet  hoc  :  Quid  ?  tu  quod  facis,  Hylle,  licet  ? 

Mart*  ad  Hyllum  ii.  60, 


*  All 
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*  All  ye  that  wifh  fome  dire  mifhapmay  wait 
Tli’  adult’rous  tribe,  attend  while  I  relate 
What  dangers  and  difaflers  they  fuftain ; 

How  few  their  pleafures,  and  how  mixt  VvitJi 
pain® 

A  defp’rate  leap  one  wretched  caitiff  tries i 
Torn  by  the  flagrant  lafh  another  dies  ;  1 

i  ■  =  . *  i  ■  -  -  -  *• . 

A 

Audire  eft  opens  pretlum  procedere  retfte 
Qui  mcechis  non  vultis,  ut  omni  parte  laboreht  7 
Utque  Sills  multo  corrupts  dolore  voluptas, 

Atque  hfec  rare,  eadat  dura  inter  faepe  pericla. 

Hie  ie  praecipitem  tecto  dedit  j  ille  ftagellb 
Ad  mortem  caefus ;  fugiens  hie  decidit  acrem 
Praedonum  in  tur bam  $  dedit  hie  pro  corpOre  nummes 
Hu-nc  pneminxerunt  calones,  quin  etiam  illud 
Accidit  ut  cuidam  teftes  caudamque  falacem 
Demeret  ferrum* 

Hqr.  I,  Sat,  Z.  v. 


Some 
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Some  are  by  robbers  plunder’d,  as  they  fly;^ 
Others  with  gold  a  wretched  fafety  buy  ;  [ 

r 

On  others  fcullions  throw  their  chamber-  f 

• 

lye. 

Nor  feldom  do  they  feel  with  keener  fmart 
The  hu  (band's  vengeance  on  th’  offending 
part.” 

Francis. 

And  Juvenal  delivers  himfelf  in 
much  the  fame  (train,  when  he 
expofes  a  mother’s  folly  in  priding 
herfelf  on  her  fon’s  beauty ; 

*  Adult’rers  are  with  dangers  round  befet ; 
Born  under  Mars,  they  can’t  efcape  the  net ; 

And 


*  Fiet  adulter 

Fublicus,  et  pan  as  metuet  quafeunque  maritus* 

Exigit 


I 


And  from  revengeful  hufbands  oft  have  tried 
Worfe  handling  than  feverell  laws  provide® 
'One  Habs,  one  {ladies,  Sic.*9 


BRYDBNcr 


Virgil  gives  us  a  frightful  image 


of  an  adulterer’s  fufferings  in  the 


Deiphobus,  who  after 

> 

the  death  of  Paris  had  taken  t» 


his  bed  Helen  the  wife  of  Mene- 
laus.  He  luppofes  that  Eneas  met 
Deiphobus  in  the  fhades  below* 


£xigit  Iratus  :  nec  erit  felicior  aftro 
Mart  is,  ut  in  laqueos  nunquafn  incidat :  exigit  autcm 
I*terdum  ille  dolor,  plus  quam  lex  nlla  dolori 
Ccnceffit  j  necat  hie  ferro,  fee  at  ilk  cruentis 
Verberibue,  &c. 


•  l  ’7*  1 

and  in  the  condition  wherein  he 
died. 

i  :  •,  •  •• 

*  Here  Priam’s  Ton,  Deiphobus,  he  found, 
Whofe  face  and  limbs  were  one  continued 
wound. 

Difhoneft,  with  lopped  arms,  the  youth  appears* 

Spoil’d  of  his  nofe,  and  fhorten’d  of  his  ears* 

* 

Dryj>en« 

'  ■  /-  %. 

' '  '  '  -  -  ■  I  II  II  ■  ■■II.II.IM . .  |  ) 

*  Atque  hie  Priamidem  laniatum  corpore  toto 
Deiphobum  videt,  et  lacerum  crudeli'ter  ora, 

Ora,  manufque  ambas,  populataque  tempora  raptis, 
A'uribus,  et  truncas  inhonefto  vulnere  nares, 

ViROe  /En,  71,494. 


S  E  C- 
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SECTION  III. 

Revenges  on  Sovereigns. 

'  .  '  '  4  -  ■  4  -si  - 

o 4  i  f  ■  >  ;  ,•  -  * 

BUT  it  fometimes  happened 
that  offenders  of  this  fort, 
though  they  were  not  only  above 
the  reach  of  the  law,  but  one  thouid 
have  thought  even  above  private 
revenge,  were  overtaken  by  it. 

Thus, 

v  ,  '  r_  v  1 

■  \  %  ^  r  /  *'  ?: 

*  Molurus  was  ilain  by  Hvettus. 


*Paufan.  de  Boeot.  Han.  1613,  Ylctoa 

TGV  Q C^yOUSl'QV  Cxat^ieVQVTOC  Ios  Ct(p'l~ 

xstg  AoyGS)  (peuyoov  too  MoAv.o'd 

(fGVOO  Td  APiG-^CtVTOSy  GVTLl'GC  CtTTtXTC-iVzY 

f.7Ti  yvyxixi  ?Acl'v  yocv&j n, 

wh# 
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who  found  him  in  an  unlawful 
commerce  with  his  wife. 

*  Nero  was  beaten  aimed  to 
death  by  a  fenator,  for  being  too 
familiar  with  his  wife  in  a  mid¬ 
night  frolic  about  the  ilreets. — ■ 
•f*  And  Vidorinus  was  killed  by  a 
public  notary  whofe  wife  he  had 
debauched. 

But  the  revenge  of  Maximus 


*  Suet.  Ner.  c.  26.  A  quovis  lath 
davio  enjus  uxorem  attredaverat,  pro« 
pe  ad  necem  crefus. 


+  Trib.  Poll.  Var.  ii.  p.  265.  A 
quodam  actuario  cujus  uxorem  flu- 


praverat,  percuilus. 


I 


on 
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,,  *  it 

on  Valentinian  was  very  extraor¬ 
dinary.  *  Maximus  was  a  fenator, 

and 

SJr— ,  .  „  glJ,  „  —  ,  ■  *— ■  ■■  ■  "  ,  ,,  ».  MO  ujt 

■*  •  ■  .  s  .  4  .  ‘  \  .  y  / 

*  Procop.  de  bell.  Vandal,  i.  Inter 
Senatores  erat  Maximus,  domo  Ro- 
manus.  Erat  ei  uxor  cordata  non 
minus  quam  forma  excellenti :  cujus 
cupidine  fiagrans  Valentinianus,  nec 
facile  potiundte  vi'am  reperiens,  rem 
fceleratam  excogitavit  effecitque.  Cum 
Maximo  in  palatium  advocato  alea 
ludens,  viftor,  pecuniae,  de  qua  cer- 
tabatur  pignus  annulum  ab  eo  ac- 
cepit ;  cum  clam  mittit  ad  ipfius  ux- 
orem,  ut  lignum  a  viro  miffum,  quo 
confpefto  non  moraretur  venire  falu- 
tatum  Auguftam  Eudoxiam.  Ilia  con- 

w  V 

fpedlo  annulo  nihil  addubitans  quin  a 
viro  ea  mandata  venirent,  ledlica  de- 
ferri  fe  jubet :  fed  ubi  in  aulam  ve- 
nerat,  ab  hominibus  in  id  difpofitis 

in 
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and  by  family  a  Roman.  He  had  a 
wife  as  difcreet  as  (lie  was  beauti¬ 
ful  :  with  the  love  of  whom  Va- 
lentian  being  inflamed,  but  not 
eafily  finding  an  opportunity  of 
enjoying  her,  contrived  and  put  in 
execution  a  wicked  device. 

\mtS4g***+0mmi*i"***m**,*"ftm^*  i.m  Mnaii  ■ ~  i  m  i  mi, 

in  conclave  abducitur,  quod  a  muli- 
erum  habitaculo  longe  fatis  aberat. 
.Quo  veniens  Valentmianus  ftuprumei 
vi  infert.  Poll  acceptam  injuriam,  do- 
mum  viri  reverfa,  lachrymis,  omni- 
bufque  fignis,  dolorem  teftans  animi, 
dira  precatur  Maximo,  ut  qui  tanto 
malo  caufam  dediflet.  His  graviter 
eommotus  et  ipfe  in  Imperatoris  exi- 
tiurn  intendit  animum. — Pofl  id  Im- 
peratorem  interemit  Maximus,  fibi- 
que  et  imperium  cepit. 

I  4 


Playing 


Playing  at  dice  with  Maximus, 
whom  he  had  called  to  the  palace, 
and  being  the  winner,  he  took  of 
him  a  ring  for  a  pledge  of  the 
money  they  played  for.  This  he 
fent  privately  to  his  wife,  as  a 
token  that  at  the  fight  of  it  the 
mufl  not  delay  coming  to  pay  a 
vifit  to  the  emprefs  Eudoxia.  She 
having  feen  the  ring,  nothing 
doubting:  but  that  thofe  orders 

O 

came  from  her  hujhand,  had  her- 
felf  conveyed  thither  in  a  fedan. 
But  when  the  entered  the  hall,  fhe 
was  carried  off  by  men,  potted  for 
that  purpofe,  into  a  chamber  far 
enough  from  the  womens  apart¬ 
ment.  Thither  Valentinian  went, 
and  committed  a  rape,  upon  her. 

After 
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After  receiving  this  outrage,  being 
returned  to  her  hufband’s  houfe, 
teftifying  by  tears  and  ail  other 
marks  the  anguifh  of  her  foul,  fhe 
poured  out  curfes  on  Maximus,  as 
he  who  had  given  occafion  for  jfo 
great  an  offence.  He  too  being 
deeply  affedled  with  it,  refolved  on 
the  Emperor’s  deftrudion. - Af¬ 

terwards  Maximus  flew  the  Em¬ 
peror,  and  took  the  empire  into  his 
own  hands. 

..  -  i  • 

But  according  to  the  fentiments 
of  my  Lord  Rcchefter,  this  was 
not  fufficient  amends  for  the  injury 
done  to  his  wife,  and  his  friend 
iLtius,  For  at  the  dole  of  his 

1 5  tragedy 


t 

tragedy  of  Valentinian,  he  makes 
him  thus  harangue  the  foldiers ; 

Lead  me  to  death  or  empire,  which  youpleafe* 
For  both  are  equal  to  a  ruin’d  man. 

But,  fellow  foldiers,  if  ye  are  my  friends, 

i  . 

Bring  me  to  death,,  that  I  may  there  find  peaces 
Since  empire  is  too  poor  to  make  amends 
For  half  the  Ioffes  I -have  undergone*; 

A  true  friend,  and  a  tender  faithful  wife,. 

The  two  bled  miracles  of  human  life. 

Go  now  and  feeknew  worlds  to  add  to- this ; 
Search  heaven  for  bleifings  to  enrich  the  gift  5, 
Bring  power  andpleafure  on  the  wings  offame;; 

And  heap  this  treafure  upon  Maximus ; 

You’ll  make  a  great  man,  not  a  happy  one. 
Sorrows  fo  jufl  as  mine  mud  never  end, 

r 

For  my  love  ravifh’d,  and  my  murder’d  friend. 

Rochester’s  Valentinian. 


SEC- 
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SECTION  IV. 

Recourfe  to  Harlots. 

H  E  S  E  and  fueh-like  were- 
-*•  the  revenges  taken  on  Adul¬ 
terers.  And  though  fome  might 
■have  efcaped  them,  yet  the  fear 
they  might  not,  muff  have  with¬ 
held  many  coniiderate  perfons 
from  committing  fo  great  a  vil¬ 
lainy.  Horace  introduces  one  Phi- 
lodemus  refolving  to  coniine  his 
amours  to  a  fingle  woman ; 

#Then  I’ll  fear  nothing,  for  no  harm  will  come  ; 
No  jealous  hufband  is  returning  home  ; 

His 


*  Nec  vereor  ne  dum  ,  ,  ,  ,  ,  vir  rure  recurrat  5 
Jafuta  frangatur  5  latret  canis  5  undique  magno 

I  6  P*j!a 
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His  doors  broke  ope;  by  dogs  thefervants  rais’d ; 
While  fiie,  poor  wretch  !  darts  from  mine  arms 
amaz’d. 

And  with  a  guilty  fiiriek,  cries,  I’nt  undone.! 
Oh  !  now  I’m  caught,  and  all  my  jointure’s 

gone  ! 

(For  that’s  the  punifhment  of  married  whores) 
While  I,  poor  guilty  rogue,,  fneak  out  of  doors. 
Unbutton’d  and  bare-foot, to  fhun  the  fhame. 
And  favemypurfe,  my  bones,  or  clfe  my  fame. 
*Tis  fad,  aik  Fabius  elfe,  to  be  furprizAL 

Creech. 

'  ■  - ■  ' 

♦ 

Pulfa  domus  ilrephu  reionetj  vas  pallida  iedo 
Defiiia.t  mulier,  miferam  fe  confcia  clamec ; 

Cruribus  haec  metuat,  dot!  dcprsnfa,  egomet  mf. 
Difcin&a  tunica  fugiendum  efr,  ac  pede  mrdo, 

Ne  nummi  pereant,  aut  pyga,  aut  denique  fama. 
JDeprendi  raiferam  eft;  Fabio  vel  judice,  vincarrr. 


Hop  ,  i,  Sat,  2.  v.  12,7. 

How- 
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However  our  Poet,  in  this  ver y 
fatire,  points  out  the  evils  men 
fall  into  by  an  illicit  commerce 
even  with  Angle  women  ; 

*  As  once  Marfaeus,  whom  a  jilting  whom. 
An  a&refs  has  undone,  and  made  him  poor, 
Methinks,  faid  he,  I  lead  a  moral  life, 

I  never  meddle  with  another’s  wife  ; 

No ;  but  with  adirefles,  and  whores - 

_  v  ■  * 

Cree  CFn 


#  Ut  quondam  Marfaeus  amator  Origmis^lJe, 

qu;  patvium  mimae  donat  fundumque,  laremque* 

♦ 

Ni)  fuerit  mi,  inquit,  cum  uxoribus  unquam  alienism 

Yetum  eft  cum  nqimis  et  cum  meretricibus - - 

Bor.  i.  Sat,  a.  v.  55, 


S  E  C- 
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SECTION  V. 

M if  chiefs  to  the  innocent  and  the 

injured . 

WERE  the  evil  confequences 
of  Adultery  to  fall  on  the 
head  of  the  Adulterer  only,  it 
would  be  no  great  matter :  but 
fometimes  they  fall  on  the  head  of 
the  innocent,  nay,  even  of  the 
injured  perfon.  Hiftory,  facred 
and  profane,  will  furnilh  us  with, 
examples  of  this  fort, 

'  •  '■  •  f  •  •  '  .  t 

y 

*  jofeph,  a  young  man,  virtu¬ 
ous  in  hirnfelf,  and  faithful  to  his 


*  Gen,  xxxix.  7,  See. 

u—  * 

matter. 
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mafter,  was  for  his  refufal  to  gra¬ 
tify  the  inclinations  of  his  maf- 
ter’s  wife,  call  into  prifon  :  and 
had  not  Providence  interfered  for 
the  prefervation  of  himfelf  and  of 

•-■■'r  ’’  \  •  •  •,  :  :  .  ’  •  v 

Ifrael,  would,  in  all  probability^ 

».  ■  r  yf  m-  - 

have  been  put  to  death. 

*  Uriah  was  guilty  of  no  other 
fault  than  of  having  a  beautiful: 
wife.  Yet  on  that  very  account 
he  was  expos’d  to  the- heat  of  the 
battle,  and  flain  by  the  order  of 

*  «r 

his  mafter,  who  had  before  taken 
her  from  him,  and  wanted  her 
wholly  to  himfelf. 


*  2  Sam.  xi.  2,  &c, 

u.  * 


'W 
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Hippolytus  not  lidening  to  his 
mother-in-law’s  felicitations  to 
commit  Adultery  and  Inceft  with 
her,  was,  through  her  means, 

j 

brought  to  an  untimely  death. 


Bellercphcn  would  not  comply 
with  the  defire  of  Sthenobcea,  the 
wife  of  Proetus,  to  break  the  laws 
of  hofpitality,  by  an  adulterous  in- 
tercourfe  with  her.  She  therefore 

,  ;  •  \  ■  ■  \i  -s  .  i  ;  ^  »  r* 

accufed  him  to  her  hulband  of  an 
attempt  upon  her  perfon,  and  had 
him  expofed  to  great  trials  which 
he  narrowly  efcaped. 

Ovid  makes  Hippolytus  tell  his 
own  flory  in  thefe  lines. 

•  .  '*  .  ''  s'. 

Oivce 


4 


« 


■*  Once  Phaedra,  when  in  vain 
She  tempted  me  my  father’s  bed  to  ftain. 

On  me  this  fland’rous  accufation  threw, 

.Si-  ‘ 

That  I  would  that  which  fhe  herfelf  would  do 
Either  through  fear  of  a  difcovery> 

Or  through  a  flighted  woman’s  enmity  % 

V  r  1  ' 

My  father  drave  me  guiltfcfs  out  of  town, 

•. •-  ■*  •  . 

And  a  foe’s  curfeupon  my  head  brought  down* 


And  Apollodorus  has  thus  re¬ 
counted  the  ftory  of  Bellerophen. 


Me,  P&fiphaeia  qtiondam; 


v^nUtum  fVufh’a  patrium  tetnerare  cubiie. 

Quod  voluit,  finxit  voluble,  et  crimine  verib, 
Tudicijne  metu  magis,  ofienfave  repulibs 
Arguit  $  immeritumque  pater  projecit  ah  urh&- 
Hoftilique  caput  prece  deteftatur  euntis* 


Qyxn  Met.  tv.  Fab.  45*. 

kJ  v  i  aC 
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Be‘llerophon*,the  ion  of  Glaucus* 
coming  to  Proetus,  in  Argos,  his 
wife  Sthenoboea,  fell  in  love  with 
him,  and  made  him  overtures  of 
copulation.  But  he  refilling  it, 

{he  told  Prostus  that  Bellerophoij 

'  ) 

had  tampered  with  her  to  debauch 

her. 


*  Apollod,  ii.  TjefaegotpovTMQ  ThctvxQ 
'Agyot  7 rpo$  IIooltop  ehSroov  dvrd 
yvvri  'XS’eve^oict  spootcl  tyft)  ^  7rg07rifA7r£i 
A oyds  7rSPt  (jrvvdcrlxs*  t5  S  l  aTrccpvByivB 
A iyc-i  7TfOS  ilpCLTOV ,  CT L  B^AAg^O^PT^ 

dvTtl  7 re  pi  (pSrooas  TrgQG'ZTrty^ocTo  A  o- 


y&$.  llponog  rurL~euG‘cc$  e^oxev  ei r;- 

CLVTOO  ? TOO?  loSotTHV  TQV  TTcvStB^GV 


7i ofjJ.Gfr v  tv  cas  ereyeygccTTTQ  Br/A epo~ 
(povTW  a'ZFQXT&veiy*  lo^drris  d'e  ziriyv'd ?3 
IttztqPjv  dvTt’\  jilyaioav  KT&vaj* 


[  1*7  1 


her.  Proetus  believing  it  gave  him 
a  letter  to  carry  to  lobates,  his 
wife’s  father,  wherein  it  was  writ¬ 
ten  to  put  Bellerophon  to  death, 
lobates  having  receiv’d  it,  order’d 
him  to  kill  the  Chimsera,  think* 
ing  he  would  be  deilroy’d  by  the 
monfter,  &c.”  .  „ 

-  -  •  « 

But  Juvenal  hints  at  the  cafes 

of  both  the  laft  Heroes  in  virtue, 
when  he  argues  with  a  Mother, 
whom  he  fuppofes  to  affert,  that 
a  chafte  young  man  runs  no  hazard 
from  his  perfon. 


voul?oov  duTov  C'wo  r a  Srr,/Ha  Jiatpaw- 

c&a!rixt}  &c„ 

Did 


*  tMii;  TXOt.coli  the  modei!  youth  Ms  life, 

^  -»e  'h unti  a  ta  era braces  of  h\s  father's  wife  * 

% 

And  was  not  t'other  ihip'ino  foc'd  to  f\\ 

W  :-o  coldly  d;d  his  patron's  cuern  dorv  , 

A n J  p!e r. d c d  \ aov 5  c f  h 0 1  y ita Hty  ' 

The  ladies  chs-g*d  them  home.  ntiu  turn’d  the 


; 

;( 

V.'ith  ill  tin  c  they  rcdd'ned.  snd  with  fpirr 
grew  pale. 

*T:o  dang’rous  to  deny  the  longing  dame. 

Her  h at! ed’s  fierce f;  when  i purr'd  on  bv  ihanc. 

D  *  V  O  R  x  . 


*  Quhl  rrat.  It  <>', 

* 

*hor.  svto  *;avc\rrvv.vd:uni  *'  cv  hi  ^.h’orcolcrai * 

*  *  *  ^  4  "  4 

'.  'h«  h  a.vv;:'i'  h.ec,  ecu  :Vh  u:*o.  tern/.*  , 

N.c  Sthcnobcra  m  '.us  ou.un  Co  : .;  cxcunOo.u,  et  th 
t’  >  a ; n ‘.Terr  a m "  00 .  M u ' :  a r  . ur \ :  :  \ . n .1  u  \ e  C h 
Cuai  rUnvalos  cch>  u;:wvn  ~v  no  vet. 

}  Sat.  t.  \,  514. 

Oar 
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Our  Poet  goes  on  and  defcribes 
the  fatal  dilemma  of  Silius,  whom 
Meffalina,  the  Emperor  Clau¬ 
dius’s  wife,  refolv’d  to  marry ; 

*  "Now  Silius  wants  thy  counfel,  give  advice: 
Wed  Csefar’s  wife,  or  die ;  the  choice  is  nice. 

Her 

4  '  ;  , 

Mjnmt  ' *”rn  -  — -  — — - ■—  1  “  ■  ■  - . —  -  -  ^ 

*  EJige  quidnam 

buadendum  effe  putes,  cui  nubere  Caefaris  trxor 
Deftinat  :  optimus  hie  et  formofifiimus  idem 
Gentis  Patricias  rapitur  mifer  extinguendus; 
Meffalinae  oculis. 

Quid  pjiaceat,  die  : 

Ni  parere  vclis,  pereundum  eft  ante  lucerpas  : 

,  *  t 

Si  fcclus  admittas,  dabitur  mora  parvula,  dym  res 
N'ota  urbi  et  populo,  contingat  principis  a  lire  s. 
Dcdecus  i lie  domus  feiet  ultimas ;  interea  tu 
Obfequere  imperio,  fi  tanti  eft  vita  dierura 


Pau» 


[  *9°  ] 

Her  comet-eyes  fhe  darts  on  ev’ry  grace* 
And  takes  a  fatal  liking  to  his  face. 

In  this  moot  cafe  your  judgment :  to  refufe 

>* 

Is  prefent  death,  befides  the  night  you  lo fe. 

If  you  confent,  ’tis  hardly  worth  your  pain, 
A  day  or  two  of  anxious  life  you  gain  : 

Till  loud  reports  through  all  the  town  have  paft, 
And  reach  the  prince,  for  cuckolds  hear  the  iafh 
Indulge  thy  pleafure,  youth,  and  take  thy 
fwing, 

For  not  to  take,  is  hut  the  felf-iame  thirty. 
Inevitable  death  before  thee  lies; 

But  looks  more  kindly  through  a  lady’s  eyes, 

Dryden* 

To  thefe  examples  I  {hall  hers 

Fau corum:  quicquid  melius  leviufque  putaris, 
Fr-xbenda  eft  gladio  pulchra  haec  et  Candida  cervix* 

Jvv»  Sat.  x.  v.  329* 

f 

fubjoin- 
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fubjoin  another  which  happen’d 
in  the  reign  of  James  the  firft,  re¬ 
lated  by  Wilfon  a  cotemporary 
hiftorian. 

Sir  Thomas  Overbury  was  not 
only  the  Couniellor  of  Carr  Vif- 
count  Rochefter,  the  King’s  Fa¬ 
vourite,  but  was  the  mailer  of  his 
fecrets.  However  he  oppos’d  Carr’s 
intentions  of  marriage  with  the 
Countefs  ofElfex,  as  an  infamous 
adlion  while  her  huiband  was  liv¬ 
ing,  from  whom  Hie  had  been  di¬ 
vorc’d  through  a  falfe  pretence 
of  impotency.  This  enrag’d  Carr, 


*  Wilfon.  Life  of  James  the  firft. 

and 


*[  I9;2  ] 

and  drew  on  Over  bury  all  the 
malice  of  an  exaiperated  woman. 
A  plot  therefore  was  laid  to  de- 
ftroy  him.  By  Carr’s  public  re- 
commendation  of  him  to  the  King; 

O 

•*  -  '  ...  v_  ■  •  .  it/ 

he  was  appointed  an  ambaflador  : 
which  office  he  had  been  advifed 

■  '  v  **•  ■ 

to  accept,  and  was  afterwards 
preiTed  by  his  Patron  to  refufe. 
This  was  done;  but  Carr  incenfed 
the  King  againft  Over  bury  for 
this  very  refufal :  which  open’d 
a  way  for  him  to  the  Tower,  a 
place  of  privacy,  and  proper  for  the 
practice  of  poifon  :  which  was  at 
laid  compleated  by  the  means  of 
Mrs.  Turner  and  her  accompli- 
ces,  and  with  the  privity  of  Sir 

Jervis 


I 
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Jervis  Ellowls,  Warden  of  the 

- j 

Tower.” 

.....  ■  v  *j>  •  ;  ■  •  '  . 

Befides  thefe  feveral  examples 
which  have  been  common  to  all 
ages,  it  affords  matter  of  no  fmall 
concern  to  reflect,  that  number- 
lefs  have  been  the  deaths  of  huf- 

bands  by  the  hands  of  Adulterers, 
fince  duelling  came  into  fafliion. 
It  is  certainly  a  moll  egregious 
folly  in  a  man  thus  injur’d  to  put 
his  life  upon  an  equal  lay  with 
the  villain’s  who  has  injur’d  him, 
p.nd  to  give  him  an  opportunity  of 

injuring  him  a  fecond  time.  The 

« 

bell  plea  he  can  make,  is,  that  the 
law  has  not  provided  a  fatisfadtion 

K  pro- 


[  * 1 94  ] | 

proportionate  to  the  injury ;  fo 
that  he  is  under  a  neceflity  of  de* 

J  *  i..  Z  .. 

manding  it  himfelf,  to  the  hazard 
of  his  own  perfon.  However  weak 
this  plea  may  be,  yet  what  a  pity 
is  it  that  many  a  brave  man  fhall 
be  loft  to  a  nation  through  a 

O 

pundtilio  of  honour,  from  a  defedh 
of  the  law  in  this  particular  ! 


SECTION  VL 

Mi  j chief  to  whole  Nations. 

!  7*  ROM  what  has  been  faid 
A  hitherto  in  this  Chapter,  we 
may  perceive  how  extenftve  the 
mifchief  is  of  this  diabolical  crime. 

It 


It  reaches  riot  only  him  who  com- 
mits  it,  bat  alfo  him  who  refufes  to 
commit  it ;  and  him  who  advifes 
not  to  commit  it  5  and  him  towhofe 
wrong  it  has  been  committed. 
But  it  did  not  always  flop  at  in¬ 
dividuals  :  it  was  fometimes  tranf- 
fer’d  to  whole  Nations,  as  Ho¬ 
race  obferves  : 

#  The  woes. 

Which  various  and  unnumber’d  rofe 


^  Hoc  fonte  derivata  clades 

In  patriam  populumque  fluxit* 

Hor,  iii,  Odi  6.  v.  ig3 

K  2  From 
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-  .  .  i 

•* *  V  r~  i-  •  x 

From  this  polluted  fountain-head, 

O’er  Rome  and  o’er  the  nations  fpread. 

Francis* 

*  We  have  an  account  from 
Homer,  who  is  reputed  to  be  the 
earlieft  Heathen  writer  extant,  that 
Adultery  was  the  caufe  of  a  long- 
continued  war  between  the  Gre¬ 
cians  and  Trojans,  which  ended 
in  the  deftruftion  of  Priam,  his 
Family,  and  his  Kingdom.  Ho¬ 
race,  the  Poet  juft  now  quoted, 
ipeaks  of  this  cataftrophe  in  a 
prophetic  ft  rain,  applying  him- 
felf  to  Paris,  as  it  were  in  the 
perfon  of  Nereus. 


f. 


*  Horn.  Iliad. 

XT'  V,  '• 


*  Thou 


!  -i 


[  >97  ] 


I  ' 


m  Thou  carried  heme 

Thine  own,  falfe  youth,  and  country’s  doom 
Whom  Greeks  fhall  fetch  again 
With  all  their  force  ;  and  all  combine 
To  break  that  wicked  match  of  thine, 

'v-  •  '  V 

And  Priam’s  ancient  reign.” 

Creech* 

And  again, 


t  **  Achillea9  fleet  with  long  delay 
y engcful  protraCts  the  fatal  day  : 

But 


*  Mala  duels  avi  domum, 

Quatn  mutto  repetet  Graecia  miHte, 

Conjurata  tuas  rumpere  nuptias* 

Et  regnum,  Priami  vetus. 

Hor,  r.  Od,  15.  v. 
Iracunda  diem  proferet  Ilio, 

Matronift)ue  Phrygum  claflis  AchiUet, 

K3  Per 
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But  when  ten  rolling  years  expire, 

^  it 

Thy  Troy  fhali  blaze  in  Grecian  fire/f 

.  Francis. 

This  crime  occalioned  a  great 
Revolution  in  the  Roman  State. 

.  «•  ,  , ,  f  •_  ^ 

The  Story  is  fo  interefling  in  this 
libidinous  Age  and  Nation,  that  I 
hope  the  Reader  will  excufe  its 
length,  ■*  **  Sextus  Tarquinius  was 

poflefs’d 


Per  certas  hyemes  nret  Achaisus 
Ignis  Iliacas  domos. 

♦ 

Hor»  i.  Od.  15.  v.  33» 

*  Liv.  i.  57.  Sextum  Tarquinium 
mala  libido  Lucretiae  per  vim  ftu- 
prand$  cepit.  Turn  forma  turn  fpec» 
tata  caftitas  incitat—dnfcio  Collatino 

cunt 


L  *99  ] 

poffefs’d  with  an  evil  defire  of  ra- 

'  ..  ...  * 

Lucretia.  Both  her  beau¬ 
ty  and  her  approv’d  virtue  fpurrd 

him  on. — -Unknown  to  Collatinus, 

1  ,  ... 

H  \  .  a  •  •;  • ,  f  i  v  ;  -t  ■  '  . 

with  one  attendant  he  came  to 


Collatium  :  where  being  kindly 
j  entertain’d  by  them  who  were 
ignorant  of  his  defign,  when  after 

v'  >  r.'  .  *  •  0 

blip- 

&  **  *  •  -  -~i  i  i  '  .  -  ^ 

— - -  - - - -  - — 


cum  comite  uno  Collatium  venit :  ubi 
exceptus  benigne  ab  ignaris  confilij, 
quum  poft  coenam  in  hofpitale  cubi  - 

culum  dedu&us  effet,  amore  ardens, 

\ 

poftquam  fatis  omnia  tuta  circa,  fopi- 
tique  omnes  videbantur,  ftricto  gladio 
ad  dormientem  Lucretiam  venit,  liniftra 


manu  mulieris  pectore  opprefib,  Tace? 
^ucretia,  inquit,  Sextus  Tarquinius  fum  ’ 
ferrum  in  manu  eft  ;  moriere  Ji  emifcris 
vocem.  Quam  navi  da  a,  fomno,  mulier, 

hi  4  nullam 
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Supper  he  was  led  to  the  bed¬ 
chamber  fet  apart  for  Visitors,  burn- 

■  '  *  V  "  “  ‘  ; 


ing  with  luft  as  foon  as  all  things 
around  appear'd  fafe  enough,  and  all 
the  Houfe  fall  aileep,  he  came  with 


his  fword  drawn  to  Lucretia  as 

'  .  '  v  •  f-  a  .  i-  '  i  ;■  -*•'  * 

Ihe  was  deeping :  and  prefling 
down  her  ftomach  with  his  left 

hand. 


nullam  opem,  prope  mortem  immi- 
nentem  videret ;  turn  Tarquinius  fa¬ 
ted  amorem,  orare,  mifcere  precibus 
minas,  verfare  in  omnes  partes  mu- 
liebrem  animum.  Ubi  obftinatam  vi- 
debat,  et  ne  mortis  quidem  metu  in- 
clinari,  addit  ad  metum  dedecus  :  cum 
mortua  jugulatum  fervum  nudum  po- 
liturum  ait,  ut  in  fordido  adulterio  ne- 
cata  dieatur.  Quo  terrore  quum  vi- 
cilfet  obftinatam  pudicitiam  velut  viq- 

trix 


[  201  ] 


hand,  faid.  Hold  your  tongue.  Lit¬ 
er  etia,  I  am  Sextus  'Tarquinius  :  a 
[word  is  in  my  hand  ;  you  die  if 
you  cry  out .  When  the  Woman 

frightened  out  of  her  lleep  faw  no 

-  ...  -  .  .  •  t  .  - 

help,  and  death  hanging  over  her, 
then  Tarquinius  confefs’d  his  love, 

1  prayed. 


trix  libido,  profe&ufque  inde  Tar¬ 
quinius  ferox  expugnato  decore  mu- 


liebri  diet,  Lucretia  mrefta  tanto  malo, 
nuncium  Roman  eundum  ad  patrem, 
Ardeamque  ad  virum  mittit,  ut  cum 
finguiis  fidelibus  amicis  veniant :  ita 
fa<5to,  maturatoque  opus  die  ;  rem 
atrocem  incidifie.  Sp.  Lucretius  cum 
P.  Valerio  Volefi  fiiio,  Collatinus  cum 
L.  Junio  Bruto  venit,  cum  quo  forte 
Romam  rediens  ab  nuncio  uxoris  erat 


[  202  ] 

—  iv  &  ?•  >  »>■ 

prayed,  mingled  threats  with  in- 
treaties,  and  winded  every  way 

r 

her  female  heart.  When  he  found 
her  refolved,  and  not  to  be  bent 
even  by  the  fear  of  death,  to  fear 
he  added  ihame.  He  faid  he  would 
out  a  naked  Slave  with  his  throat 

cut 


conventus.  Lucretiam  fedentein  masf- 
tam  in  cubiculo  inveniunt.  Advensu 
fuorum  lachrymte  oborts  :  qusrenti- 
que  viro  fatifne  falvte  ?  Minime,  inquit, 
quid  enim  falvi  eft  mulieri  amifsd  pu- 
dicitid?  Veftigia  viri  alieni ,  Collatine, 
in  letlo  funt  tuo.  Caterum  corpus  eft 
tantum  violatum ,  animus  eft  infons.  Mors 
teftis  erit.  Sed  date  dextras  fidemque 
baud  impune  adultero  fore.  Sextus  eft 
'Tarquinius  put  koftis  pro  hofpite  prior e 

noffe 


/ 
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/  *  «,g* 

cut  by  the  ii^e  of  her  dead  body, 
that  it  might  be  reported  the  was 
kill’d  in7  bafe  adultery.  By  the 
terror  of  which,  when  victorious 
l.Hft  had  as  it  were  overcome  flub- 
born  Chaftity,  and  Tarquinius  had 
departed  thence,  proud  of  having 
fubdued  a  woman’s  honour,  Lu- 
cretia  griev’d  at  fuch  an  outrage, 
fent  a  meffenger  to  her  Father  at 

Rome, 


nodte  vi  armatus  mihi  fibique ,  fi  *yos 
vin  ejlis ,  peftiferum  hinc  abjlulit  gau- 
dium .  Dant  ordine  o  nines  fidem : 

*  ..  '  ‘  ‘  ’  '  it  ••  1  W*  X  4 

confolantur  aegram  animi,  avertendo 
noxam  ab  coaCta  in  auctoretn  delicti, 

.  .  -  \  .  ,  x  .  •  /  * . 

mentem  peccare,  non  corpus  :  et  unde 
•confilium  abfuerit,  cufpam  abefle.  Vi ?s, 

i  \  *  *  -  '  *  •  o  \  +  j  g- 
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Rome,  and  to  her  Hufband  at 

Ardea  ;  that  they  fhould  come, 
each  with  a  trufty  friend,  inti¬ 
mating  there  was  need  of  it,  and 
that  foon,  for  that  a  horrid  affair 
had  fallen  out.  Spurius  Lucretius 
came  with  Publius  V alerius  the 
ion  of  Volefus,  and  Collatinus 
with  Lucius  Junius  Brutus,  along 
with  whom  returning  to  Rome, 

he 


etfi  peccato  abfolvo,  fupplicio  non  lilero  > 

me  ulla  deinde  impudica  Lucreti <e  ex- 
rnplo  vivet.  Cultrum,  quern  fub  vefte 

abditum  habebat,  eum  in  corde  defi- 

,  «  c*'-  -  *• 

git :  prolapfaque  in  vulnus  moribund 
da  cecidit.  Conciamant  vir  pater- 

que. 

3  -  ^ 

Brutus,  illis  ludu  oceupatis,  cuL 
‘-'ti  ‘  trum. 


he  was.  met  by  his  wife's  mei» 
fenger.  They  found  Lucretra  fit¬ 
ting  in  her  chamber  forrowfiil. 
At  the  arrival  of  her  friends  (he 
burft  out  into  tears  :  and  her  huf* 
band  alking  her  if  all  was  fafe, 
the  anlwered.  No ;  for  what  can  be 
fafe  to  a  woman  who  has  loft  her. 
virtue  |  Coilatine,  the  footfteps  of 
a  ftr anger  are  in  your  bed ,  How¬ 
ever  my  body  alone  is  polluted,  my 


trum  ex  vulnere  Lucretise  extract  urn 
manantem  cruore  prre  fe  tenens,  Per 
hunc ,  inquit,  cajiijjimum  ante  regiam  in- 
jur  'tam  fanguinem  juro,  vofque ,  Dij , 
tefies  facto,  me,  ‘Tarquinium  Superbum, 
cum  feeler ata  conjuge ,  et  omni  liberorum : 
jiirpe,  ferro,  tgni,  quacunque  bine  vt 
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foul  is  fpotlefs.  Death  Jball  he  my 
witnefs.  Bat  give  me  your  hands 
and  word,  that  the  Adulterer  Jkall 
not  go  unpunifh' d.  It  was  Sextus 
Darquinius,  who,  as  an  enemy  injiead 
of  a  gueji,  by  main  force  carried 
off  hence  a  joy  fatal  to  me,  and  to 
himfelf  if  ye  be  men.  They  all  in 
order  gave  their  word ;  comforted 
her  lick  mind  j  turning  the  guilt 


fojfm,  exfequuturum  ;  nec  illos,  nec  aliutii 
quenquam  regmre  Rcm^e  paffurum.  Cul- 
trum  deinde  Collatino  tradit,  inde  Lu- 
cretio  ac  Valerio  ftupentibus  miraculo 
rei,  unde  novum  in  Bruti  pettore  in- 
genium.  "Ut  przeceptum  erat,  jurant, 
totique  ab  luflu  verfi  in  iram,  Brutum 
jam  inde  ad  expugnandum  regem  yo- 
scantem  fequuntur  ducem.. 

!  ®  .  ..  . .  .  ■  ;  j  $  l  _  v-  .■  *■ 

from 
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V  .it  ■*  *  vV 

from  her  who  was  forc’d,  on  the 
Author  of  the  crime  j  for  that  it 
is  the  foul  which  fins,  not  the 
body ;  and  where  is  no  defign, 
there  is  no  fault.  Tou,  replied 
{he,  may  look  to  it  as  to  what  he 
cleferves.  /,  though  I  clear  tnyfelf  of 
the  o fence,  do  not  releafe  myjelf 
from  the  penalty  ;  nor  Jhall  any  pol¬ 
luted  woman  henceforth  live  by  the 
example  of  Lucretia.  Then  (he 
plunged  into  her  heart  a  knife 
fhe  had  hid  under  her  garment : 
and  falling  upon  the  wound  {he 
drop’d  down  dead.  Her  hulband 
and  her  father  cried  out  together. 

•>  ■  „  .•  •.  .  *  '  •••  ‘  *  '  .  •  •  ■  -v  ■ 

:  ,  .  .  r  4  r  .  \  - 

A 

Brutus,  while  they  were  taken 
&p  with  lamentation,  holding  up 

before 
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before  him  the  knife  he  had  drawn 
from  Lucretia’s  wound,  all  wet 
with  gore,  faid.  By  this  blood  im~ 

-  -  .  •'  *  -  ■  ■  y  \-  ** 

maculate  before  the  royal  abufe  of  it, 
I  fwear,  and  you,  O  ye  Gods ,  1 
call  to  witnefs,  that  I  will  purfue 
the  proud  Tar  quin,  with  his  accurfed 
wife,  and  their  whole  race  of  chil¬ 
dren ,  by  fword  and ' fre ,  and  what¬ 
ever  power  I  can  ;  nor  will  I  fuf- 
fer  them  or  any  other  to  reign  at 

Rome.  Then  he  delivered  the  knife 

«  *  • .  .  ■  * 

to  Collatinus,  afterwards  to  Lu¬ 
cretius  and  Valerius,  who  were 
aftonifhed  at  the  ftrangenefs  of  the 
thing,  whence  this  new  fpirit  arofe 
in  the  bread:  of  Brutus.  They 
fware,  as  was  directed,  and  all  of 

them 


[  209  I 


them  being  turned  from  mourn- 

u 


ing  into  fury,  from  thence  follow¬ 
ed  Brutus  their  leader,  inviting 
them  to  drive  out  the  king.  The 

.v  -i 

*.  '  i  ....  % j,  .  -  .  '  >  -•  ‘  *  ? 

confcquence  of  all  was  that  this 


adt  of  royal  adultery  proved  the 


downfal  of  the  kingly  power  at 
Rome* 

~  "  f.  *\  ^\,  >  ,  •  .  ft  •  v  ’  .  » 


But  to  lhew  farther  how  mil- 
chievous  the  infolence  of  lull, 

\  %  4.  *  j  •  -  A  *  *■ 

even  in  the  great,  fometimes 
proves  to  whole  Nations,  I  (hall 
bring  tJvo  inftances  of  later  date, 

where  government,,  if  it  were  not 
changed  as  to  its  form,  yet  fell 
ihereby  into  the  hands  of  Gran¬ 
gers- 

•  - 

In 
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*  In  the  time  of  Roderic,  King 
'©f  Spain,  who  came  to  the  crown 
in  oppofition  to  the  Tons  of  Vitiza 
the  preceding  king,  the  diftridt 
of  Tangier  was  in  the  poffeffion  of 
Spain.  This  diftridt  had  been 
made  a  province  to  Spain  by  the 
Emperor  Conftantine,  and  conti¬ 
nued  under  the  Spaniards,  after 
they  had  expelled  the  Romans. 
Julianus  was  governor  of  it  un¬ 
der  Roderic:  but  had  been  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  intereft  of  Vitiza’s. 
fons,  who  laid  claim  to  th,e  crown 
by  the  right  of  fucceffion.  Rode- 

.6*™  nVn  . . . .  .  .  If,.,  ^ 

*  Heylin.  Cofmog.  249. 

ric 
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ric  fent  Julianus  in  an  embaflyto 
the  Moors,  and  taking  advantage 
of  his  abfence,  debauched  Cava,  his 
daughter,  fome  fay  his  wife,  upon 
the  prefumption  of  which,  chiefly, 
I  infert  this  piece  of  hiftory.  This 
treacherous  ail  raifed  fuch  indig¬ 
nation  in  Julianus,  that  having 
gained  no  fmall  credit  with  the 
Moors,  he  excited  them  to  come 
over  into  Spain.  They,  under  the 
conduit  of  Mufa  and  Tariffe,  came, 

conquered,  and  reduced  that  pro- 

•1’ 

vine©  under  the  Mahometan  em¬ 
pire. 

v  '  .*  .  f 

There  is  an  occurrence  of  the 
like  fort  mentioned  in  the  hiftory 

of 


i 
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of  Ireland.  *  Dermot  Mac  Murgfi 
one  of  the  Irifh  Pentarchie,  having 
flolen  away  the  wife  of  Rhoderic 
Conner,  king  of  Connaught,  raifed 
in  Rhoderic  a  deiire  of  revenge. 
Dermot  was  purfaed  fo  clofely  as 
to  be  obliged  to  flee  from  place 
to  place,  and  at  laft  to  quit  his 

kingdom  :  for  his  vices  had  unfet¬ 
tled  his  fubjedts  in  their  afFedtions 
towards  him.  Thus  defpairing  of 
aid  from  home,  his  laft  delibera¬ 
tions  were  to  draw  in  foreign  aid. 
Accordingly  Robert  F  itzftephen, 
with  a  competent  number  of  fol- 
diers,  landed  in  Ireland,  took  Wa* 


*  Speed,  Hilt.  p.  472.  §  47, 

terforda 
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terford-  and  facrificed  the  inhabi- 
tants  that  were  in  arms  to  the  fury 
of  Dermot.  The  event  was,  that 

I  ^  <U  ■'  '  *  -  ' 

after  the  conqueft  of  Dublin  the 
Engliih  were  eftablilhed  in  Ire¬ 
land.  ’ 


-9>- 


*UV’  / 


>  r  t  * 
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HAP.  VI. 


ON  DIVORCE* 


•  "  f.y 

FTER  all  the  punifhments 

■*  '  ■  ;.  . .  ■ 

inflicted  on  Adulterers,  even 
death  itfelf,  the  Party  injur’d  might 

.  .  !  /  --  •  -  ■  ■*  "  '■  v  h 

not  have  receiv’d  full  fatis  faction. 
For  if  the  Adulterefs  remain’d 
alive,  Ihe  might  {fill  be  falfe  to 
her  hufband’s  bed,  though  not 
with  the  firft,  yet  with  a  fecond 
and  a  third :  the  bare  apprehen- 
fion  of  which  might  create  in  him 
no  fmall  uneafinefs.  Divorce  there- 
.  2  fore 


2 
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fore  was  a  very  feafon able  remedy 
in  fuch  a  cafe. 

^  -r- l  ■■■ *  *'  '  ■  ' "  . . . 

SECTION  I. 

Its  Definition . 

Divorce  was  a  Diffolution  of 
Marriage  according  to  the, 
meaning  of  the  Ancients.  And 

....  ,  .  •  ;  ,  -i.  1  ;  i  ?  •  • 

though  Divortium  and  Repudium 
in  the  Latin  Tongue  are  ftrkffly 
fpeaking  different  in  law,  yet  they 
are  often  ufed  indifcriminately  in 
hiflory.  Stridlly  fpeaking,  *  Di¬ 
vortium  is  between  Perfons  ac- 
■  ]<■  :  tually 

■1J  i  .«  ■  II  u.'f—  i  IIH  ■  i  i  ■■utii.iutti  mriwf'ifwi  l iif  I 

*  Dig,  i.  tit.  1 6.  io i.  Divortium 

inter 

I 
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taally  married  ;  Repudium  be¬ 
tween  Perfons  only  betroth’d.  If 
the  Hufband  divorces  his  wife,  it 
is  called,  A  Putting  away ;  if  the 
wife  her  hufband,  it  is  called,  A 
Leaving. 


S  E  C  T  I  O  N  II. 

To  whom  allowed. 

AMONG  the  Jews  a  pow¬ 
er  of  divorcing  was  not  al¬ 
lowed  to  women. *  *  Salome,  the 

wife 


inter  virum  et  uXorem  fieri  dicitur. 
Repudium  vero  fponfe  remitti  vide- 
tur  :  quod  et  in  uxoris  perfonam  ab- 
furde  cadit. 

*  Jofeph.  Antiq.  Judaic,  xv.  c.  7.  § 

10. 
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wijc  of  Cdflobarus,  was  the  firft 
who  ufurped  that  power,  contrary 
to  ancient  cuftom.  Neither  would 
the  Greeks,  at  the  beginning,  al¬ 
low  it.  This  Euripides  gives  us 
a  hint  of  in  his  Medea,  whom  he 
brings  in  thus  complaining ; 

•  •  *  r*  .-i  • 

*  Of  all  that  live  and  have  a  thinking  mind. 
The  moil:  unhappy,  fure,  is  woman-kind. 

We 


10.  XpoV8  SI  Sis ^ 


.Srovr os  sjrs\  auveCw  ttiv 


Xct X'x'WW  c^ccrnoLcroci  ttqos  K o^qQclpqvj 

/  '  3  rv  '  ’  f  ^ 

'aTSfJ.TJGi  USV  ev-.ruj  UVT'j)  ygU  fJLjAOLJlOi^ 
U'uTGhvOfJ-ZVW  TOP  yOifJLOV^  8  XQLTtt  T'di 
I dSccldS  VOfJjdS* 


#  riavT’jjy  o’ocr  tq  'iu\vyji.  ml  yvy.ynv  syj;P 


r warns*  .'r/xtv  etfaivraroy  Qvrm 

Uf  .  • 
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We  buy  a  hufoand  with  an  ample  dower. 

And  to  a  tyrant  fell  our  native  power. 

But  of  this  ill  that  trial  is  the  word. 

If  in  our  choice  we  happen  to  be  curd. 

For  good  or  bad  he  mud  our  lord  remain. 
Divorce  in  women  is  a  woful  flain. 

Even  among  the  Romans,  at 
firft,  women  were  forbidden  to 
divorce  themfelves.  For  *  Romulus 

made 


A$  mpxra  fj.lv  ^jpnfxaTooy  v'&EpZ oXv 
T1q~iv  'B7placrQai9  beeriroTW  re  cwfj.aros 
AaCav.  KctJta  yap  rtA  Xr  aXyiov  xakov, 

Kay  tjuI?  ayoov  fXEyigog  v  xrtJtov  XaQetv 
H*  y  yap  evkXeh;  ai raXXayaX 

Twai^iv}  oiov  t ’avhvaa-Qai  vrociv. 

Eurip.  Medea,  v.  230. 

J  Plutarch,  in  Romulo.  "E 3-nxs  SI  xj 

7 

lfC[X0VS 
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made  a  law  f which  Flutarch  thinks 
a  very  fevere  one]  forbidding  a 
wife  to  divorce  herlelt  from  her 
hufband,  Plautus  brings  in  a  wo¬ 
man  charging  the  men  with  grois 

O  O 

* *  *  -  -^T 

partiality ; 


*  Troth,  when  compar’d  to  men  poor  women 
are, 

Under  a  law  both  cruel  and  unfair. 


r  \  7*  t\  '  /  3  * 

vcpLGUS  Tiroes  gov  a $01  oo$  fJAv  o  yv* 

'  r  a  '  ’  -s'  '  ”  r 

vantt  UY}  o  la  QVS  Ct7TQ/\ei  TTC-iV  avi  cot • 

*  i 

*  Meador  lege  dura  vivunt  mulieres 
Multoque  iniquiore,  mi  ferae  quam  viri. 

Nam  fi  vir  fcortum  duxit  clam  uxorem  fuana, 


Id  fi-refeivit  uxor,  impuna  eft  viro  : 

Uxor  viro  u  clam  egrefla  eft  foras, 

Vdro  fit  caufa,  exigitur  matrimonio. 

Plaut.  Mercat.  iv.  6. 


L  2 


A  hvlbani 


[  220  ] 

A  hulband  keeps  a  wench  ;  if  he  be  caught 
By  his  good  wife,  that  a&ion  goes  for  nought® 
If  fhe  unknown  to  him  but  hep  abroad, 

A  fuit’s  commenc’d,  divorce  muh  be  the  word* 


However  in  later  times,  elpeci- 
ally  at  Rome,  divorce  was  allow- 
able  to  women.  This  we  mav 
learn  from  a  p adage  of  Juvenal  , 

*  I  often  hopp’d  her  going” to  forfake 
Thee,  her  hrh  hufband,  and  another  take, 

To  fign  new  tables  and  the  old  ones  break. 

O 


*  Oi!0(lue  higientem  faepe  puellam 
Amplexu  rapui  5  tabulas  fregerat,  et  jam 
Slgnabatj 


Juv.  Sat.  ix.  74* 

And 
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And  from  one  of  Martial ; 

*  On  new-year’s  day.,  you,  Proculeia,  leav£ 
Your  old  man,  and  liis  own  you  bid  him  have* 

f  And  from  another  in  Plautus; 

Alem,  Farewel,  keep  your  own  goods,  re- 


iiore  me  mine. 


*  Menfe  novo  Jani,  veterem,  Proculeja,  mart  turn 
Peferis,  atquc  jubes  res  fibi  hahere  fuas. 

i 

Mart.  x«  Ep.  41, 

^  Alem.  Valeas,  tibi  habeas  res  tuas, 

Redde  mcass 

Plaut4  Amph,  iii.  2,  47, 


L  3  SEC- 
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S  E  C  T  1  O  N  III. 

Its  Method. 

MONG  the  Jews  the  mc- 


JL  JL  thod  of  the  hufband’s  di¬ 
vorcing  his  wife  was  by  giving 
her  a  bill  of  divorce  :  the  form  of 
which  bill  is  to  be  found  in  Sel- 
den’s  works,  who  has  tranilated  it 
out  of  the  original  into  Latin, 
whereof  I  fhall  give  an  abftradt. 
*  I  A7,  &c»  of  mine  own  accord. 


and 


*  Seld.  Uxor  Hebraica.  iii.  24.  Ego 
N.  &c.  ultro,  atque  ex  animi  fenten- 
tia,  et  fine  coaftione  dimitto,  relin- 
quo,  repud  io  te  N.  &c.  quas  an  tea 
ufque  in  hoc  monumentum  uxor  mea 


fuifti : 
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and  by  the  refolution  of  mine  own 
•  ■  mind,  and  without  compulsion, 
difmifs,  relinquifh,  and  divorce 
thee,  N,  &c.  who  haft  been  hi¬ 
therto  tny  wife  :  fo  that  thou  may- 

eft  be  free  •,  and  that  thou  mayeft 
have  power  to  depart,  and  to  marry 
whomfoever  thou  wilt,  &c. 

^  '  1 *  *  « 

Among  the  Romans  the  method 

of  the  hufband’s  divorcing  the  wife 
was  this,  *  Firft  feven  citizens  of 

ripe 


fuifti  :  adeo  ut  fis  libera,  et  tibi  fit 
poteftas  abeundi,  et  cuicunque  velis 
nubendi. 


*  Pitifc.  I.  ix,  if.  de  divort.  Lege 
Julia  nullum  ratum  eft,  nifi  feptem  ci- 

1. 4  vibus 
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ripe  age  were  to  be  prefent. *  *  Then 
was  pronounced  this  form  of  words. 
Take  your  own  effects  to  yourfelf. 
f  Then  the  wife  was  commanded 
to  deliver  up  the  keys  {he  received 
at  the  beginning  of  the  marriage, 
and  was  turned  out  of  doors. 


vibus  Romanis  puberibus  adhibitis 
praster  libertum  ejus  qui  divortium 
faciet. 

*  Fragm.  xii.  Tab.  §  26.  de  Jure 
privato.  Ut  fic  conjugibus  alter  al- 
teri  nuntium  mitteret,  eumque  fuas 
res  fibi  habere  juberet,  divortium  ef- 
fet. 

-f-  Vita  Sli.  Adulberti,  in  12.  Tab. 
Si  vir  ab  uxore  divortit  ei  claves  adi- 
mito. 


Part 
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Part  of  this  method  Juvenal  at- 
tefts  by  thefe  words ; 

*  Then  fliall  the  Freedman  fay. 
Go  pack  up  thy  fmall  bundles,  and  awa/* 

And  Martial  by  thefe  j 

%  Wife,  get  you  gone,  or  elfe  think  £t 
To  all  my  manners  to  fubmit* 


And  Plautus  by  thefe  in  his  Ga¬ 
fina  5 


Collige  farcinulas,  Libertus  dictt,  et  abb 


Juv.  Sat,  vh  v.  145, 


J  Uxor,  vade  foras,  aut  moribu*  utere  noftris. 

Makt.  xi.  Ep>  10  5* 


5 
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■f  Mu.  Thou  fool,  always  beware 
of  this  fpeech  from  thy  hulband. 
Cl.  What  fpeech?  Mu.  Out  of 
doors,  wife. 

The  method  of  the  wife’s  di¬ 
vorcing  herfelf  from  her  huiband 
was  in  effedt  the  fame,  as  may  be 
feen  in  the  paffagesjufl  now  quot¬ 
ed.  But  at  Athens  the  was  to  ap¬ 
pear  before  the  Archon,  and  de- 

it 

clare  her  reafons  for  it.  This  may 
be  proved  from  the  following  ftory 
in  Plutarch. 


*  Mu.  Infipiens,  Temper  tu  huic  verbo  vitato 

'  «,  T-  .ir^ 

Abs  tuo  viro.  Cjl.  Cui  yerbo  ?  Ma.  Fcras,  mulier. 

Plaut.  Cafma.  ii.  2. 

V.  ]f 

Hip- 


9  Hipparete,  the  wife  of  Alci- 
biades,  a  woman  modeft  in  herfelf, 
and  fond  of  her  hulband,  but  griev¬ 
ed,  that  during  their  marriage,  he 
kept  company  with  lewd  women, 
both  Grangers  and  citizens,  de¬ 
parted  out  of  his  houfe,  and  lived 

with  her  brother.  Alcibiades  not 

6'  ■  »  ' 

heeding  it,  but  ftill  indulging  him- 
felf,  £he  was  obliged  to  lay  writings 


*  Plat,  in  Alcibiade .  ’  Eutcoctos  ctWa 
X]  (ptAxvJ' cos  v  iTUTrafiTV 

r  5  5  5  \  /  C  \ 

d  V7T  O.VT3  7 TBPL  TQV  ycCfXOV  eTOUgOtlS 

y  i  \  \  3  3  / 

tZVCLLS  XCCl  CtyoUS  GVVGVTOS)  TYj$  OlXICtS 

ctTricvcroC}  ttpq?  tov  aJ eA(pov  go%bto.  Ta 

J'5  AA x&iol^qv  fjcr)  (pPovTiCovroS)  aAAa 
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of  divorce  before  the  Archon,  not 
by  proxy,  but  by  herfelf  in  perfon. 


The  remainder  of  this  ftory 
(though  not  altogether  to  my  pre- 
fent  purpofe)  is  fo  entertaining 
that;  I  cannot  forbear  reciting  it. 
*  While  therefore  the  appeared  go¬ 
ing  to  do  this,  according  to  law, 
Alcibiades  came  upon  her,  and 
(hatching  her  up,  went  away,  and 
brought  her  home  through  the  fo- 

*  lb.  O;  O'JV  7TCLPDV  TQVTO  'WPU^QVacC 
XOCTOC,  TGV  UOUOVj  t'zvzc'ZXSrdv  0  AA- 
>cj  avrccoTrxdcc^  ccvrm‘y  aV^A- 
Si  cbyopas  oixctSe  kqial(^ow0  f^ySe- 
vis  h'oiVTiM&nvctiy  ju.riS'  d<p>eXe£roii  toA« 
fjLVdccvros.  e jxav'i  fu.hroi^ccd  clvtpj 
reXevns. 

rum* 
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rum,  no  one  daring  to  oppofe  him, 


or  to  take  her  from  him  :  and  floe 
continued  with  him  till  her  death. 
For  we  may  fuppofe  this  ad  of 
violence  was  very  pleading  to  her: 
it  being  a  teftimony,  that  notwith- 
{landing  his  former  infidelity,  the 
was  not  fo  indifferent  to  him,  as 
the  had  imagined. 


SECTION  IV. 

A  Family  Aci. 

‘'ROM  what  has  been  ad- 


A.  vanced  hitherto,  it  is  plain 
that  divorce  wasformerly  an  ad  done 
by  the  hufband,  and  not  by  the  ma¬ 


gi  Urate  : 
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giilrate  ;  which  I  think  was  hardly 
agreeable  to  found  policy.  For  it 
was  making  the  fame  perfon  both 
judge  and  party,  in  a  caufe  of  the 
utmoft  importance,  not  only  to 
famil  ies,  but  even  to  the  fiate.  A 
ficate  is  one  great  family  made  up 
of  many  fmall  ones :  if  thefe,  by 
frequent  and  improper  divorces,  be 
diffolved,  that  muft  necefiarily  be 
weakened.  Therefore  it  is  fit  the 
public  ihould  take  cognizance  of 
divorces,  if  it  were  only  that  the 
public  may  receive  no  detriment. 

The  pretence  of  private  divorce, 
was,  I  fuppofe,  that  the  vices,  fol¬ 
lies,  blemiihes,  and  infirmities  of 
-  the  parties  concerned  might  not 

be 
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be  expofed  by  licentious  tongues 
in  a  court  of  juftice;  and  that  it 
was  a  kindnefs  done  to  the  divorc¬ 
ed  to  have  them  hidden  from  the 
world.  But  What  is  the  being  even 
juftly  expofed  to  the  being  wrong¬ 
fully  turned  out  of  doors  ?  Not  to 
mention  that  the  world  is  apt  to 
think  w'orfe  of  any  thing  if  it  be 
hidden,  than  it  appears  to  be  if  it 
be  difcovered.  A  public  trial  of¬ 
ten  clears  up  a  good  chara&er  when 
under  a  cloud,  and  feldom  rep  re¬ 
lents  a  bad  one  worfe  than  it  de- 
ferves. 


Though  divorce  was  in  a  man¬ 
ner  arbitrary,  yet  in  mod;  cafes  a 
woman  divorced  might  fue  for  her 

alimony., 
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alimony,  if  refufed  her  by  her  huf- 
band.  *  “  Romulus  allowed  a  man 
to  caff  off  his  wife  for  poifonin 
his  children  ;  or  for  counterfeitin 
his  keys ;  or  for  committing  adul¬ 
tery  :  but  if  he  put  her  away  for 
any  other  caufe,  a  part  of  his  fub- 
ftance  was  to  be  given  her.” 


*  Plutarch,  in  Romulo.  Twa.ua,  S'e 

S'iS'u;  ev.Qa.Xeiv  stt!  (paofxaxtla  rexvar, 
7i  jcA«JW  VTroQoXi),  x)  fxoi^zv^re.aav^ 
hi  J  'ah/'.o.'i  t Is  a'wo’zuifJi'^aiTOy  t >?s  balas 
olvtb  to  yiv  ms  yvvcuxos  eivai. 
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SECTION  V. 


Its  frequency . 


IVORCE,  like  Adultery, 


~S— was  at  the  beginning  of 
the  Roman  People  very  uncom¬ 
mon.  We  are  afiur’d  by  many, 
that  till  about  five  hundred  years 
after  Rome  was  built,  no  man 
prefum’d  to  divorce  his  wife,  nor 
woman  her  hufband.  But  when 
once  an  example  of  it  was  intro¬ 
duced,  then  it  rufhcd  in  like  a 
torrent.  For  afterwards  Divorces 
were  fo  frequent,  not  only  of  men, 
but  even  of  women,  that  fome- 

times  they  would  have  a  hufband 

& 


for 


[  234  1 

for  a  few  days,  and  then  marry 
another.  I  have  the  teftimony 
both  of  Juvenal  and  Martial  to 
prove  this  a  he  rt  ion.  So  Ju¬ 
venal  ; 

Thus  the  She -tyrant  reigns,  till  pleas’d 
with  change, 

Her  wild  affections  to  new  empires  range  : 
Another  SubjeCt-hufband  the  defires. 

Divorc’d  from  him  Ihe  to  the  firil  retires, 

•  *  *  t  • 


*  Imperat  ergo  viro  5  fed  mox  base  regna  relinquit, 
Fermutatque  domos,  et  flamroea  content ;  inde 
Avolat,  et  fpreti  repetit  veltigta  lecti. 

Ornatas  paula  ante  fores,  pendentia  linquit 
Vela  domus,  et  adhuc  virides  in  limine  ramos. 

Sic  crefcit  numerusj  lie  Hunt  ofto  mariti 
Quinque  per  avtumnos, 

Juv,  Sat.  vh  v.  223. 

While 


# 
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While  the  lalt  Wedding-feaft  is  fcarcely  o’er* 
And  garlands  hang  yet  green  upon  the  door. 
So  hill  the  reckoning  riles;  and  appears 
In  total  fum  eight  hufbands  in  five  years.” 

Dryden* 


And  fo  Martial  ; 

#  “  Fauilinus,  fince  the  Julian  A61  reviv’d  ; 
And  Modeily  by  law  in  houfes  liv’d  ; 
Within  the  (pace  of  thirty  days  were  led 
Ten  hufbands  gay  to  Thelefina’s  bed. 


*  Julia  lex  populis,  ex  quo,  Fauftine,  renata  eft, 

4 

Atque  intrare  domos  jufla  Pudicitia  eft, 

Aut  minus,  aut  certe  non  plus,  triceftima  lux  eft, 
Et  nubit  decimo  jam  Thelefina  viro. 

Quae  nubit  toties,  non  nubit,  adultera  lege  eft  3 
OfFendor  mcecha  limpliciore  minus. 


Mart,  vi.  Ep,  7. 
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So  oft  who  marries,  marries  not  at  all ; 

A  legal  Proftitute  we  her  may  call : 

For  of  a  Prollitute  fhe  leads  the  life  ; 

A  decent  whore  is  chafle  to  fuch  a  wife. 

That  which  render’d  this  prac¬ 
tice  more  general,  was  the  Ex- 

ample  of  the  Ladies  of  condition 
at  Rome,  and  drew  this  fevere 
Satire  upon  the  Sex.  **  *  Does 
any  woman  now  blufh  at  a  Di¬ 
vorce,  when  fome  illuftrious  and 


*  Senec.  de  Benef.  iii.  c.  16.  Nun- 
quid  jam  ulla  repudio  erubefcit,  poft- 
quam  illuftres  qusedam  ac  nobiles  fee- 
minae,  non  confulum  numero  fed  raa- 
ritorum  annos  fuos  computant  ?  et 
exeunt  matrimony  caula,  nubunt  re- 
pudij  ? 


noble 
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noble  women  compute  their  own 
years  not  by  the  number  of  Con- 
fuls,  but  of  their  hufbands  ?  and 
divorce  themfelves  for  the  fake  of 
marriage  ;  and  marry  for  the  fake 
of  divorce  ? 

Nor  were  the  men  of  fuperior 
rank  at  Rome  lefs  faulty  in  this 
particular.  For  inftance,  *  Caligu¬ 
la  not  only  made  a  fhameful  prac¬ 
tice  of  divorcing  his  own  wives, 
but  through  a  plenitude  of  power 


*  Suet.  Calig.  xxv.  Matrimonia 
contraxerit  turpius,  an  dimiferit,  an 
tenuerit,  non  eft  facile  difcernere. 

*'r  “  fent 


2 
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*j-  “  fent  a  divorce  to  fome  in  the 
name  of  their  abfent  hufbands,  and 
order’d  it  to  be  publickly  record¬ 
ed:’ 


It  was  by  no  means  to  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  Maecenas  that  he  was 
taxed  with  divorcing  the  fame  wife 
three  times,  and  three  times  tak¬ 
ing  her  back  again.  Infomuch, 
that  Seneca  writing  to  Lucilius 
faid  by  way  of  hyperbole  ;  t  Don’t 


•f  Ibid,  xxxvi.  Quibufdam  abfenti- 
um  maritorurn  nomine  repudium  ipfe 
mifit,  juflltque  in  A6ta  referri. 

J  Senec.  ad  Lucil.  Epifl.  Non  tibi 
occurret,  Hunc  effe,  qui  uxorem  mil- 
lies  duxit,  cum  unam  habuerit  ? 

4  you 


* 
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you  remember  this  is  He  who  mar¬ 
ried  a  thoufand  times ,  when  he  had 
but  one  wife  V ' 


SECTION  VI. 

Its  Caufes. 

T  F  we  take  even  but  a  flight 
it.  view  of  the  caufes  of  divorce, 
we  fhall  no  longer  wonder  at  its 
frequency. 

The  jews  put  away  their  wives 
||  for  every  caufe,  and  grounded 

this 


|j  Mat.  xix.  3, 
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this  practice  §  upon  a  faying  of 
Mofes  to  that  purpofe.  But  Chrifi, 
the  beft  Interpreter  of  the  Say¬ 
ings  of  Mofes,  alledg’d  that  this 
was  not  a  law  but  a  fufferance. *  * 
Mofes  fufferd  them  to  put  away 
their  wives  :  and  that  becaufe  of  the 
hardnefs  of  their  hearts  •,  viz.  they 
were  in  their  nature  fo  cruel,  that  if 
they  were  not  fuffer’d  to  put  away 
their  wives,  they  would  ufe  them 
ill,  and  fometimes  even  kill  them 
out  of  vexation,  for  being  confin’d 
to  them  againft  whom  they  had  tak¬ 
en  a  diflike.  This  fufferance  there- 


§  Deut.  xxiv.  i. 

*  Mat.  xix.  8.  &c. 


fore 
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not  a  pofitive  law.  Then  he  re¬ 
ferred  them  to  the  original  Con- 
trad:,  intimating  that  from  the  be¬ 
ginning  it  was  not  fo ;  and  that 
in  conference  they  ought  not  to 
put  away  their  wives  except  it  were 
for  fornication . 


SECTION  VII. 
Burrennefs , 

QPURIUS  Carvilius,  whofe 
Surname  was  Ruga,  a 
Nobleman,  was  the  firft  upon  record 

at 


J  Aul.  Gell.  Nod.  Att.  iv.  c.  3.  Spu- 

M  rius 
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at  Rome  for  divorcing  his  wife. 
He  did  it  becaufe  through  fome  bo¬ 
dily  infirmity  no  children  were 

v 

born  of  her.  He  is  laid  to  have 
lotted  her  exceedingly,  and  to  have 
held  her  mod  dear  on  account  of 
the  fweetnefs  of  her  manners. 


rius  Carvilius  cui  Ruga cognomentum 
fuit,  vir  nobilis,  divortium  cum  uxore 
fecit;  quia  liberi  ex  ea,  corporis  vi. 
do,  non  gignerentur,  anno  urbis  con- 
ditse  ioxxiii,  M.  Attilio  P,  Valerio 
Col's,  atque  is  Carvilius  traditur  ux- 
orem,  quam  dimiiit,  egregie  dilexiffe, 
cariffimamque  morum  ejus  gratia  ha- 
buifle  ;  fed  jusjurandi  religtonem  ani  . 
mo  atque  amori  praeverdtTe ;  quod 
jurare  a  cenforibus  coaclus  erat  uxorem 
i'e  liberum  quaere ndorurn  gratia  habi¬ 
tat  rum. 


but 
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but  to-  have  given  his  oath  the 
preference  to  his  love  and  eileem 

•ft 

of  her ;  for  he  had  been  obliged 
by  the  Cenfors  to  fwear  that  it 
was  for  the  fake  of  having  chil¬ 
dren,  lie  took  a  wife,”  But  this 
o.ver-fcrupuloufnefs  could  not  clear 
him  :  for  *  “  Though  he  feem’d 
t<?  a£t  from  a  fpecious  motive,  yet 
he  did  not  efcape  cenfure.  For 
men  judeed  that  even  a  deli  re  of 
children  ought  not  to  be  fet  before 
conjugal  fidelity. 

JO  * 


•*  Val,  Max.  ii.  c.  i.  §  4.  Quan- 
quarn  tolerabiii  ratione  moms  videba- 
tur,  reprehenfione  tamen  non  caruit : 
qui  nec  cupiditatem  quidem  liberorum 
conjugali  fidei  prreponi  debuiffe  ar- 
bicrabantur. 

M  2 


Indeed 
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Indeed  it  was  fomewhat  unna¬ 
tural  in  him  to  turn  away  his  be¬ 
loved  wife  for  fuch  a  caufe.  It 
Was  not  her  fault  fhe  bore  no  chil¬ 
dren,  but  her  misfortune.  Per¬ 
haps  it  was  his  fault  as  much  as, 
or  more  than  it  was  her’s. — — — 
Perhaps  it  was  not  the  fault  of 

^  V  0  ..  r  _  _  .}  i-  2 

either  of  them — — Nay  perhaps, 
had  he  patience,  fine  might  have 
borne  him  children  before  fhe  was 
pad:  child  -  bearing.  But  let  us 
fuppofe,  that  through  fome  bodily 
infirmity  con  trailed  after  mar¬ 
riage,  fine  never  could  have  borne 
-  any,  yet  as  the  having  children 
ought  not  to  be  the  only  end  of 

marriage,  the  want  of  them  alone 

was 
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was  not  a  fufficient  caufe  of  di¬ 
vorce. 


SECTION  VIH. 

«  '  1  fv  i  (  ■  >  V 


EITHER  was  morofenefs  a 
fufficient  caufe.  It  was 


not  therefore  wifely  fa  id  of  the 

■  -  .  -  ;  •* 

Emperor  Adrian,'  '*  “  That  he 

would  have  divorced  his  wife  Sa- 

*  *  \ 

bina  as  a  morofe  and  furly  wo¬ 
man,  had  he  been  a  private  man.” 


*  Alian.  Spartian.  Var.  i  jo2.  Ux- 
orem  [Sabinamj  ut  morofam  et  af- 
peram  dimilTurus,  ut  ipfe  dixit,  fi  pri- 
vatus  buffet. 

m3 
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For  even  if  a  wife’s  mcrpfenefs 
were  not  at  all  owing  to"  milbe- 
haviour  in  the  hufband  ;  or  if  fhe 
had  no  good  qualities  to  counter¬ 
balance  this  evil  one ;  yet  it  is 
in  itfelf  too  light  a  caufe  of  fo 
harth  a  proceeding  -.as  the  call¬ 
ing  oft  a  woman  for  ever,  who 
for  his  fake  had  left  her  friends 
and  relations,  and  put  herfelf  un¬ 
der  his  protection. 


*  “  The  faying  of  Varro  was 
much  wile%  which  he  utter  d  in  his 

Satire 


*  Aul.  Cell  Nod.  Att.  1.17.  Varrq 
.in  Satyra  Menippea,  quum  de  officio 
mariti  fcripfit,  Yitium,  inquit,  uxoris, 

aut 
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Satire  Menippea,  when  he  wrote 
on  the  duty  of  a  hufband  ;  The 
fault  of  a  wife,  faid  he,  is  either 
to  be  remov'd „  or  borne  •with.  He 
who  removes  the  fault ,  renders  his 
wife  more  eafy  to  him  ;  he  who  bears 
•  with  it y  renders  hirnfelf  the  bet ~ 
tcri’  .  ,  i 


.  What  Varro  taught,  Socrates 
pradiifed.  p  “  He  had,  by  report, 
~  ,  as 

i  t  .  . 

<  «  ,  .  . 

,,r,  lirrrn  <iiwir»w  ~ ~ —  ■ 

aut  tollendum  aut  ferenddm  eft  :  qui 
tollit  vitium,  uxorern  commodioreni 
praftat ;  qui  fert,  fefe  meliorem  fa- 

cit. 

f 

|  Ibid.  Xantippe  Socratis  Philofo- 
phi  uxor  morofa  admodum  fuifte  fer- 
tur,  Alcibiades  interrogavit  Socra- 

M  4  tem. 


1 248  ] 

as  morofe  a  wife  as  a  man  could' 
have.  Yet  when  Alcibiades  alked 
him  the  reafon  why  he  did  not 
put  away  fuch  a  crabbed  wife,  he 
.anfwe.r’d,  While  I  bear  with  her  at 

•  *  '  .  .x  *  «  Jr  " 

home,  I  keep  myfelf  in  exercife ,  that 
1  may  the  more  eajily  bear  with 

*  T  *  -ft  .  -•  *  .  •  i.  1  1 

others  abroad . 


rem,  qusnam  ratio  effet,  curmulierem 
tarn  acerbam  domo  non  exigeret ; 

inquit  Socrates,  jrraw  ill  am  domi 
talent  perpetior,  infuefco  et  exerceor ,  ut 
eeterorum  quoque  foris  feiulantium  et  in - 
juriam  facilius.feram. 


z. 


SEC- 


\ 


£ 
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;  '  .  /  H  ■ 

SECTION  IX» 


IT  would Ee  tedious  to  dwell  on 
every  caufe  of  divorce.  I  fhall 

'  "  v  '  °  -  5*  ’  .  v 

therefore  mention  but  two  or  three 


more  of  the  lighter  fort,  to  {hew1 
the  extravagant  humour  of  ancient 
times  in  regard  to  divorces. 


Thus  *  “  Quinftus  Antiftius  di¬ 
vorc’d  his  Wife,  becaufe  he  faw 

'•  v  y,  .  >  -  . 

her  whifpering  in  a  public  place 
with  a  common  Freed- woman.” 


*  Val.  Max.  vi.  3.  n. — Quod  illam 
in  publico  cum  quadam  libertina  vul- 
gari  fecreto  loquenterr  vide  rat,. 

M  5 


And 
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And  *  Publius  Sempronius  divorc’d 
his,  for  nothing  but  becaufe  fbe: 
ventur’d  to  appear  at  a  public  di- 
verlion  without  his  knowledge.”1 


•f  “  But  horrid  was  the  matrix 


*  lb.  1 2, — Nihil  aliud  quam,  le  ig- 
norante,  luclos  aufam  fpedtare. 

■f  lb.  io.  Horridam  C.  Sulpitij 
Galli  maritale  fupercilium,  Nam  ux- 
orem  dimiiit,  quod  earn  capite  aperto 
foris  verfatam  cognoverat  ;  ahfcifia 
fententia,  fed  tamen  aliqua  ratione  mu- . 
nita.  ■  Lex  enim)  inquit,  tibi  meos  tan- 
turn  ■prafnii  ceulos ,  qua  bus  form  am  tuam  ' 
approves.  His  decor  is  inftrumenta  corn- 
par  a  *,  bis  Cjio  fpeciofa  ;  hcrum  te  cer- 
tiori ■  erode  notitia .  Ulterior  tub  con- 


fpetlus  fupervacua  irritaticne  accerfitus 


ei  ermine  '  fubh<ereat  ne- 

r 


momal 
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monial  fupercilioufnefs  of*  Caius 
Sulpitius  Gallus.  For  he  divorc’d 
his  wife  becaufe  he  underftood  fhe 
was  abroad  with  her  head  un¬ 
cover’d.  An  abrupt  fentence,  and 
yet  fupported  by  fome  fhadow  of 
reafoning.  For  the  law,  faid  he* 
has  pref crib' d  you  mine  eyes  alone  to 
which  you  may  recommend  your  per - 

+  .\T  V  •  ' 

foil,  Ag ainfi  thefe  plant  your  en¬ 
gines  of  beauty  ;  to  thefe  be  amiable ; 
to  their  fafer  notice  trujl  yourfelf.  A 
farther  fight  of  you  drawn  by  a 
Superfluous  coquetry  mufl  needs  end 

in  fufpicion  and  guilt  i' 

*  ^ 

One  Ihould  think  thefe  men 
fought  an  occafion  to  divorce  their 
wives ;  and  wanted  not  to '  reform 
•  .  M  6  but 
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but  to  get  rid  of  them.  At  leafi* * 
they  ufurp’d  a  power  which  they 
ought  not  to  have.  For  it  is 
not  reafonable  to  fuppofe  a  wo¬ 
man  free  by  nature  would  enter 
into  an  agreement  with  a  man 
for  life,  which  he  may  break  at 
his  pleafure. 


SECTION 


Adultery. 


BUT  it  was  allowed  on  all 
hands,  that  Adultery  was  a 

juftifiable  caule  of  Divorce.  *  The 

*  ,  *  *■'  ’h  *■  ;‘V  *  ’’  *  "  "  ‘ 

i.  .'I 

*  Plutarch,  in  Romulo. 

;  f  .f  ...  4  ‘1  >>  *■  '•  •  ■■  -  * 

fore- 
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forequoted  law  of  Romulus  fuf- 
fer’d  a  man  to  divorce  his  wife 

V  -  I 

for  the  crime  of  Adultery.*  “  Nay 
we  read  that  Julia  the  wife  of 
Tiberius,  being  found  guilty  of 
adultery,  was  divorc’d  from  him 
by  the  authority  of  Auguffcus  [her 
father.”] 

Even  a  fufpicion  of  Adultery 
was  thought  by  fome  a  fufficient 
caufe  of  Divorce,  *  “Julius  Csfar 

divorc’d 


*  Suet.  Tib.  c.  xi.  Comperit  deinde 
Juliam  uxorem  ob  libidines  atque  adul- 
teria  damnatam  repudium  ei  luo  no¬ 
mine  ex  auctoritate  Augufti  remif- 
fum, 

J  Suet.  Jul.  Cjefar,  c.  6.  Pompejam 

duxit 
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divorc’d  his  wife  Pompeja,  fuf- 
pecting  her  to  have  committed 
adultery  with  Publius  Clodius  ; 
of  whom  there  was  fo  firm  a  re¬ 
port,  that  he  had  made  his  way 
to  her,  in  a  woman’s  apparel,  amid 

ibme  religious  ceremonies,  that 

* 

the  Senate  decreed  an  Inquifition 
fihould  be  made  concerning  the 
pollution  of  things  facred.”  *  Yet 

“  Julius- 

f 


duxit  CP  Pompeij  filiam,  Sylltenep- 
tem  :  cum  qua  cleinde  divortium  fe¬ 
cit,  adulteratam  opinatus  a  P.  Ciodio, 
quem  inter  publicas  ceremonias  pene- 
trafl'e  ad  earn  muliebri  vefte  tam  con- 
ftans  fama  erat,  ut  Senatus  qneftionem 
de  pollutis  facris  decreverit. 

*  Suet,  Jul.  Caef.  c,  74.  Teftis  ci- 

tatus, 


€4 


[  2  55  I 

Julius  being  cited  as  an  evidence,, 
denied  he  had  di (cover’d  any  thing, 
though  both  his  mother  Aurelia, 
and  his  lifter  Julia,  had  related  all' 
upon  their  credit  before  the  fame 
Judges  :  and  being  a  iked,  why 
then  had  he  put  a^vay  his  wife, 
Becaufe,  (aid  he,.  I  think  thofe  who-, 
belong  to  me  ought  ■  to  be  clear  of* 
fufpicion  as  ns: ell  as  of  guilt l' 

However  privileged  a  Cfcfar 


tatus,  negavit  fe  quidquam  compe- 
rifie  :  quamvis  et  Mater  Aurelia,  et 
foror  Julia,  apud  eofclem  judices,  omnia 
ex  fide  retuiifient,  In terrogatufque  cur.’ 
igitur  repudiaflet  uxorem,  faoniam, 
inquit,  me  os  tamfufpicione  quam  crimine 
judico  carers,  opart  ere. 

might 
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might  have  been,  yet  fuch  a  power 
as  this  of  divorcing  upon  fufpicion" 
fee  ms  too  great  tc>  be  put  into 
the  hands  of  a  fingle  man,  or 
even  of  a  court  of  Judicature : 
fince  we  have  no  *  water  of  jea- 
loufy  among  us,  to  try  women’s 
chaftity,  and  the  Trial  Ordeal  has 
been  long  fince  abolifh’d. 


SECTION  XI. 

Attempts  to  check  Divorces. 

r-|p  O  do  the  Magiftrates  of  old 
JL  juftice,  they  took  fome  pains 
to  check  the  too  exorbitant  prac- 


*  Num.  vi.  12,  See. 

2  tice 
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tice  of  divorces*  We  are  told  m 
general,  that  *  “when  Auguftus 
found  that  by  the  frequent  chang¬ 
ing  of  marriages,  the  force  of  his 
law  concerning  them  was  evaded, 
he  fet  bounds  to  divorcements.’* 
And  in  particular,  that-]-  “  Marcus 
Valerius  Maximus,  and  Caius  Ju¬ 
nius 


*  Suet.  Aug.  xxxiv.  Cum  jam  ma- 
trimoniorum  crebra  mutatione  vim 
legis  eludi  fentiret,  divortijs  modum 
iinpofuit. 

+  Val.  Max.  ii.  c.  9.  §  2.  M.  Vale¬ 
rius  Maximus,  et  C.  Junius  Bubul- 
cus  Brutus  cenfores  L.  Antonium  fe- 
natu  moverunt;  quod  quam  virginem 
in  matrimonium  duxerat,  repudiafiet, 
nullo  amicorum  in  confilium  adhibito. 

Ac 
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thus  Bubulcus  Brutus,  Cenfors,  ex» 
pell’d  Lucius  Antonius  from  the 
Senate,  becaufe  be  had  divorc’d  a 
Virgin  whom  he  had  married, 
without  calling  any  of  his  friends 
to  a  confultation  about  it.  I  don’t 
know  [fays  my  author]  if  this  fault 
be  not  greater  than  the  foregoing 
[Celibacy,]  for  by  that  the  facred 
rites  of  marriages  are  only  flight- 

v-  O  k/  w 

ed  :  by  this  they  are  abus’d.” 

k  -  r.  .  ■  ...  «  -  -  s-  -  * 

*  •  ■  t 

M  J  ..  ■*  *J  ♦  t  *  &  V.  '  »  »\  '  ’•  ■  s 

In  oppofition  (as  it  were)  to  this 
proceeding,  was  that  of  Domi- 


At  hoc  crimen  nefcio  an  fuperiore  m a- 
jus,  illo  namque  conjugalia  facra  fpre- 
ta  tantum,  hoc  etiam  injuriofe  tra&ata 
font, 

tian. 
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tian.  *  “  For  he  ftruck  out  of 
the  lift  of  the  judges  a  Roman 
Knight,  for  taking  back  his  wife 
whom  he  had  divorc’d,  having 
charg’d  her  with  adultery.”  This 
was  rather  cruel  :  for  though  it 
might  prevent  in  feme  meafure 
the  rafnnefs  of  divorce,  fince  af¬ 
ter  it-  the  wife  was  irrecoverable  $ 
yet  it  might  encourage  in  men  im¬ 
placability,  aprinciple  ill- becoming- 
a  human  being,  who  is  himfelf  fo 
liable  to  do  wrong.  Nay  forme- 
times  the  very  hufband  might  have 


*  Suet.  Domitian.  viii.  Equitem  Ro~ 
manum  ob  reduftam  in  matrimonium 
uxorem,  cui  dimiflie  adulterij  crimen 
intenderat,  erafit  judicum  albo. 

been 
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been  greatly  injur’d  by  fuch  pro¬ 
ceeding.  It  is  faid  that  *  “  M. 
Lepidus  pined  away,  becaufe  he 
could  not  bear  the  iofs  of  his  wife 
Apuleja  after  a  divorce.” 

A 

And  to  fhew  how  eafy  it  is  to 
judge,  but  how  hard  to  pradtife, 
■f'  “  The  fame  Emperor  divorc’d 
his  wife  Domitia,  that  was  def- 


*  Alex,  ab  Alex.  iv.  c.  8.  M.  Lepi¬ 
dus  quod  Apuleiae  uxoris  defiderium 
poft  divortium  ferre  nequiret,  morbo 
extabuir. 

•f  Suet.  Domitian  iii.  Uxorem  fuam 
Dotnitiam  Paridis  hiftrionis  amore  de- 
perditam,  repudiavit :  intraque  breve 
tempus,  impatiens  diflidij,  quafi  cfHa- 
gitante  populo,  reduxit. 


player : 
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perately  in  love  with  Paris  a  Stage- 
player  :  and  within  a  fhort  time, 
impatient  of  the  reparation,  brought 
her  back  again,  as  if  the  people 
earneftly  wifh’d  for  it.” 

I  am  /fenfihle  there  are  other 
weighty  caufes  of  divorce  alledg’d 
by  Cafuifts  befides  Adultery.  But 
as  I  defign’d  at  fir  ft  to  treat  of 
this  article  hiftorically  rather  than 
cafuiftically,  I  £hall  leave  the  dif- 
cufilon  of  them  to  far  better  judges 
than  myfelf,  viz.  the  learned  pro- 

felfors  of  the  law. 


S  E  C- 


[  262  1 


SECTION  XII. 

From  bed  and  board. 

*  '  <*'■*>  .  .  ^ 

4  \  ■  * 

BUT  before  I  make  an  end  of  this 
chapter,  I  final !  offer  a  word 
or  two  about  that  kind  of  divorce 
which  is  called  a  Divorce  *  from 
bed  and  board.  This  is  not  a  total 
di Ablution  of  the  Marriage-bond, 
but  fuch  a  feparation  of  Man  and 
Wife  as  quits  them  of  the  obliga¬ 
tion  of  cohabiting  together,  and 
vet  forbids  them  to  cohabit  with 

any  other  ;  and  which  is  granted' 
in  many  cafes  befides  that  of  adul¬ 
tery.  I  could  with  that  either 

\  \  '  \  ■  _  '  •’*  f  t  r-  1  ,  >•  r  :  f  \  , 


*  A  menfa  et  thoro. 
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of  them  being  about  to  fue  for  this 
kind  of  divorce  would  confider 
beforehand  the  inconveniences  that 
may  arife  from  it.  The  charac- 
ters  of  both  may  be  expos’d  to  the 
cenfure  of  the  world,  which  com¬ 
monly  lays  the  blame  on  both,  and 
even  more  than  they  really  de- 

ferve. - Their  children  (if  there 

be  any)  may  be  depriv’d  of  their 
joint  care  and  attention,  which 
might  have  been  little  enough, 
efpecially  in  that  important  article 
their  education — The  family  eftate 
may  fuffer  for  want  of  their  mu- 

a 

tual  ccconomy  in  their  feveral  of¬ 
fices— -The  breach,  which  perhaps 
was  intended  to  be  healed  up  by 
their  abfence  from  each  other  for 
4  awhile# 
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a  while,  may  rather  grow  wider 
and  wider— They  may  both  lay  un¬ 
der  no  fmall  temptation  of  chang¬ 
ing  the  marriage-bed  for  a  finfui 
commerce  with  others— or  the 
innocent  may  be  injur’d  as  well  as 
tne  guilty,  as  not  enjoying  either 
the  pleafure  of  a  married,  or  the 
liberty  of  a  Angle  life. 


C  0  N- 
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CONCLUSION. 


WE  have  feen  in  the  fore¬ 
going  pages  the  miferablt 
train  of  confequences  that  have  fol¬ 
lowed  the  practice  of  Adultery. 
Hiftory,  both  ancient  and  modern, 
facred  and  profane,  have  furnifhed 
us  with  examples  to  prove  that  it 
has  difgraced,  ruined,  and  deft  rov¬ 
ed  individuals ;  broke  up  families; 
dethroned  kings ;  fubverted  em¬ 
pires;  and  laid  de folate  whole 
countries.  From  the  variety  and  fe~ 
verity  of  the  punifhments  infii&cd 
on  offenders,  we  may  perceive  the 
abhorrence  it  was  held  in  through 

N  all 
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all  civilized  dates.  We  had  once  in 
our  own  nation  more  powers  to  fup - 

prefs  it  than  we  have  at  prefent.  The 
ecclefiadical  courts  could  redram 
many  immoralities ;  but  their  in¬ 
fluence  has  been  eclipfed  by  the 
interpofition  of  the  courts  of  com¬ 
mon  law  :  infomuch  that  they  are 
become  little  more  than  the  fha- 
dows  of  judice.  The  datute  laws 
againft  immoralities  have  lod  their 
edge,  which  has  been  blunted  by 
informations,  laid  by  low  and  hun¬ 
gry  evidence,  for  the  fake  of  the 
reward  only  ;  by  which  means  in¬ 
formers  are  looked  upon  as  infa¬ 
mous,  and  rendered  in  a  manner 
ufelefsi  So  that  now  there  is  a 
necedary  call  upon  mankind  to  ex- 

*  '  ■*  '  V  •  'i 


cr 
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eft  their  united  endeavours  to  check 
the  bare-faced  impudence  of  vice; 
to  crufh  the  numerous  public  af- 
femblies,  places  too  often  form- 
ed  for  intrigues  and  afllgnations ; 
to  dalh  gaming  out  of  counte¬ 
nance;  in  ihort  to  drive  away  that 
difipation  which  reigns  fo  much 
In  families. 


PofTefied  with  the  fpirit  of  diffi- 
pation  a  wife  is  bufy,  but  has  no¬ 
thing  to  do  ;« — is  in  a  hurrv  to  go, 
but  knows  not  where;-*- is  not 
afraid  of  any  thing  fo  much  as  the 
being  left  alone ;  her  mornings  are 
thrown  away  at  the  mercers,  mil¬ 
liners,  and  mantua-makers -  her 
evenings  are  taken  up  at  the  play- 

N  2  houfe 
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houfe  or  card-parties  ; — her  nights 
arc  confumed  at  the  Coterie  j— her 
mind  is  left  unguarded;  tempta¬ 
tions  Aide  into  it ;  and  Ihe  falls  a 
prey  to  fome  inveigling  fharper, 
and  is  then  forced  to  repair  her 
Ioffes  by  the  expofure  of  her  chaff 
tity. 

A  hufband  too,  when  under  the 
fame  influence,  is  no  lefs  to  be  cen- 
fured.  He  is  more  daring  in  his 
vices,  and  more  abandoned. 

He  defpifes  the  reproach  of  the 
world,  which  is  the  higheft  mark 
of  profligacy — He  forgets  the  fo- 
lemn  vow  made  at  the  altar,  and 
gives  God  the  lie,  which  he  would 

o 

npt  take  frogi  man. 


In 


[  2&9  ] 

In  a  word,  while  the  hufband 
is  imrnerfed  in  the  follies,  vices, 
and  extravagancies  of  the  falhion- 
able  world,  what  is  become  of  the 
natural  juflice  due  to  his  children? 
While  the  wife  is  abforbed  in  a 
round  of  giddy  and  guilty  amufe- 
ments,  what  is  become  of  the  ten- 
dernefs  of  a  mother’s  heart?  And 
what  is  to  become  of  the  growing 
generation,  whole  minds  have  not 
been  formed  by  the  wife  inftruc* 
tions,  or  good  examples  of  Pa¬ 
rents  ? 

Thefe  pleafures  of  both  the 
fexes,  gay  as  they  are,  bring  on  fc- 
rious  evils.  Domeftic  happinefs  is 
no  more— the  affe&ions  of  the 

.  r*":  i'  ;/  1 

N  3  married 
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married  pair  are  expired  — -  their 
tempers  grow  four  —  wranglings 
make  up  their  converfations— - 
which  are  foon  followed  by  burfts 
of  paflion,  difguft,  and  hatred. 
Thefe  are  the  odious  fcenes  to  be 
viewed  in  a  houfe  thus  miferably 
divided  again  ft  itfelf.  If  jealoufy 
fteps  in,  doubts  of  legitimacy  will 
enfue :  and  the  man  who  doubts 
the  legitimacy  of  his  children,  will 
be  inattentive  to  their  wants,  and 
negligent  of  their  improvements. 
Now  if  thefe  be  the  confequences 
arilinp  from  a  doubt,  what  muft 
arife  from  a  certainty  of  the  fadt  ? 
Nothing  but  law-fuits,  divorces, 
or  aftaffinations. 


It 


I 
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It  muft  be  confeft  that  the  men 

...  *  ; 

of  intrigue  are  ufually  the  primary 
caufe  of  married  women’s  decline 
from  virtue,  and  defer ve  a  punish¬ 
ment  that  may  render  them  inca- 

* 

pable  of  committing  again  the 
fame  offence.  By  impudence  and 
importunity  they  take  advantage 
of  their  weaknefs  and  flexibility. 
However,  both  the  offending  Par¬ 
ties  feem  to  forget  what  may  one 
day  or  another  be  dreadfully  re¬ 
collected  on  their  death-beds,  that 
whoremongers  and  adulterers  God 
will  judge . 

In  the  mean  while,  and  till  the 
legiflature  Shall  think  it  proper  to 

N  4  affign 
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aiiign  a  punifhment  equal  to  the 
crime  of  adultery,  were  there  a  law 
in  force  that  prohibited  an  adul¬ 
terer  and  adulterefs  ever  to  marry 
together  after  conviction,  it  might 
be  a  mean  of  preventing  frequent 
adulteries  :  for  adulteries  are  often 
committed  with  a  view  of  after¬ 
marriage.  What  makes  a  former 
intrigue  of  this  fort  the  more  fuf- 
pedted  is  the  hafty  marriage  en¬ 
tered  into  upon  a  woman’s  fepara- 
t ion  from  her  firft  hulband,  either 
by  death  or  divorce.  Martial,  in 
the  two  following  epigrams,  infi- 
nuates,  that  fuch  a  marriage  is  a 
tacit  confefion  of  an  intrigue  which; 
was  carried  on  before;  as, 


t 
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*  To  Pauli  a  i.  Ep.  74. 

He  was  your  {park ;  yet  you  deny’d  it  then  ; 
He’s  now  your  fpoufe  ;  can  you  deny’t  again  ? 

•v  *  .  . 

•f-  On  Proculina.  vi.  Ep.  22. 

Since  him  you  marry,  who  but  juft  before.* 
Your  hufband  living,  was  your  paramour. 

To  ’fcape  the  cenfure  of  the  Julian  adt ; 

You  do  not  marry,  but  confefs  the  fadt. 


*  Ad  Paullam.  i.  Ep,  74* 

Mcechus  erat  3  poteras  tamen  hoc  tu,  Paulla,  negare  ; 
Ecce  vir  ell  5  nunquid,  Paulla,  negare  potes  ? 

+  In  Proculinam.  vi.  Ep.  2a. 

Quod  jnubis,  Proculina,  concubino, 

Et  mcechum  modo,  nunc  facis  mailtum,, 

■  ♦ 

Ne  lex  Julia  te  notare  polTit 3 
I’ on  subis,  Proculina,  fed  fateris. 
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I  may  fay  farther,  fuch  a  law 
might  prevent  frequent  murders. 
For  the  rage  of  luft  in  the  one, 
and  the  force  of  felf-intereft  in  the 
other,  will  fome times  urge  them 
to  flick  at  nothing  that  may  re¬ 
move  the  obftacle  which  hinders 
them  from  coming  nearer  to¬ 
gether. 

It  may  be  objected  indeed  that 

/ 

laws  ffiould  never  be  made  which 

t  *  -  <  >  •* 

may  throw  any  difficulties  in  the 
way  to  marriage.  Becaufe  fuch 
laws  mud  obilrud  population,  and 
counteract  one  of  the  firft  prin¬ 
ciples  of  government,  viz.  That 
the  ftrength  of  a  nation  confifls 
in  the  number  of  its  people.  This 


is 
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is  true  if  its  people  were  born  of 
honeft  and  induftrious  parents,  and 
were  honeftly  and  induftrioufly 
brought  up.  But  what  good  to  a 
nation  can  be  expected  from  the 
iflue  of  two  fuch  profligates  ?  Nor 
would  population  be  much  ob- 
ftru£ted  by  fuch  a  law  :  for  fill 
the  Adulterer  might  marry  ano¬ 
ther  woman,  and  the  Adulterefs 
another  man. 

•  f  •;  '  >  ’■  |  N  \  i 

It  may  be  anfwer’d,  fuch  might 
be  their  attachment,  that  they 
would  marry  no  other;  and  if  for¬ 
bidden  to  marry  together,  would 
live  together  in  fornication,  to  the 

fcandal  of  the  place  where  they 
dwelt.  •  . 

N  6 
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If  may  be  anfwer’d  again,,  If  h. 
were  fo,  there  are,  or  ought  to  be. 
Jaws  to  punifh  them  for  fo  doing. 
But  how  great  a  lean  dal  to  any 
place  mu. Pc  be  a  connection  be¬ 
gun  with  adultery,  and  compleated 
with  marriage  !  This,  Purely,  is, 
if  not  the  continuation,  yet  the 
triumph  of  adultery ;  lince  both 
the  offenders  have  obtain’d  what 
perhaps  they  principally  aimed 
at. 

t  *  *  #  «  **  *-  »» 

*  +  ’  ;  -  -  *  ~  ' 

It  may  be  replied,  That  by  mar- 
rying  together,  they  would  re<- 
move  the  fcaodal  they  had  given  : 
becaufe  through  a  regular  life  for 
the  future,  they  would  fign-ify  a 

detelfa- 

j.  *  ■' 
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deteftation  of  their  former  irrega- 

* 

This  is  very  unlikely.  It  is 
more  likely  they  would  increafe 
the  fcandal.  For  moft  common¬ 
ly  the  perfon  who  has  been  falfe 
to  one  bed,  will  in  time,  from  the 
fame  inconftancy  or  lafcivioufnefs, 
be  falfe  to  another.  They  would 
give  a  much  better  proof  of  their 
repentance  by  lamenting  apart  their 
former  irregularity,,  than  by  en¬ 
joying  the  fruits  of  it  together.  . 

But  it  may  be  afked.  Would 
not  fuch  a  law  contradid:  the  na¬ 
ture  and  deiign  of  a  divorce,,  which 
implies  not  only  a  reparation  of 

man 
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man  and  wife,  but  alfo  a  liberty 
of  marrying  another  ? 

It  may  be  anfwer’d,  Divorce 
does  not  imply  a  liberty  of  mar¬ 
rying  any  other.  There  are  fe¬ 
ver  a\  perfons  forbidden  to  marry 
together  :  and  thefe  ought  to  be 
added  to  the  number.  In  the  cafe 
of  Adultery,  there  is  to  be  con- 
fider’d  a  punilhment  of  offenders, 
as  well  as  a  feparation  of  man  and 
wife :  but  to  allow  fuch  offen¬ 
ders  to  marry  together  is  to  re¬ 
ward,  not  to  punifh  them. 

It  may  be  farther  urged,  It  is 
probable  that  after  a  divorce  the 

former 


[  V9  '  ] 

former  hufband  will  be  indiffer¬ 
ent  about  the  children  who  were 
born  fince  the  commencement  of 
the  adultery,  fufpedting  them  not 
to  be  his  j  and  the  Adulterer  will 
be  fond  of  them,  fuppoling  them 
to  be  his,  efpecially  if  they  bear 
forne  refemblance  of  him.  It  might 
therefore  be  proper,  the  Adulterer 
and  Adulterefs  fhould  be  allowed 
to  marry  together  for  the  fake  of 
thofe  children.  ' 

•  '•  V  < 

To  this  it  may  be  anfwer’d,  It 
would  by  no  means  be  proper 
they  fhould  have  any  thing  to  do 
with  thofe  children  ;  efpecially  if 
they  be  females,  left  the  daughters 

fhould 
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r  \ 

fhould  learn  to  be  like  the  mo- 

f  V  '  _ 

ther.  Nay  they  ought  to  be  wholly 
kept  from  them  as  a  punifhment 
for  bringing  them  into  the  world 
through  fuch  unlawful  means. 
Whereas  the  putting  them  into 
the  hands  of  thefe  perfons,  would 
be  the  completion  of  their  wifhes. 
In  the  mean  while  the  law  does, 
or  eafily  may  provide  again  ft  the 
negledt  of  the  children  from  the 
indifference  of  the  former  huff 
band. 

The  occafton  of  my  purfuing 
this  argument  fo  clofely,  is  the 
fight  of  a  *  bill  which  was  paft 


Vide  Appendix. 
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laft  feilions  in  the  Ho ufe  of  Lords, 
but  not  in  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons.  I  have  not  been  able  to 

/ 

learn  the  reafons  given  for  palling, 
or  not  palling  it  in  either  houfe  ; 
and  am  therefore  obliged  to  trull 
to  my  own  reafoning  on  the  fub- 
jedl :  which,  if  it  fhall  appear  to 
my  readers  weak  and  groundlefs, 
I  hope  they  will  excufe,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  my  zeal  for  that  Hate 
upon  which,  a  double  affront  has 
been  lately  put,  firfl  in  breaking, 
then  in  profaning  its /acred  bands . 
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APPENDIX. 

fc 


A 

BILL, 

INTITULED 


An  Act  to  refrain  Perfons  who 
Jhall  be  divorced for  the  Crime  of 
Adultery,  from  marrying,  or  con - 
trailing  Matrimony,  with  the 
Party  with  whom  they  have  been 
proved  to  have  carried  on  fuch 
criminal  Inter courfe ;  and  to  de¬ 
clare  the  Ifj'ue  of  fuch  Marriages 
incapable  of  inheriting. 


ing 


HE  REAS  the  permit* 
ting  any  Perfon,  after  be- 
divorced  for  the  Crime  of 

Adultery, 
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Adultery,  to  marry  or  contract 
Matrimony  with  the  Perfon  with 

_  . ;  -  '  -«•  A  •• 

whom  he  or  fhe  (hall  be  proved  to 

have  had  fuch  criminal  Intercourfe* 

>•  -  ■*>■•+  -  -  *  4.  *  •  #.•••-■£" 

may  tend  to  the  Encouragement  of 
Vice  and  Immorality,  and  be  pro¬ 
ductive  of  many  and  great  Inccnve- 

•*  '•&  ^  d?  v.  *  ,  >  .  J-  \  *  X  '''  V,;  i 

niencies :  For  Remedy  thereof,  be 
it  enaCted  by  the  King’s  molt  Ex¬ 
cellent  Majelty,  by  and  with  the 

••  '  '  v >, 

Advice  and  Confent  of  the  Lords 
Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  Com¬ 
mons,  in  this  prefent  Parliament 
aflembled,  and  by  the  Authority 
of  the  fam?,  That  from  and  after 

•  *  i 

the  Firil  Day  of  Mciy  next,  it  ihall 
not  be  lawful  for  any  Perfon  who 

t  ■■  *  I  >  a  ■ 

fhall  hereafter  be  divorced  by  ACt 

1 

of  Parliament,  for  the  faid  Crime 

of 


2 


of  Adultery,  to  marry  or  contract 
Marriage  with  the  offending  Party, 
with  whom  fuch  Adultery,  upon 
which  the  faid  Divorce  was  had  and 
obtained,  fhall  be  proved  to  have 
been  committed ;  but  that  all  fuch 
Marriages  fhall  be  deemed  unlaw¬ 
ful,  and  abfolutely  null  and  void, 

to  all  Intents  and  Purpofes  what- 
foever. 

And  be  it  further  enadted  by  the 
Authority  aforefaid,  That  all  Chil¬ 
dren  who  fhall  hereafter  be  born  in 

* 

fuch  unlawful  Wedlock,  fhall  be, 
and  they  are  hereby  declared  to  be, 
Baftards,  and  incapable  of  inhe¬ 
riting. 
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